
Organizations involved in com-
munity projects and charities are
encouraged to apply for funds from
Operation Round Up at this time.
Completed grant applications are due
in the Red Lake Electric Cooperative
(RLEC) office by March 2nd.

Operation Round Up is a program
adopted by RLEC headquartered in
Red Lake Falls. Members choosing
to “round up” their monthly electric
bill payment provide funds for this
effort. More than 80 percent of RLEC members now
choose to contribute pennies each month to enhance
their communities.

Funds will be donated primarily to nonprofit organi-
zations to help fund specific projects or programs. Since
the program began in 1993, $354 thousand has been
(4732003.02 Jason Langseth) granted to community
organizations and charities. Money is donated for the
betterment of the community within the outside service

area boundaries of RLEC. 
The Red Lake Electric Trust

Board of Directors determines
grants. Board members are Van
Swanson, Thief River Falls; Bonnie
Cote, Trail; Randy Knutson, Viking;
Roger Johanneck and Bonnie Chris-
tians, Crookston.

To apply for Operations Round
Up grants, organizations should con-
tact the RLEC office in Red Lake
Falls at 218-253-2168 or 800-245-

6068. A short application must be completed and sub-
mitted along with a financial statement from the organ-
ization. The grant application form is available on the
Cooperative’s Web site: www.redlakeelectric.com

For more information contact Roger Johanneck, gen-
eral manager of RLEC, at 218-253-2168 or 800-245-
6068.

Helping your home, farm or
business take advantage of cost-
effective energy efficiency pro-
grams is the focus of Power Savers
– a Conservation Improvement
Program (CIP) formed by Red
Lake Electric Cooperative and
other area utilities. This will be the
third year to offer the current CIP
incentives.

If you have been considering
efficiency upgrades, the timing
couldn’t be better. Many different
rebates and incentives are available
to you through Red Lake Electric.

Residential incentives range
from $2 for a CFL bulb to $400 a
ton for a closed loop geothermal
heating system. CFL rebates are
limited to 12 annually and geother-
mal heat pump rebates are capped
at 12.5 tons or $5,000.

Business incentives apply to
lighting measures, motor and VFD
measures, food service measures,
heating, cooling and air condition-
ing measures which include air
source and geothermal heat pumps.

Incentives for efficiency
upgrades are available for new
construction and retrofits, both for
residential and business. Not all
measures are outlined as part of a
prescriptive program. Custom proj-
ects (4422003.02 Diana Joseph-
son) can be reviewed on an indi-
vidual basis.

The accompanying tables list
many of the incentives.

If you are considering efficiency
upgrades at your residence or place
of business, additional information
can be found on Red Lake Elec-
tric’s website – www.redlakeelec-
tric.com. You may also call the
Cooperative’s headquarters at 253-
2168 or 1-800-245-6068. Conser-
vation makes sense – dollars and
cents.

135 members attend District Meetings
Four District Meetings were held earlier this month throughout Red Lake electric cooperative's service
area. attendance at the four meetings totalled 135. Pictured are many of the 63 members who attended the
special District 2 meeting held at Nazareth Lutheran church in Holt on February 7. 

VOL. 46 – NO. 04 RED LAKE FALLS (RED LAKE COuNTy), MINNESOTA 56750

Volts and Jolts
Published monthly for the members of

ReD Lake eLectRic cOOPeRatiVe, inc.

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

seRViNG tHe FOuR-cOuNtY aRea OF MaRsHaLL, PeNNiNGtON, ReD Lake aND POLk

FEbRuARy 2011

Page 2
Manager's Comments

Membership Meetings
Report from the Office
From the Mail Bag

Page 3
Recipe Corner

Page 4
Feature of the Month

Duane Kotrba's
Wooden Wonders

Page 5
Membership Meeting photos

Page 6
Lignite based electricity
Business Energy Efficiency

Incentives

Page 8
Director nominations by petition

In this month's

Volts and Jolts

Operation Round up® grant
applications due March 2

Official Notice 

of

Annual Meeting
All members of Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc. are hereby

notified of its annual meeting. The annual meeting will take place

at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, March 30, 2011, at the Ralph Engelstad

Arena in Thief River Falls.

The meeting agenda includes year 2010 in review, financial

reports and election of directors. Door prizes will be awarded and

lunch will be served.

All members are encouraged to attend.

/s/ Mark Hanson, Secretary

Four district meetings were held during the first two
weeks of February. The meetings were held throughout
Red Lake Electric Cooperative’s service territory.

The first meeting was the District 1 meeting held
February 1 at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Gentilly.
Topics reviewed at this meeting and the other three dis-
trict meetings included; wholesale and retail rate out-
look, wind generation and renewable energy surcharge,
RLEC website, sales tax exemption, conservation
improvement program, and energy cost comparisons.
Bonnie Christians, Crookston, the incumbent director,
was unanimously elected as the director candidate from
the district.

The District 4 meeting was held February 3 at the
Oklee Community Center. Members in attendance
unanimously elected incumbent director, Steve Linder,
Oklee, as the district director candidate.

A special District 2 meeting was held the afternoon
of February 7th at Nazareth Lutheran Church in Holt.

Current director Robert Olson is forgoing the last year
of his three year term, therefore a replacement director
is needed to fulfill the remaining one year. Director can-
didates nominated included Gary Kiesow of Goodridge
and Stacy Blawat of Thief River Falls. Blawat received
the greater number of votes; therefore her name will be
placed on the annual meeting ballot as the director nom-
inee.

The final meeting was the District 5 meeting held the
evening of February 7th at the Community Church east
of Thief River Falls. Incumbent director, Mark Hanson,
Thief River Falls, was unanimously elected as the
director nominee.

A total of 135 Cooperative members attended the
meetings. Door prizes were awarded and lunch was
served at each meeting. Thank you to the members that
took time to (2325002.02 Dennis Skjerven) brave the
cold temperatures to attend the meetings.

District meetings held recently Power savers programs
continue through 2011

Residential Energy Efficiency Incentives
Energy Efficient Equipment Rebate Amount Rebate Maximum

CFL Lamp
(Maximum 12 lamps)

Energy Star Clothes Washer

High Efficiency Electric Water Heater
80 gal. or larger, EF >0.91, must be on load control

Programable Thermostat

High Efficiency Furnace
with ECM blower

High Efficiency Air Source Heat Pump
14.0 SEER, 8.2 HSPF

Supplemental Electric Heat Added to an
Air Source Heat Pump (ASHP)

Must allow ASHP to operate to 5˚ F and be on the

Cooperative's load control program

Geothermal Heat Pump - Open Loop
Open loop, 16.2 EER. If equipped with backup
electric heat, the electric heat must be on load

control per Red Lake Electric Cooperative offerings.

Geothermal Heat Pump - Closed Loop
Closed loop, 14.1 EER. If equipped with backup

electric heat, the electric heat must be on load
control per Red Lake Electric Cooperative offerings.

$2 per lamp

$50

$150/unit

$25/unit

$150/unit

$250/unit

$500/unit

$200/ton

$400/ton

$24 per customer

$50

$150/unit

$25/unit

$150/unit

$250/unit

$500/unit

$2500

$5000

a look at some statistics from your Red Lake electric cooperative

quick takes



Dear RLEC:
Thank you so much for the elec-

tric knife and the electric alarm
clock we received at the district
meeting at the Community Church
in Thief River Falls. The meeting
was very informational and we
appreciated the fellowship..

Wayne and Susie Koland
Thief River Falls

Dear RLEC:
Thank you for the extension

cord I won at the District 5 meeting.
Also, thanks for the information we
received about our co-op.

Sharon Wagner
Thief River Falls

Dear RLEC:
On behalf of the Red Lake Falls

Volunteer Ambulance, I would like
to thank you for the generous dona-
tion from Operation Round Up.
With your donation, we have final-
ly been able to purchase two new
cots for our ambulances and new
pagers for our services to continue
to ensure excellent care to the com-
munity.

Thank you so much for your
support. Your thoughtfulness is
greatly appreciated!

Christina Knott
RLF Volunteer Ambulance

Dear RLEC:
Thank you much for the electric

knife I won at the meeting held in
Oklee.

Lauretta Stucy
Goodridge

Dear RLEC:
Thank you so much for the

scholarship award that I received. I
am currently attending U of M in
Duluth pursuing a health degree.
The amount of money this scholar-
ship contains will be tremendously
helpful to pay for tuition and books.
Thank you so much!

Rachel Hanson
Goodridge

Dear RLEC:
Thank you for the fillet knife

and oak shelf Luke and I won at the
District 5 meeting. Thanks, too, for
all the information provided at the
meeting. It's always good to be
informed.

Luke and Larae Kaushagen
Thief River Falls

BILLINGS aNd COLLECTION
you will receive your energy bill on or near the

20th of each month. 
payment of your monthly energy bill is due on the

20th of the month. you may pay your bill in person
at rleC during office hours, use the 24-hour drive-
up drop box located next to the rleC office, by
Auto pay, or by mail. payment must be in the office,
drop box, Auto pay, or in the mail, as evidenced by
the postmark, by the 5th day of the following month
to avoid a late payment charge. A 1 1/2% monthly
late payment charge will be computed on delinquent
energy bills, the minimum late payment charge will
be $1.00.

If your payment is not received by the 15th of the
month, a final notice of disconnection statement will
be included on your following bill. the final notice
statement will notify you when your electric service
will be disconnected if the delinquent amount
remains unpaid. If an employee is sent to discon-
nect your electric service, a $50 collection fee will
be charged to your account, even if you pay the col-
lector.

to have a disconnected service reconnected, all
amounts owing, a $50 reconnection fee, and a
security deposit must be paid. If the service must be
reconnected after normal working hours, a $100
reconnection fee must be paid.

Bad CHECkS
A $15 charge will be levied each time a check is

returned because of nonsufficient funds, account
being closed or payment stopped.

OUTaGES
In case your electricity goes out, please do the

following:
1. Check your fuses or breakers at the yard pole

or meter pedestal.
2. Call your neighbor to see if they are out of elec-

tricity also.
3. Call the rleC office (218-253-2168 or 1-800-

245-6068) during working hours or 218-253-2200
after hours. We will accept collect calls for outages
only.

METER TESTS
rleC has a schedule in place to have its meters

periodically tested for accuracy. results from these
tests show that meters generally slow down with
age; however, if you think that your meter is record-
ing too much usage, rleC will test it for accuracy.
you must pay a test fee in advance of the test. If the
meter test shows that the meter was inaccurate, the
test fee will be refunded to you.

STOppEd METERS
If you find your meter has stopped and you are

using electricity, please contact the office immedi-
ately so we can replace it. Average consumption will
be billed to the member for the time the meter was
stopped so there is no advantage in not reporting a
stopped meter.

METER REadINGS
An automated meter reading system is utilized to

obtain monthly meter readings. Although the system
is normally reliable, there is always a chance that
the correct reading has not been transmitted to the
office for billing. Customers should periodically read
their meter and compare it to the reading on the
billing statement. If the actual reading is not close to
the billing statement reading, please call the office.

GENERaL SERvICE RaTES
Facilities charge variable $19 to $25 month

First 500 KWH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.0¢ Kwh
over 500 KWH (April-dec.)  . . . . . . . . . .7.2¢ Kwh
over 500 KWH (Jan.-Mar.)  . . . . . . . . . .8.0¢ Kwh

Multiphase users add $18/month cost of service
charge.

standby, $10/month (meter disconnected but the
power line retained; standby is not available on
services larger than 15 KVA transformer capacity).

security light, $7/month, high pressure sodium,
$8/month, mercury vapor; water heater flat credit,
$5/month (on January-April billing); off-peak equip-
ment charge, $4.50/month per heat meter; off-peak
electric heat rate, 4.2¢/kWh long-term control,
6.2¢/kWh short-term control.

Mission Statement
It is the mission of red lake electric Cooperative to enhance the
quality of life for people of our service area by consistently providing
quality electric service and other valued services while holding our
employees, our community and our environment in high regard.
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Things you should know 
about your electric service
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NOTICE
Hidden within the text of the

articles of this issue of the

Volts & Jolts are the names

and account numbers of five

rleC members. they will

appear within the articles in

parenthesis as such

(9999999.99 roger p. Mem-

ber). If you find your name and

account number, clip it out and

send it with your next payment.

you will be credited with $5 on

your electric bill.

We proudly present to you

the red lake electric Cooperative

Customer Service Guarantee

It's short and simple! red lake electric Cooperative employees will meet or exceed your expectations of friend-
ly, courteous service and will meet any commitments they make to you. If your expectations of the service pro-
vided by our employees is not met, please contact me at the red lake electric Cooperative office, 253-2168.
you will receive $5.00 for your inconvenience and our promise to serve you better in the future. our employees'
commitment to quality customer service makes this guarantee possible.

roGer JoHAnneCK
General Manager

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Manager's

Comments
by Roger Johanneck

Report from the Office
by Shirley Bregier

Earlier this month, the Coopera-
tive held four membership meet-
ings in the area of Gentily, Oklee,
Holt and Thief River falls. I appre-
ciate the chance to visit with those
members that were able to attend
one of those meetings and share
news, along with our staff, about
stuff going on at your Cooperative.
I thought we had some good ques-
tions and discussion at each meet-
ing.

Some of those in attendance told
me they wanted to hear first hand
as to why rates are going up. Others
admitted they come for the pie and
coffee. Whatever the reason mem-
bers come to RLEC meetings; I
hope you left satisfied and that we
made the time and experience
worthwhile for you. 

If I forgot to remind those mem-
bers at the meeting, I will ask all of
you now; please share the informa-
tion you took from the meeting;
with your friends and neighbors
who were not able to be at a meet-
ing; the next time you visit.  I know
those of you who attended this

year’s meeting left with a better
understanding, among other things,
of what’s driving the increase in
wholesale power cost to your
Cooperative; why the renewable
energy surcharge was extended
through 2011, what Minnkota is
doing today to meet the energy
demands of tomorrow and how
members can reduce their monthly
energy bills by taking advantage of
incentives offered through the
Cooperatives Conservation
Improvement Program. 

Before we put the district meet-
ings to a close for another year
though; I’d like to say a few thank
yous: 

-to the area churches and town
halls; thanks for providing a com-
fortable place for us to hold our
membership meetings.

-to the church guilds, 4-H
groups and others who provide cof-
fee and pie at each of our meetings;
it’s one of the only times each year
I can get treated to wild blueberry
pie -thank you.

-to those that step forward each

year to help run our business meet-
ing, the secretaries, chairman and
vote tellers appointed at our meet-
ings –thank you.

-to those willing to serve as a
Cooperative director, who repre-
sent the interests of your district
neighbors and help the Cooperative
carry out its mission of being a reli-
able source of energy for all its
members -thank you.

-to my fellow staff employees
who help organize our District
meetings and do a good job of pre-
senting information I think is inter-
esting and helpful to our member-
ship -thank you.

-and to our members that contin-
ue to show an interest by taking the
time to join us at our meetings.
Thanks for your participation,
understanding and support of Red
Lake Electric Cooperative, all of us
here working for you sincerely
appreciate it.

Membership meetings

If you have been reading the
Volts and Jolts or attended recently
held District meetings, you have
heard about the rate increase Red
Lake Electric will have on March
11, 2011. Some of you are already
thinking of ways you can reduce
your electric bill. We address calls
from members every day question-
ing the usage on their electric bill. 

First, when you are comparing
electric bills from one month to
another please look at the compari-
son of kWh usage on your electric
bill. We compare your usage this
billing period to the same billing
period a year ago. We also compare
your year to date usage to the usage
a year ago. 

Secondly, if you have an off
peak heating system, please look at
your bill to be sure you are showing
usage on the off peak meter. If you
are using your electric heat system
and the usage is zero please contact
our office. Sometimes when off
peak systems are shut off for a peri-
od (6010003.03 Lyle Knaack) of
time the automated meter reading
device, “Turtle”, doesn’t start up
and we need to make a visit to your
home and correct the problem. 

There are many web sites you
can go to and get tips to manage
your energy costs. www.redlake-
electric.com will give you a link to
the Office of Energy Security
which gives you many suggestions
on using electricity efficiently.
There is also a link to an Energy
Guide. Some things we can do are
free others cost money but will
save energy costs.

They suggest we clean clothes
washer and dryer lint screens after
every use. Turn off lights not in use.
Reduce bulb wattage and use dim-
mers. Clean refrigerator coils with
a soft brush annually or more often
if you have pets that shed. Run
major appliances late in the
evening or early in the morning
when electric loads are less. Never
wash just a few clothing items at a
time. Fill the washer and use cold
water. 

Put in weather-stripping around
windows and doorways. Replace
standard incandescent bulbs with

compact fluorescent bulbs. They
are more energy-efficient and last
for years. When replacing appli-
ances look for the “Energy Star”
label which shows the appliance
meets or exceeds standards set by
the U.S. Department of Energy and
the Environmental Protection
Agency. Use a thermometer to set
your refrigerator temperatures as
close to 37 degrees and your freez-
er as close to 3 degrees as possible.  

Turn down your water heater
thermostat to 120 degrees F. Clean
or replace air filters as recommend-
ed. There are many things we can
all do to lower our electric usage
and we encourage you to use elec-
tricity efficiently. Some tips are
very basic but every little bit helps
to reduce your electric bill. If you
would like more information on
energy conservation or if you have
a question or concern about your
electric usage, please contact our
office. 

The Minnkota board of directors
has selected Robert “Mac” McLen-
nan to replace David Loer as
Minnkota President & CEO, effec-
tive Jan. 10, 2011. 

McLennan was employed by
Tri-State Generation & Transmis-
sion Association based in Westmin-
ster, Colo., as senior vice president
of external affairs & member rela-
tions. In that position he focused on
member relations, corporate plan-
ning, environmental compliance
and (6310002.05 Robert Howard)
development of business strategies. 

McLennan previously worked
for the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (NRECA)
as director of environmental affairs
and was an assistant to the chief of
staff for the retired Sen. Byron Dor-
gan. He is a graduate of Jamestown
College in Jamestown, N.D.

McLennan named new CEO

The Gazette . . . only $29 in Red Lake County

From the Mail Bag

Robert "Mac" McLennan



Mom's Buttermilk Biscuits 

2 cups all-purpose flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda 
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 cup shortening 
3/4 cup buttermilk 

In a bowl, combine the flour, baking powder, baking soda and salt; cut
in shortening until the mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Stir in buttermilk;
knead dough gently. Roll out to 1/2-in. thickness. Cut with a 2-1/2-in. bis-
cuit cutter and place on a lightly greilsed baking sheet. Bake at 450 degrees
for 10-15 minutes or until golden brown. Yield: 10 biscuits.

Praline Brownies

1/2 cup packed dark brown sugar
3/4 cup butter or margarine divided
2 tablespoons evaporated milk
1/2 cup coarsely chopped pecans
2 cup. packed light brown sugar
2 eggs
1-1/2 cups all purpose flour
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon salt

In a saucepan, combine the dark brown sugar, 1/4 cup butter and milk.
Stir over low heat just until butter is melted. Pour into a greased 8-in. square
baking pan; sprinkle evenly with pecans. In a mixing bowl, cream light
brown sugar and remaining butter; add eggs. Stir in flour, vanilla and salt
until moistened. Spread over pecans. Bake at 350 degrees for 30-35 min-
utes or until brownies test done. Cool 5 minutes in pan; invert onto a tray
or serving plate. Cool slightly before cutting. Yield: 16 brownies.

Peanut Butter Pie 

Crust:
1-1/4 cups chocolate cookie crumbs (20 cookies)
1/4 cup sugar 
1/4 cup butter or margarine, melted

Filling: 
1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese, softened 
1 cup creamy peanut butter
1 cup sugar 
1 tablespoon butter or margarine, softened 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 cup heavy cream, whipped 
Grated chocolate or chocolate cookie crumbs, optional

Combine crust ingredients; press into a 9-in. pie plate. Bake at 375
degrees for 10 minutes. Cool. In a mixing bowl, beat cream cheese, peanut
butter, sugar, butter and vanilla until smooth. Fold in whipped cream. Gen-
tly spoon into crust. Garnish with chocolate or cookie crumbs if desired.
Refrigerate. Yield: 8-10 servings. 

Fudge Brownies

True to their name, these rich frosted bars from Inez Orsburn afe BiG
on fudgy chocolare flovor! "My family has enjoyed this special treat for
years," relates this avid baker and cake decorator from DeMotte, Indiana. 

1-1/4 cups butter or margarine, softened 
4 cups sugar
8 eggs 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
1-1/4 cups baking cocoa
1 teaspoon salt 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 cups chopped walnuts 

Icing: 
1/2 cup butter or margarine
1-1/2 squares (1-1/2 ounces) unsweetened chocolate 
3 cups confectioners' sugar
5 tablespoons milk 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Additional chopped walnuts, optional 

In a mixing bowl, cream butter and sugar. Add eggs. Combine flour,
cocoa and salt; add to creamed mixture and mix well. Stir in vanilla and
walnuts. Spread into a greased 15-in. x 10-in. x 1-in. baking pan. Bake at
325 degrees for 40-45 minutes or until brownies test done. Cool for 10 min-
utes. Meanwhile, for icing, melt the butter and chocolate. Place in a mixing
bowl. Add half of the confectioners' sugar; mix well. Add milk, vanilta and
remaining sugar and beat until smooth. Spread immediately over warm
brownies. Sprinkle with nuts if desired. Yield: about 3 dozen.

Cinnamon Twists 

1 package (1/4 ounce) active dry yeast 
3/4 cup warm water (110° to 115°), divided 
4 to 4-1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1/4 cup sugar 
1-1/2 teaspoons salt 
1/2 cup warm milk (110° to 115°)
1/4 cup butter or margarine, softened 
1 egg 

Filling:
1/4 cup butter or margarine, melted
1/2 cup packed brown sugar 
4 teaspoons ground cinnamon 

In a large mixing bowl, dissolve yeast in 1/4 cup warm water.  Add 2
cups of flour, sugar, salt, milk, butter, egg and remaining water; beat on
medium speed for 2 minutes. Stir in enough remaining flour to form a soft
dough. Turn onto a floured board; knead until smooth and elastic, about 6-
8 minutes. Place in a greased bowl, turning once to grease top. Cover and
let rise in a warm place until doubled, about 1 hour. Punch down. Roll into
a 16-in. x 12-in. rectangle. Brush with butter. Combine brown sugar and
cinnamon; sprinkle over butter. Let dough rest for 6 minutes. Cut length-
wise into three 16-in. x 4-in. strips. Cut each strip into sixteen 4-in. x 1-in.
pieces. Twist and place on greased baking sheets. Cover and let rise until
doubled, about 30 minutes. Bake at 350 degrees for 15 minutes or until
golden. Yield: 4 dozen.

Jam Filled Muffins

1-3/4 cups all-purpose flour 
1/2 cup sugar 
1 tablespoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt 
2 eggs 
2/3 cup milk 
1/3 cup butler or margarine, melted
1 teaspoon grated lemon peel
1/2 cup raspberry or strawberry jam 

In a large bowl, combine flour, sugar, baking powder and salt. In a small
bowl, lightly beat eggs; add milk, butter and lemon peel. Pour into dry
Ingredients and stir just until moistened. Spoon half of the batter into 12
greased or paper-lined muffin cups. Make a well in the center of each; add
jam. Spoon remaining batter over jam. Bake at 400 degrees for 20-25 min-
utes or until golden. Yield: 1 dozen.

Recipe corner
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DEgREE Days
to determine degree days, you must calculate the daily mean
temperature for the time period you are measuring. degree day
computation is based on the assumption that a building does not
require any heat if the outside temperature averages 65 degrees
during a 24-hour period. to obtain a degree day figure, the high
temperature and the low temperature for the day are added and
the total divided by two. that figure is then subtracted from 65.
For example, if the high temperature was 30 degrees and the low
temperature 10 degrees, the figure would be 30+10=40; 40/2=20;
65-20=45. this would be a 45-degree day. the higher the degree
day figure, the more heat required to warm your home.

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Operating Report
monthly comparison

DECEmbER DECEmbER
2009 2010

total revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 1,093,640 $ 1,156,771
total margins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ (37,730) $ 117,649
cost of power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 827,284 $ 848,181
KWh's purchased . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15,809,160 16,941,446
capital credits paid to Estates . . .$ 3,559 $ 8,803

yEar to datE comparison

DECEmbER DECEmbER
2009 2010

total revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,233,064 $ 11,109,141
total margins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 615,622 $ 528,812
cost of power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 6,776,105 $ 7,629,478
KWh's purchased  . . . . . . . . . . . .142,640,700 137,926,886
new service connections  . . . . . . . 0 0
customers served  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,096 5,162
capital credits paid to Estates . . .$ 1,308 $ 5,939
miles of line

overhead  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,324 2,319
Underground  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 231 235



Bray-gentilly
Mutual Insurance Co.
Locally Owned and Operated

Serving Policyholders Since 1900

218-683-3200
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Thief River Falls, MN 56701

INSURANCE FOR
FARMS, HOMES
AND PERSONAL

PROPERTy

TELEPHONE US FOR AN
AGENT NEAR yOU!

OFFICE PHONE

253-2168
OUTAgE PHONE

253-2200

1-800-245-6068

PARK PLACE MALL
RED LAKE FALLS, MINNESOTA

218 253-4223

HAIRSTYLING

FOR MEN AND

WOMEN

H

Q

The 

Head-Quarters
Hair and 

Tanning Salon

vOLTS AND JOLTS FEATURE OF THE MONTH

• Fertilizer

• Petroleum products

• Town and country

deliveries

• Tires, batteries,

accessories

• Farm supplies

“THE FARMERS’ HELPINg HAND”

Dave Miller
Agency

DAVE MILLER, AGENT
RURAL ROUTE 1

VIKING, MINNESOTA 56760

•  All-Risk Crop Insurance
•  Crop/Hail Coverage

218-523-5861

WILCOX PLUMBINg
AND HEATINg, Inc.

RED LAKE FALLS

Plumbing/Heating/Air conditioning

• In-floor heating • Oil furnaces
• Pressure systems • Gas furnaces
• Electric heat pumps

FREE ESTIMATES
COMPLETE SALES AND SERVICE

218-253-4347

BILL H. MOSER, Master Plumber
License No. 1770PM

BILL J.  MOSER, Master Plumber 
License No. 6039PM

Refrigerant Certified No. CFR089400285

218-796-5157
Fax 218-796-5158
tim.hagl@ssboklee.com

•  Operating loans
•  Vehicle loans
•  Farm real estate loans
•  Consumer loans

"We appreciate your business."

Farmers Union
Oil Company

Thief River Falls 218-681-3512

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric 
Cooperative, Inc.

Buy a YORK Affinity 
heat pump today!

Grove Mechanical, inc.
Your hometown heating & 

air conditioning team!
Serving Crookston and the surrounding 

communities for 30 years.

(218) 281-3863

Want to cut your heating

cost by up to 50%?

THE

gAzE TTE

Copies
FULL COLOR
NO MINIMUM

Some conditions apply. 
Call or stop in for details.

105 Main Ave, Red Lake Falls

253-2594

Starting at 30¢

Hanson Oil &
Fuel, Inc.

Give Andy a call at
218-253-2787 or 218-281-4102

RED LAKE FALLS

FARMER-GROWN BIODIESEL

• Quality products, prompt service • Biodiesel
• Diesel fuel • Heating oils
• Aviation gas • Unleaded gas
• Jet-A

UP TO 5,000 MILES
BEFORE OIL CHANGE

It is hard to go even one day without
coming across one of the many machines
that have made rapid progress possible in
our world. These mechanical wonders such
as tractors, semi-trucks and earth moving
equipment take on a whole new dimension
when they catch the attention of Duane
Kotrba of rural Theif River Falls.

Mr. Kotrba, has been cutting these
machines down to size and reproducing
them in his woodworking shop. Small
pieces of solid maple are scrolled, mitered,
sanded, drilled, lathed, or otherwise
reshaped into the myriad of individual com-
ponents that comprise his machines in
miniature.

Once fabricated, the parts are finished
and assembled into detailed versions of the
original that include control levers, steering
wheels, moving hydraulic cylinders,
swiveling seats, moving arms, rotating
buckets and functioning track systems. The
tracks are made up of individual cletes
secured with tiny dowels at each pivot
point.

Finishing touches include scale decals
he has made locally and sometimes he will
insert a coin somewhere on the chassis that
denotes the year of production.

Over the years, hundreds of units have
been built for himself and for customers
who have seen one of his creations and sim-
ply had to have one for their own enjoy-
ment. Kotrba once modeled a Bobcat skid-
steer loader that he took into a Bobcat deal-
ership so they could muse at his handy-
work. He walked out with a request for
more just like it. 

Encouraged with the interest generated,
Kotrba set his sights on an addition to his

workshop that would facilitate more of his
hobby and give him the room to stay organ-
ized. He funded the building project with
his little Bobcat loaders. He's built and sold
nearly a hundred of the Bobcat loaders to
date.

He usually gets out to the workshop by
8:30 each morning during winter months
and goes in for lunch around noon but there
is no afternoon snooze or TV indulgence
for Kotrba. He heads back out to the shop
as soon as he can to keep his mind busy and
his hands working. He admits that during
the summer months, being outside and
working on seasonal projects takes prece-
dence but when the snowballs fly so does
the sawdust inside the shop.

Kotrba's first model was of a backhoe
that he made from plans he borrowed from
a coworker while employed by a store fix-
ture company in Hutchinson. The two trad-
ed plans and built the models until Kotrba
began making his own plans. He retired
after 19 years with the fixture company and

spends the winter months coming up with
new ideas and fashioning parts. He is cur-
rently looking into modeling two more
John Deere tractors - a model G and an H.
He owns a model H to copy and is looking
for a G to measure.

He is also exploring another model of
Bobcat and figures it will be at least as pop-
ular as the Bobcats produced thus far.

Kotrba exhibits some of his work at
woodworking shows and has sold some
items there. He likes to take the opportuni-
ty to chat with other hobbyists and see what
they are doing. He hasn't come across any-
one yet who builds up the models quite the
same way he does. 

The finished products are a testimony to
craftmanship, patience and persistance.
Kotrba doesn't rest until he has accom-
plished his goals for each model and does
not settle for components that do not meet
his expectations. 

One man's scrap wood is another man's raw material 
Duane Kotrba examines a scale version
of a track-hoe he crafted out of maple
wood. He most often uses his own plans
that are scaled from measurements he
takes from the real machine.

This Bobcat mini-excavator model is a 1/16 scale representation of the full-scale
design. Although it does not have a track system, it does ride on tiny maple wheels
hidden under what appear to be the tracks.

The sale of some models of skid steer loaders have helped Kotrba to add onto his
shop and further explore his favorite hobby. On the left is a Bobcat followed by a
Hydra-Mac, center, and a Mighty-Mac on the right. 

No collection in Northern Minnesota would be complete without a later model John
Deere model B. 

One of his earliest wooden creations, Kotrba fashioned this big rig out of maple and strips of walnut. The details down to the
treads on the tires are added by the hobbyist using a full range of saws, sanders and other shaping tools in his workshop.

Kotrba's working track systems include
individual cletes held together by tiny
dowels. The track rides on hand turned
rollers along the suspension system.
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DAVIDSON
READY MIX &
CONSTRUCTION

• Concrete • Concrete Blocks
• Rebar • Rock
• Gravel • Backhoe and
• Septic Tanks Dozer Service

CALL (218) 449-4865
or (218) 681-7033

1325 Greenwoood St. W
Thief River Falls

www.davidsonconstruction.com

Randy Rasmussen, supervisor of the Red Lake-Pennington DHIA, put the following

herds at top 10 in the association for December 2010.

January 2011.

Top dairy herds for
December & January DHIA 

Name % in lbs. lbs. lbs.
Cows milk milk test fat protein protein

Northstar Dairy LLC 3X  . . . .1159 90 71 3.8 2.7 3.2 2.3

Walter Bros. Farm  . . . . . . . . .345 86 68 3.6 2.4 3.1 2.1

Beyer Bros. Farm . . . . . . . . . . .76 95 67 3.5 2.4 3.2 2.2

Spring Prairie Colony . . . . . . .373 84 66 3.9 2.6 3.1 2.0

Wayra Dairy 3X  . . . . . . . . . . .284 89 65 3.9 2.5 3.0 1.9

Amundson Dairy  . . . . . . . . . . .65 88 64 3.7 2.4 3.1 2.0

Robert and Terri Dahlen . . . . . .58 83 62 3.5 2.2 3.0 1.9

BLY Dairy Farm  . . . . . . . . . . .355 91 60 4.1 2.4 3.3 2.0

Amundson Dairy  . . . . . . . . . . .66 88 60 4.0 2.4 3.2 1.9

Mark Gladen.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .92 80 55 3.6 2.0 3.1 1.7

Name % in lbs. lbs. lbs.
Cows milk milk test fat protein protein

Northstar Dairy LLC 3X  . . . .1152 90 74 3.7 2.7 3.1 2.3

Walter Bros. Farm  . . . . . . . . .343 87 71 3.5 2.5 3.1 2.2

Wayra Dairy 3X  . . . . . . . . . . .280 88 70 3.6 2.5 2.9 2.0

Spring Prairie Colony . . . . . . .384 84 66 3.9 2.6 3.1 2.0

Beyer Bros. Farm . . . . . . . . . . .75 93 65 3.7 2.4 3.1 2.0

Robert and Terri Dahlen . . . . . .55 82 64 3.4 2.2 2.9 1.9

Amundson Dairy  . . . . . . . . . . .65 89 63 4.0 2.5 3.2 2.0

Mark Gladen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88 86 61 3.4 2.1 3.0 1.8

Morlyn & Debbie Ornquist  . . . .27 93 54 4.2 2.3 3.1 1.7

CB Farms LLC.  . . . . . . . . . . . .52 83 50 3.6 1.8 3.0 1.5

The herd averages are affected by the number of dry cows in the herd. The amount

of milk or butterfat is averaged out over all the cows. This gives the farmer a record of

the earning power of the herd for the month. If too many cows are included in the herd,

then the average for the month may be low, even though the cow that is milking pro-

duces a lot of milk. 

Cooperative members attending Red Lake Electric's District 1 meeting
included (L to R); Willard Brunelle, Mike Dufault and Paul Caillier all of
Crookston. The meeting was held February 1.

Red Lake Electric Cooperative members listen intently to information presented at the District 1 meeting
held at St. Peter's Catholic Church in Gentilly.

Pictured are some of the members who attended Red Lake Electric Cooperative's District 4 meeting held
February 3 at the Oklee Community Center.

Lauretta Stucy, Goodridge, was winner of an electric knife at the Dis-
trict 4 meeting held February 3.

James Wright, Plummer, was winner of an alarm clock at the District 4
meeting held in Oklee.

Cathy Erickson, Middle River, served as the chairperson during the
business session of the District 2 meeting held February 7 at Nazareth
Lutheran Church in Holt.

Door prize winners at the District 2 meeting held February 7 included (L toR); Vince Dessellier, Oklee; Dale
and Sylvia Cole, Middle River.

Red Lake Electric Cooperative members enjoy lunch following the special District 1 meeting held February
7 at Nazareth Lutheran Church, Holt. The pie, ice cream and beverages were served by the women of
Nazareth Lutheran.

Luke Kaushagen, Thief River Falls, served as chairperson and led the
business session of the District 5 meeting held February 7 at the Com-
munity Church east of Thief River Falls.

Having lunch is an enjoyable part of every disrict meeting held by Red
Lake Electric Cooperative. Pictured are Cooperative members who
attended the District 5 meeting held February 7 at the Community
Church, rural Thief River Falls.



By Magen Howard
Tighter government regula-

tions—and the high cost to comply
with new rules—may signal lights-
out for many of the nation’s older
coal-fired power plants at a time
when forecasters predict energy
demand will eventually outpace
supply.

“Americans could see power
shortages by the end of the decade
if new generation sources don’t
materialize,” cautions Glenn Eng-
lish, CEO of the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA), the Arlington, Va.-based
service organization of the nation’s
more than 900 electric coopera-
tives.

To meet the challenge, electric
co-ops are using energy efficiency
measures and innovative technolo-
gy to reduce electric demand. But
these measures will only go so far.
Eventually, the need to build new
generation to “keep the lights on”
will take center stage.

An investment of time, money
The North American Electric

Reliability Corporation (NERC),
the bulk power grid watchdog for
the United States and most of Cana-
da, estimates the country will need
to build 135,000 MW of new gen-
eration by 2017 to meet demand.
Facilities on the drawing board,
though, will only deliver 77,000

MW—leaving an energy gap.
Planning, building, and launch-

ing a baseload power plant is no
small feat. Even if the permitting
process is non-controversial—
meaning there are no significant
objections to a facility—a coal-
fired generating station takes six to
seven years from start to finish, a
combined cycle natural gas plant
three to four years, while a nuclear
plant requires 10 years at mini-
mum, notes John Holt, NRECA
senior manager for generation &
fuels.

Wind farms and large solar proj-
ects, in many cases, need a shorter
amount of time to complete—about
two years total—but they are hand-
icapped by intermittency issues:
even with good location and plenty
of breezes, wind generation is
available at most 40 percent of the
time and seldom operates (due to a
lack of wind) during periods of
peak consumption on hot, humid
summer weekday afternoons or
cold weather below minus 22
degrees Fahrenheit; solar power
systems operate only during day-
light hours and are affected by
cloud cover. Wind and solar
resources must have back-up, or
firming, generation, such as natural
gas plants, ready to come on-line
when the wind stops blowing or the
sun stops shining, and that adds

extra expense.
Federal rules impact energy

prices
Rulemakings by the U.S. Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA) will impact electric bills and
put affordability and reliability at
risk. According to the report, Poten-
tial Resource Adequacy Impacts of
U.S. Environmental Regulations,
commissioned by NERC, four
pending EPA rules would place
new and costly hurdles on power
generators. In fact, regulations
impacting cooling water intake,
coal ash disposal, interstate trans-
port of air pollutants, and using
Maximum Achievable Control
Technology (MACT) to curb emis-
sions from power plants could force
electric utilities to retire or retrofit
33,000 MW

to 70,000 MW of generating
capacity by 2015. A fifth hurdle,
reducing power plant emissions of
carbon dioxide, presents an even
greater challenge since no viable,
commercially tested solution exists.

The Electric Power Research
Institute (EPRI), an electric utility
research consortium that includes
electric co-ops as members, con-
tends if EPA designates coal ash, a
residue produced by coal-fired
power plants that is used as a Port-
land cement substitute, as haz-
ardous, it could cost utilities―and
consumer electric bills―between
$5.32 billion and $7.62 billion
annually.

“Because of these new rules,
we’re expecting a number of exist-
ing coal plants be shut down,”
asserts Kirk Johnson, NRECA vice
president of energy & environmen-
tal policy. “The cost of compliance
will simply be too much.”

Only two alternate baseload
generation options are currently
available to meet America’s
demand for safe, reliable, and
affordable electric energy―natural
gas, which is priced in a volatile
commodities markets, or nuclear
power, which requires a long lead
time for construction and continues
to bump up against ghosts of the
Three Mile Island accident in 1979
and issues involving disposal of
spent fuel.

Natural gas at present seems like
an attractive option to satisfy our
nation’s energy appetite because
the fuel is relatively cheap, power
plants that use it can be brought on-
line more quickly, and burning gas
produces less carbon dioxide than
coal.

“But right now, we’re in a natu-
ral gas price bubble,” Holt cautions.
“While economics today favor nat-
ural gas, my concern is just two or
three years ago natural gas was
three times as expensive. So it
could easily and rapidly go up in
cost. Over the long

term, I expect nuclear
power―since it only emits water
vapor into the atmosphere―will
make a comeback. But there are a
lot of ifs.”

Working to keep electric bills
affordable

To reduce the need for new
power plants, electric co-ops are
fashioning a variety of innovative
solutions to reduce load during
times of peak demand—the electric
utility industry’s equivalent of
rush-hour traffic when wholesale
power costs skyrocket: direct con-
trol of electric water heaters, air
conditioners, electric thermal stor-
age units, and other appliances in
the homes of volunteer consumers;
interruptible contracts with com-
mercial and industrial accounts,
such as irrigation pumps, large
retailers, and factories, that are able
to temporarily shut down or run
emergency generators; calling on
consumer-owned (distributed) gen-

eration to start up; and the new kid
on the block, personal energy man-
agement―notably in-home dis-
plays, web portals, and smart ther-
mostats that inform consumers, in
real time, when load peaks are hap-
pening, allowing them to voluntari-
ly decide when and how to curtail
electric use to save money.

Most co-ops are also ramping up
energy efficiency programs.
According to NRECA Market
Research Services, nearly all elec-
tric co-ops offer efficiency educa-
tional resources, and 77 percent
offer residential energy audits [may
want to describe some in your
state]. To find out about energy
efficiency programs in [your state],
visit [your website] or the Database
of State Incentives for Renewables
& Efficiency at www.dsireusa.org.

Sources: North American Elec-
tric Reliability Corporation, U.S.
Energy Information Administra-
tion, Electric Power Research Insti-
tute

Magen Howard writes on con-
sumer and cooperative affairs for
the National Rural Electric Cooper-
ative Association, the Arlington,
Va.-based service organization for
the nation’s 900-plus consumer-
owned, not-for-profit electric coop-
eratives. Megan McKoy-Noe con-
tributed to this article.
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MID-WINTER
ATV
SALE!
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SPECIAL INCENTIVES
INCLUDE CHOICE OF*. . .
• Rebates
• Extended Warranties
• Special Finance 
Incentives

*On Select Years and Models . . . 
See us for Details!

2009

550 EFI Auto 4x4
Red, Green, Lime, Camo
Starting at $5,899

700 EFI Auto 4x4
Red, Lime, Green
Starting at $6,499

2009

2010 PROWLERS

450 EFI 4x4 Auto
Red, Green, Lime
Starting at $5,449

2010

Offer valid at participating dealers on new and unused 2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011 Arctic Cat ATVs. See dealer for details and program dates. REBATES
vary by model and dealer participation. Financing is provided by Sheffield Financial and is subject to credit approval; not all applicants will quali-
fy for credit. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety always wear a helmet, eye protection, and protective clothing. Arctic Cat recom-
mends that all riders read and understand their operator’s manual before operation. Never carry a passenger on a single-rider ATV. Only ride an ATV
that is right for your age. Supervise riders younger than 16. Arctic Cat recommends that all riders take a training course. For safety or training infor-
mation in the U.S., call the ATV Safety Institute at (800) 887-2887 or see your dealer. ® TM are trademarks or registered trademarks of Arctic Cat
Inc. ©2010 Arctic Cat Sales Inc., Thief River Falls, MN 56701. Arctic Cat ATVs and Prowlers are world-class products from Arctic Cat. Inc.

2011s Now Arriving! Specials On Remaining ‘08,‘09 &’10s
EFI
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700 EFI Starting @ $10,499
550 EFI Starting @ $9,499

MANY MORE MODELS AVAILABLE! VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS!CHECK OUT WEBSITE!

FALL/WINTER ACCESSORY SPECIAL (ATV MODELS ONLY)
REGULAR PRICE

$1,299 WITH INSTALLATION

SPECIAL
$$11,,009999
INSTALLED

3000#
WINCH

60” STRAIGHT PLOW
W/MOUNTING KIT
(YELLOW OR GREEN)

QUICK RELEASE
WINDSHIELD 

KIT

MORE ATV SPECIALS
Best Price

Model Color MSRP All Rebates Applied
‘08 700 EFI Camo $8,249 $5,799
‘08 500 Lime $6,699 $5,199
‘08 500 Camo $7,199 $5,299
‘08 250 2X4 Red $3,599 $2,799
‘09 150 2x4 Red $3,199 $2,599
‘09 650 TBX Green $7,899 $6,399
‘09 700 EFI SE Silver $8,679 $6,499
‘09 700 EFI LE Black $9,029 $6,999
‘09 366 Green, Red $5,649 $4,799

See Us For Other Specials!

Track Kits Now In Stock for
ATVs and Side-by-Sides!

(See Us for Details)

2009, 2010 TBX Models

‘09 650 Green $6,399
‘10 700 EFI Black $7,299

SOLD

SOLD

Business Energy

Efficiency Incentives
Energy Efficient Equipment Rebate Amount

T8 Flourescent Fixtures
(Replacing T12 or incandescents)

T5 Flourescent Fixtures
(Replacing HID or incandescents)

CFL Fixture

CFL Lamp

Split System Energy Efficient Air
Conditioners and Air Source Heat Pump

Single Packaged Energy Efficient Air
Conditioners and Air Source Heat Pump

Geothermal Heat Pump - Open Loop
Open Loop, 16.2 EER

Geothermal Heat Pump - Closed Loop
Closed Loop, 14.1 EER

Energy Efficient Air Cooled
and Water Cooled Chillers

Nema Premium
Three Phase Electric Motors

Energy Star Commercial Solid
Door Refridgerator or Freezer

Energy Star Ice Machine

Energy Star Steam Cooler

Energy Star Fryer

$5 to $16 per fixture

$Starting at $60

per fixture

$22 per fixture

$1.50 per fixture

$30 to $40 per ton

$35 to $50 per ton

$200 per ton

$400 per ton

$30 to $40 per ton

$4 to $15 per HP

$60 to $250

$200 to $600

$300 to $600

$500

This list is not all-inclusive. There are numerous other lighting
retrofits. Other measures may also qualify. Any project totalling
$10,000 or more must receive written approval before project

installation. Rebate maximum is 75% of the project cost
up to $15,000.

By Christine Smith
Consumers can depend on a pair

of important safety devices to pro-
tect them from electrical hazards in
the home: ground fault circuit inter-
rupters (GFCIs) and arc fault circuit
interrupters (AFCIs). Each device
protects against different dangers:
GFCIs address shock hazards while
AFCIs fight fire hazards.

Get Grounded!
According to the Electrical Safe-

ty Foundation International (ESFI),
GFCIs have cut the number of
home electrocutions by half. By
detecting ground faults―an unin-
tentional electric path between a
source of current and a grounded
surface; essentially, current leaking
to the ground―a GFCI protects
you from severe or fatal electric
shocks. It can also prevent some
electrical fires.

If you have ever experienced an
electric shock, it probably hap-
pened because part of your body
contacted an electrical current and
provided a path for the current to go
to ground. If your body provides
the path, you could be seriously
injured.

GFCIs constantly monitor elec-
tricity moving through a circuit. If
the current flow differs from that
returning, the device quickly
switches off power.

Fighting Fire
AFCIs, a relatively recent tech-

nology, help prevent home fires
caused by arcing faults in damaged
or deteriorated wires and cords.
Home wiring problems, like spark-
ing, are associated with more than
40,000 home fires each year,
according to the Consumer Product
Safety Commission. These fires kill
more than 350 and injure 1,400 vic-
tims annually.

Nominal arcs may happen in the
brushes of a vacuum sweeper or
light switch; dangerous arcs can
occur in frayed cords. When
unwanted arcing occurs, it gener-
ates high temperatures that can
ignite nearby combustibles such as
wood, paper, and carpets.

Conventional circuit breakers
only respond to overloads and short
circuits. By the time a fuse or cir-
cuit cuts power to defuse these con-
ditions, a fire may have already
started. AFCIs use unique current-
sensing circuitry to discriminate
between normal and unwanted arc-
ing conditions. In the event of an
arcing fault, the AFCI shuts off
electricity flowing through a cir-
cuit.

For more information on where
to install GFCIs and AFCIs, visit
www.cpsc.gov.

Sources: Electrical Safety Foun-
dation International, Consumer
Protection Safety Commission

Christine Smith writes on elec-
trical safety for the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association,
the Arlington, Va.-based service
arm of the nation’s 900-plus con-
sumer-owned, not-for-profit elec-
tric cooperatives.

A ‘Two-Pronged’ Approach
to Home Electrical Safety

Growing Pains: Building an Affordable, Reliable Energy Future

Lignite-based electric-
ity keeps costs low

The price of electricity from
North Dakota’s lignite-based power
plants remained a bargain at $20.85
per megawatt-hour (MWh) in 2009,
less than half the price of electrici-
ty from natural gas-based genera-
tion, which last year cost $46.37
per MWh, according to Ventyx, an
energy consultancy firm. 

The Milton R. Young Station,
our primary source of power gener-
ation located near Center, N.D.,
produces electricity at $19.61 per
MWh. The Young Station is a
mine-mouth plant, which means
that it is positioned next to the
mines where it buys its fuel. This
eliminates transportation costs.

The production costs do not
include transmission and distribu-
tion expenses, which are added into
a customer’s final bill, but do
include the price of fuel. Over the
past 20 years, the price for a ton of
lignite has remained relatively
steady – about $10 to $12 per ton
depending upon individual fuel
contracts. 

“Electricity from lignite remains
a bargain for North Dakotans, Min-
nesotans and electric customers in
neighboring states,” said Steve Van
Dyke, vice president of communi-
cations for the Lignite Energy
Council. “And with an 800-plus
year supply of economically recov-
erable reserves, lignite-based
power plants will continue deliver-
ing low-cost power for decades.”

The $20.85 per MWh from the
lignite-based plants in 2009 com-
pares favorably to the U.S. average
of $28.57 per MWh for all coal-
based power plants. 

Besides being a low-cost source
of electricity, North Dakota’s lig-
nite industry is also among the top
five industries in the state, account-
ing for 28,000 direct and indirect
jobs. The average wages paid to
coal miners and electric utility
employees are among the highest in
the state.

North Dakota is also one of only
12 states in the nation to meet all
federal ambient air quality stan-
dards. North Dakota’s lignite facili-
ties have invested approximately $2
billion in environmental control
technologies. The cost of operating
these technologies is about $100
million annually.

The Young Station has invested
more than $425 million in environ-
mental control upgrades to reduce
nitrogen oxides (NOX) emissions
and remove sulfur dioxide (SO2)
emissions. By 2012, the Young Sta-
tion will meet current federal envi-
ronmental regulations. The
upgrades will allow the Young Sta-
tion to be our primary source of
generation, likely until at least
2042. 

Minnkota’s key objective to
ensure that the Young Station pro-
vides safe, reliable and affordable
electricity well into the future.

Natural gas power plants, like this unit operated by Golden
Spread Electric Cooperative in Texas, are likely to fulfill our
electricity needs in the short term.

Tri-State Generation & Transmission Association, based in Col-
orado, is part of one of the largest solar projects in the nation,
the Cimarron Solar Facility in New Mexico. Solar-powered gen-
eration is becoming more popular as states set renewable ener-
gy standards.



Yourkeytobuy,sellortradeanythingisthe

ClaSSiFiedS
The members are invited to use this FRee WAnT Ad service.

If you have anything to trade or sell, just drop a card to Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Box 430, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750.

Red Lake Electric Cooperative

Want Ad order Form
use this handy form to submit your want ads. 

PleaSePrinT.
Mail or bring your ads to the RLEC office by the tenth of the month.
Commercial ads are 10¢ per word with a minimum charge of $4 per
insertion.

Member want ads are FREE. One want ad per member per month. 

Please PRInT . . .
Your Name, Address and Phone Number. Mail with your power bill
payment, if you prefer, or fax to 218-253-2630.

Burns
Welding

and 
Repair

•  Skid-steer loader rental
•  Farm machinery repair
•  Custom cattle gates built

to your needs
•  Custom size hay feeders
•  Portable welding
•  Aluminum welding and

tig welding

CALL SHOP

218-964-5444

•Automotive •Industrial
•Marine •Agricultural 
•High Performance

•Vintage Auto 
•Heavy Duty Diesel
CALL FOR ESTIMATE! 

INSTALLATION AVAILABLE
FOSSTON, MN

218-435-6379 or 
1-800-448-1518

PRICE
EXAMPLES:

•GM 350
$1,315 - $1,419
•GM 6.5 Diesel
with new block

$5,330
•Ford 7.3

Diesel 
Powerstroke 

$4,200
All prices are with

exchange on a
rebuildable core.

DON’S
MACHINE SHOP
ASE CERTIFIED REBUILDERS
ALL GAS AND DIESEL ENGINES

We Buy
Cars and
Car Bodies

We Buy
Aluminum

Cans

We Sell
Welding Supplies

Evans Scrap & Steel, Inc.
218-681-3488 • Toll Free 1-800-906-3488
13203 190th St. N.E. • Thief River Falls, MN

We Buy
Scrap
Iron
and

Metals

We Sell
New Steel -
Structural
and Sheet

Roll-Off Boxes
Available

Winter Hours:
7:30 - 4:30

Monday-Friday

O k l e e  O k l e e  

L u m b er ,  I n c .L u m b e r ,  I n c .

(218) 796-5131

aSkabouT
ourComPleTe
buildingPlanS

SerViCeS!
We'regladtohelpyouwith
anybuildingproblemyou

mayhave.

L U M B E RL U M B E R
ANDAND

B u il d i n g  S up p l i esB ui l d i n g  S u p p l ie s

702 Dawn Ave. 

Thief  River Falls, MN 56701

218-681-8221 • 1-800-950-9917

Email: sales@trsalvage.com • Website: www.trsalvage.com

New and Used Farm Equipment Parts

-National Parts Locator-
Toll Free 1-888-560-5321
Bus: 218-964-5321

20 Bakers St., St. Hilaire, MN
Jeff Brouse & Brian Bugge, Owners

BB && BB AAuuttoo RReeccyycclliinngg,, IInncc..

Late Model Auto Parts

WE BUY PARTS CARS!

KM Transmission

Fair Prices
Its all just that simple. Keith Moen
Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Sat. by appointment
(218) 681-4250

616 Davis Ave. N, Thief River Falls

And Repair
Quality • Experience
Dependability • Honesty

KEN'S ELECTRIC, INC.
Red Lake Falls, Minnesota 56750

"We Service Our Work"

Contact Us For All Your Electrical Needs!

Electrical 
Contractor

Shop: (218) 253-4123
Home: (218) 253-4127

Allen Remick - Cell: (218) 689-0313
Jason Knott - Cell: (218) 289-5104

310 Broadway • St. Hilaire, MN • (218) 964-5555 • M - F 9-5:30 & Sat 9-3 • Anytime By Appointment

of St. Hilaire, MN

Flooring to Fit Every Lifestyle
Carpet, Vinyl, Ceramic, Laminate

Quality Flooring at a price you can afford.

CCaarrppeettETC.

brianSChaFer mikeSChaFer
218-289-5430 218-289-5431

CELLuLAR CELLuLAR

16483 120th Avenue SW
Red Lake Falls, Minnesota 56750

Office 218-253-2497

COMMERCIAL    TRENCHING    RESIDENTIAL    FARM

The
Gazette

. . . 
only

$29
in Red
lake

County

ForSale  – 10 ft. cattle gates.
Also do custom gates. Call Roger
Johnsrud at 218-689-5199

Forsale
The gazeTTenoWCarrieS

– Quarter-fold-size envelopes for
computer-generated greeting
cards. The Gazette in Red Lake
Falls, 253-2594. xf

Color CoPieS – Now avail-
able at the Gazette in Red Lake
Falls, 253-2594. xf

PrinTing – Check with the
Gazette for all your printing needs.
No job is too big or too small. The
Gazette, 253-2594, Red Lake Falls,
MN. xf

PaPerCliPSale– Box of 100
paperclips for 50¢ each or $3 for a
package of 10 boxes. The Gazette
in Red Lake Falls, 253-2594.

miscellany

helpWanted

realestate

House For Sale

602 Falls Ave. SW
Red Lake Falls

Big Yard • In Town
4 Bedrooms • 2 Bathrooms

2-Car Detached Garage
Central Air

Call218-637-0081
after 6 p.m.

ForSale-Premierbuild-
ingSiTe-#3567 40 Mostly wood-
ed acres with open areas for food
plot placement. Adjoins Four
Legged Lake providing scenic lake
views for the perfect building site
for your home or cabin getaway.
Convenient location too! Call or
view our Web site for details. Sollie
Realty, Fosston, MN 56542; 218-
435-1525; www.sollie.net. Equal
housing opportunity.

25c

For Sale - neW liSTing!

Great home on the north side of
Red Lake Falls with large lot.
Home was new in 2000 has
open floor plan with 3 bed-
rooms and two bath. Everything
is on main floor! Has detached
two stall garage. For info call
Carol with LeBlanc Realty @
218-945-6281. $94,500.00. 

26-30c

www.sollie.com 

www.sollie.com 
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SOLLIE REALTY
        www.sollie.net

home with many recent 
updates and is move in 
ready. Located on corner 
lot with double detached 
garage. Call Today!

3575

www.sollie.com www.sollie.com NEW LISTING!
CANARY 2 15 11 FOSSTON 2 15 11

www.sollie.com 

www.sollie.com 
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SOLLIE REALTY
        www.sollie.net

Hey! “Hold Your Hors-
es” No, Better Yet . . 
Bring Your Horses! 
You already know how 

acres with a nice home 

place, attached double 

and storage shed too! 

Call Today!

NEW LISTING!
3570
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ForSale

Self-Inking Stamps are the perfect choice! 

Signature, address, professional, logo 

and much more! Available in a variety of  

sizes and are completely customizable for 

your personal or business needs. 

We also do notary stamps.

Call the Gazette at 218-253-2594 or

email rlfgaz@gvtel.com for pricing

and additional information.

Available at the G
azette

TTThhheee

ggaazzeeTTTTee

Self-Inking Stamps
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P. O. Box 430         412 International Drive SW         Red Lake Falls, MN 56750-0430

Phone 218-253-2168
Toll-free 1-800-245-6068
Fax 218-253-2630
After-hour outage 218-253-2200
Office hours Monday-Friday, 8:00-4:30
E-mail: redlake@minnkota.com
Web site www.redlakeelectric.com

Red Lake Electric Cooperative is pleased to offer
you Auto Pay. Now you can have your monthly ener-
gy bill paid automatically from your checking or sav-
ings account. You can receive the Auto Pay service
by completing the Auto Pay sign-up sheet and
returning it to Red Lake Electric Cooperative.

The Auto Pay service is free of charge. Not only
is this service free, you will eliminate the expense of
writing a check, postage to mail your payment and
no more late payment penalties because your bill
will be paid on time, every month, for you.

Your payment will be automatically made for you
on the 5th of each month. If the 5th falls on a week-

end or holiday, the payment will be made on the next
business day. You will continue to receive your
monthly energy bill as you have in the past, indicat-
ing the amount that will be withdrawn from your
bank account. The proof of your payment will appear
on your bank statement and your next month's ener-
gy bill statement.

Continue to pay your monthly bill until you
are notified on your bill that the Auto Pay has
been set up for you.

If you have any questions about the Auto Pay
please call RLEC at 800-245-6068 or 218-253-
2168.

AUTO PAY
SIGN-UP SHEET

I authorize Red Lake Electric Cooperative (RLEC) and the bank listed below to initiate variable entries
to my checking or savings account. This authorization remains in effect until I notify RLEC in writing to
cancel it in such time as to allow RLEC to act on it.

RLEC ELECTRIC ACCOUNT #

NAME (PRINT)

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE #

NAME OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

CHECkING ACCOUNT #

SAvINGS ACCOUNT #

SIGN HERE TO AUTHORIzE

Please return this authorization form with a blank, voided check to: 
Red Lake Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 430, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750

auTo pay offered by rLeC

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Each year the terms of three of
Red Lake Electric Cooperative's
(RLEC) directors expire the day of
the annual meeting. Members of
each of the three districts whose
present director's terms will expire
March 30 have elected director can-
didates at the recently held district
meetings.

The names of the candidates are
Bonnie Christians, Crookston, Dis-
trict 1; Stacey Blawat, Thief River
Falls, District 2; Steve Linder,
Oklee, District 4; Mark Hanson,
Thief River Falls, District 5.

Their names will be placed in
nomination at the annual meeting.
Any other member within these dis-
tricts wishing to have their name

placed in nomination must do so by
petition. The petition is due in  the
RLEC office in Red Lake Falls by
10 a.m. Feb. 28.

At least 15 members of the dis-
trict must sign the petition for the
director nominee. The nominee's
name will then be placed on the

election ballot at the annual meet-
ing March 30 at the Ralph Engel-
stad Arena in Thief River Falls.

Petition forms are available at
the RLEC office in Red Lake Falls.
Contact Roger Johanneck, coopera-
tive manager, at 800-245-6068 or
253-2168 for more information.

Director nominations, 
petitions due February 28

No member shall be eligible to
become or remain a director who:

• Is not a member of the Coop-
erative, receiving electric service at
the member's primary residence in

the district from which the director
is elected.

• Within three years preceding a
director candidate's nomination
was an employee of the Coopera-
tive.

• Is or becomes, or at any time
during the three (3) years preceding
a director candidate's nomination
shall have been employed by a
labor union, which represents, or
has represented, or has endeavored
to represent any employees of the
Cooperative.

• Is a parent, spouse or cohabi-
tant of any employee of the Coop-
erative.

• Is a person who is a parent,
spouse or cohabitant of an incum-
bent director who is not up for re-
election at that time.

• Is in any way employed by or
substantially financially interested
in an enterprise competing with the
Cooperative or any Cooperative-
affiliated business.

• Is or becomes the full-time
employee or agent of, or who is or
becomes the full-time employer or
principal of, another director.

RLEC director qualifications
required to be elected/serve

VOTING DELEGATE CERTIFICATION
Members that are corporations, churches, townships, schools or other government
units may vote at the annual meeting. This form designating the voting delegate must
be filled out, signed by officers and presented at the annual meeting registration desk
or returned with a mail ballot.

The _________________________________________________ has, at an official
Name of Member 

meeting, designated __________________________________________________
Name of Delegate

to represent us at the 2011 annual meeting of the Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Attest ____________________________________________
Chairman or President

Attest ____________________________________________
Clerk or Secretary

The Infinity Wind Energy pro-
gram was developed by our power
supplier, Minnkota Power Coopera-
tive, to bring wind-generated elec-
tricity to customers of the associat-
ed distribution systems in eastern
North Dakota and northwestern
Minnesota. 

Presently, two 900-kilowatt,
commercial-scale wind turbines are
producing wind energy for cus-
tomers enrolled in the program.
One turbine is located six miles east
of Valley City, N.D., along I-94 and
the other, three miles east of Peters-
burg, N.D., along Highway 2. 

To date, hundreds of customers
across the region have made the
decision to purchase blocks of
wind-generated electricity through
the Infinity program. Today, we're
inviting you to join us, and others,
to help harvest the energy of the
wind. 

Join the harvest

THIBERT’S
www.thiberts.com

Red Lake Falls, minnesota • (800) 247-CHEV (2438)
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THIBERT’S

USED VANs

USED PICKUPs

USED SUVs

USED CARs
2010 Chevrolet Cobalt LT 7,000 mi, Victory Red ............................$11,995
2010 Chevrolet HHR LT Htd Lthr, Sunroof, 7,200 mi, Quick Silver .$14,900
2010 Chevrolet Impala LT 16,900 mi, Htd Leather, Silver...............$18,900
2010 Chevrolet Impala LT Htd Leather, Gray, 15,750 mi ................$18,900
2010 Chevrolet Impala LS 24,700 mi, Silver ..................................$15,500
2010 Chevrolet Impala LT Heated Leather, 17,400 mi ....................$18,900
2010 Chevrolet Impala LT 22,600 mi, Goldmist..............................$16,900
2010 Pontiac G6 Sunroof, 17,100 mi, Black....................................$15,900
2010 Chevrolet Impala LT Heated Leather, 8,700 mi ......................$19,500
2010 Chevrolet Impala LT Htd Lthr, Sunroof, 12,300 mi ................$18,999
2009 Chevrolet Impala LT Heated Leather, 30,000 mi ....................$15,995
2008 Chevrolet Malibu LT Chrome Wheels, 42,800 mi...................$14,500
2008 Chevrolet Impala LT Htd Lthr, Chrome Wheels, 34,500 mi, Goldmist...$14,800
2008 Chevrolet Impala LT 47,600 mi, Gray ....................................$12,500
2009 Chevrolet Impala LT Only 800 miles, Heated Leather ............$17,900
2007 Chevrolet Cobalt 2dr LS 29,000 miles .....................................$7,995
2007 Chevrolet Impala LT 61,900 mi, White...................................$10,900
2007 Pontiac Grand Prix 78,500 mi, Silver .....................................$10,500
2006 Chevrolet HHR LS 38,000 mi, Gray ..........................................$9,995
2006 Chev Impala LT 62,000 mi, Silver ..........................................$10,900
2005 Nissan Altima 90,000 mi, Bronze.............................................$8,500
2005 Cadillac Deville 77,000 mi, White ...........................................$9,900
2003 Chevrolet Malibu 100,000 mi,  Gold ........................................$3,995
2001 Volkswagon Beetle GLX 90,000 mi, Red..................................$8,500
2001 Chevrolet Impala LS 119,000 mi, White ..................................$4,995
2000 Chevrolet Monte Carlo SS Sunroof, 144,000 mi, Red .............$5,500
1999 Olds Aurora V-8 197,000 mi, Bronze........................................$2,995
1999 Mercury Grand Marquis LS 89,000 mi, Maroon ......................$5,500
1997 Mercury Sable GS 107,000 mi .................................................$3,900

2010 Chevrolet Suburban LT Htd Lthr, Sunroof, DVD, 15k, Black ..$39,900
2010 Buick Enclave AWD CXL Red Jewel, 15,900 mi .................... $34,900
2010 Chevrolet Traverse AWD 8 pass, 1LT, 10,900 mi, Red Jewel.$28,900
2009 Saturn Vue FWD Cloth, 13,200 mi, Red Jewel .......................$19,900
2009 Saturn Vue FWD Htd Leather, V6, 30,800 mi, White ..............$18,900
2008 Hyundai Sante FE SE AWD 55,000 mi, Maroon .....................$19,900
2007 Chevrolet Trailblazer LS 4x4 Sunroof, 71k mi, Silver ............$14,900
2005 Chevrolet Suburban LT 4x4 Htd Lthr, Nav, Snrf,124k Maroon..$16,900
2005 Chevrolet Trailblazer Ext 4x4 LS, 124k mi, Silver....................$9,900
2005 Chevrolet Equinox LT AWD, Htd Leather, 43k mi Black..........$14,400
2004 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 4x4, Htd Leather, Sunroof, 114k, Gray ...$14,900
2002 Olds Bravada AWD 79,000 mi, Gray ........................................$8,995
2000 Chevrolet Suburban 4x4 159,000 mi, White ............................$5,995
1999 Chevrolet Tahoe 4x4, 88,000 mi, Red ......................................$6,995

2010 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT, 24,000 mi, Blue .........................$20,900
2004 Chevrolet Venture LS, 111,000 mi, Tan....................................$6,900
2001 Ford Windstar Sport SE, 125,000 mi, Red ...............................$3,995

USED CREW CABS
2010 Chevrolet Avalanche LS 4x4, 17,000 mi, Silver .....................$29,500
2010 Chevrolet Silverado Crew 4x4 LT1, 11,600 mi, Red ..............$27,900
2010 Chevrolet Silverado Crew 4x4 LT1, 18,600 mi, Blue .............$27,500
2008 Chevrolet Silverado Crew 4x4 LT1, 52,000 mi, Silver ...........$25,500
2007 Chevrolet Silverado Crew 4x4 LT1, 46,000 mi, Silver ...........$24,900
2006 Dodge Quad Cab 4x4 Hemi, 65,200 mi, Red..........................$18,995
2005 Chevrolet Silverado Crew 4x4 70,000 mi, Charcoal ..............$19,900
2005 Chevrolet Silverado Crew 4x4 105,000 mi, Blue ...................$18,500
2004 Chevrolet Silverado Crew 4x4 98,000 mi, Charcoal ..............$15,900
2004 Chevrolet Avalanche 4x4 LS 126,000 mi, Gold .....................$14,900

USED EXT CABS
2009 Chevrolet Silverado Ext 4x4 LT, 49,000 mi, Blue ...................$23,900
2008 Chevrolet Silverado Ext 4x4 LT, 27,000 mi, Black .................$23,900
2008 Chevrolet Silverado Ext 4x4 LT, 36,000 mi, Blue ...................$23,900
2007 Chevrolet Silverado Ext 4x4 WT, 76,000 mi, Blue .................$13,995
2006 Chevrolet Silverado Ext 4x4 LT, Htd Lthr, 38k mi, Black........$21,500
2006 Chevrolet Silverado Ext 4x4 LT, 130,000 mi, Silver ...............$13,900
2005 Chevrolet Silverado Ext 4x4, 89,700 mi, Black ......................$15,900
2005 Chevrolet Silverado Ext 4x4, 114,000 mi, Sport Red ............$12,900
2004 Chevrolet Silverado Ext LB LS, 4x4, 134k mi, Sport Red ......$10,900
2004 Cadillac Escalade Ext AWD 93,000 mi, Black ........................$19,900
2002 Ford Ranger Ext 4x4, 110,000 mi, Maroon ..............................$8,900
2002 Chevrolet Reg Cab 4x2, 75,000 mi, White ...............................$7,900

one CaLL
Call before digging!

It's the law!

1-800-252-1166

Gopher

sTaTe

Look up
power Lines may 

be overhead
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