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A look at some statistics from your Red Lake Electric Cooperative

qUICK TAKES

RLEC announces scholarship recipients

COURTNEY KROHN
Marshall County Central

Ken Krohn and Cheri Bjorgaard

Viking

TYLYNN MCKEEVER
Badger/Greenbush/Middle River 

Ralph and Betsy McKeever

Middle River

EMALYNN DAHL
Lincoln High School

Steven and JoyAnn Dahl

Plummer

NATHAN BATES
Lincoln High School

Troy and Christine Bates

Thief River Falls

ETHAN PETERSON
Lincoln High School

David and Betty Peterson

Thief River Falls

TYRELL HAMRUM
Red Lake County Central

Lowell and Margaret Hamrum

Brooks

BREANNA COLUMBUS
Lafayette High School

Bruce and Pam Columbus

Red Lake Falls

KENSIE HAUGEN
Goodridge High School

Rory and Dawn Haugen

Goodridge

AMY GLASS
Win-E-Mac High School

Darin and Melanie Glass

Mentor

MOLLIE KANTEN
Crookston High School

Erik and Judie Kanten

Crookston

Each year, Red Lake Elec-
tric Cooperative provides
scholarships for graduating
seniors at each of the high
schools operating throughout
the Cooperative's service
area. 

The recipients are selected
by the scholarship selection
committee at the high
schools. There were 10 recip-
ients this year with each stu-
dent receiving $500. 

The funds for these schol-
arships (7226005.08 Robin
Hulst) come from unclaimed
capital credits.

Congratulations and best
wishes to these scholarship
recipients.
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The American Lung Associa-
tion's "State of the Air" Annual
Report for 2012 gave eight North
Dakota counties "A" grades for lack
of ozone, also known as smog. One
of the eight is Oliver County, where
Minnkota's Milton R. Young Sta-
tion is located.

Oliver County and Mercer
County, which also received an "A"
grade, are home to five of the state's
seven power plants and the lignite-
to-natural gas Great Synsfuel Plant. 

In addition to the counties, Bis-

marck (3725004.01 James Sorter)
ranked as one of the cleanest cities
in the nation for ozone and lack of
particulates, also known as dust.
Fargo was also among the top 25
cleanest cities for lack of particu-
lates.

In compiling the annual report
each of the past 13 years, the lung
association used local data that was
submitted to the Environmental
Protection Agency. This year's
report covers the years 2008 to
2010.

The lung association is not alone
in its assessment of North Dakota's
air quality. The EPA has designated
North Dakota as one of only nine
states to meet all of the nation's
strict federal ambient air quality
standards.

Utilities in North Dakota have
invested nearly $2 billion in tech-
nology to help protect the environ-
ment. Approximately $425 million
has been invested in environmental
improvements at the Young Station
in the last six years.

North Dakota's air quality receives 'A' grade
Milton R. Young Station

Brett Knott achieves journeyman
Brett Knott, right, was presented his journeyman lineman's certificate by Red Lake Electric Cooperative's
manager of operations Bob Guillemette. Knott recently achieved his journeyman's status after four years of
apprentice work, studies and tests. He began his employment with Red Lake Electric in May of 2008.



Agassiz National Wildlife
Refuge (NWR) will celebrate
their 75th anniversary Saturday,
June 23. Events will be scheduled
from 9 a.m. to noon and will
include a bird walk, a manage-
ment tour, and children's activi-
ties.

Agassiz NWR was established
by President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt in 1937 as Mud Lake
Migratory Waterfowl Refuge. Its
primary purpose was to be "a

refuge and breeding ground for
migratory birds and other
wildlife." Although its original
focus was on waterfowl, over the
years, other migratory birds and
year-round resident wildlife,
including mammals such as
moose, deer, and wolves have
received an increasing emphasis
in Refuge management. In 1961,
the Refuge's name was changed to
Agassiz NWR, after the vast,
ancient body of water – Glacial

Lake Agassiz – that produced the
exceedingly flat terrain which
characterizes the area today. 

Agassiz is comprised of a
diversity of habitats, which in turn
support a wide diversity of resi-
dent and migratory wildlife,
including 300 species of birds, 49
species of mammals, 12 species
of amphibians, and nine species
of reptiles. 

Public use opportunities at
Agassiz include a four-mile self-
guided auto drive, three hiking
trails, an observation deck, and a
100-foot observation tower. 

Refuge Headquarters is located
11 miles east of Holt on Marshall
County Road 7 (290th St. NE).
Due to the replacement of the
Thief River Bridge on County
Road 7, visitors will need to fol-
low an alternate route to get to the
refuge. For alternate directions
and more information, call 218-
449-4115. Regular office hours
are 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday. 

Operating Costs 
Aside from space heating equip-

ment, the water heater in your home
is probably the greatest energy user.
The water heater supplies hot water
for personal use, laundry, cooking
and dishwashing. It may also need
to supply hot water for the hot tub
or Jacuzzi.  

So what is the cost of operating
the water heater? If your home is
equipped with an electric water
heater, the typical household will
use approximately 125 kilowatt
hours (kWh) per month, per house-
hold member. A family of four will
average about 500 kWh per month;
500 kWh at $.10 per kWh amounts
to $50. This tells you reducing hot
water usage would have a direct
impact on your monthly electric
statement.  

Change Outs 
Probably the most commonly

asked question we receive pertain-
ing to water heaters is, "My electric
water heater is 15 to 20 years old;
should I change it out with a more
efficient unit?" My answer to this
is, "If the water heater is working
properly, no."  

Yes most water heaters pur-
chased today would be more effi-
cient than your current unit but the
(0536009.01 Gordon L. Nelson)
costs associated with the change
out cannot be justified. The only
way a water heater is more efficient
than your current unit is in the tank
insulation. The elements and ther-
mostat are not able to be made more
efficient.  

In our northern Minnesota cli-
mate, most years we heat the space
of our homes eight or nine months
of the year. Any heat loss from the
water heater tank is captured within
the home. The typical 50 gallon
water heater change out will cost
between $450 and $600. Therefore
the payback because of heat loss
reduction cannot be justified.  

Tankless Type 
For the last few years there has

been more advertising in reference
to tankless water heaters. Therefore
another frequently asked question
is, "Should I install a tankless water
heater?" Again my answer is no.  

Most tankless whole-house
water heaters are capable of raising

the water temperature about 80°.
Again, because of our northern
location, most well water is 40° to
45°. Raising the temperature 80°
provides 120° to 125° water. This
would not be satisfactory for most
home owners or occupants.  

In order to properly size a tank-
less water heater a "flow needs" test
would have to be performed. A typ-
ical household test would probably
determine that due to the flow
needs a 22 to 27 kilowatt (KW)
electric water heater would be
needed. An electric water heater of
this size would require an addition-
al 125 amps or more of electrical
service in the home. Again, this is
not a justifiable option for the aver-
age home.  

Without getting into details, I
can also say tankless whole-house
electric water heaters are very detri-
mental to the Cooperative's electric
system having a big effect on the
Cooperative's electrical demand.
Tankless whole-house water
heaters are contradictory to our
load-management program. Many
utilities do not allow tankless,
whole-house electric water heaters. 

Rebates 

"Are there rebates for electric
water heaters?" The answer is yes
on qualifying models. As part of
Red Lake Electric's Conservation
Improvement Program, a member
can receive a $150 rebate if they
install a water heater with a capaci-
ty of 80 gallons or greater and an
energy factor of .91 or greater. The
water heater must also be con-
trolled under the Cooperative's load
management program. 

In most cases a water heater pur-
chase is not going to be made to get
the rebate. Most households do not
require a stored supply of 80 gal-
lons or more of hot water. The
Cooperative's current load manage-
ment program does not support the
need for a greater capacity water
heater in most households. If your
home's hot water needs require a
greater capacity water heater, yes,
go for the rebate otherwise the
additional expense of a large capac-
ity water heater cannot be justified. 

If you have questions concern-
ing water heaters and your house-
hold hot water needs, call us at 218-
253-2168 or 800-245-6068.  

Until next time, have an enjoy-
able, fun-filled, safe summer.
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of Red Lake Electric Cooperative to enhance the
quality of life for people of our service area by consistently providing
quality electric service and other valued services while holding our
employees, our community and our environment in high regard.

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

WE PROUDLY PRESEnt tO YOU

the Red Lake Electric Cooperative

Customer Service Guarantee

It's short and simple! Red Lake Electric Cooperative employees will meet or exceed your expectations of friend-
ly, courteous service and will meet any commitments they make to you. If your expectations of the service pro-
vided by our employees is not met, please contact me at the Red Lake Electric Cooperative office, 253-2168.
You will receive $5.00 for your inconvenience and our promise to serve you better in the future. Our employees'
commitment to quality customer service makes this guarantee possible.

ROgER JOhannECK
general Manager

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Notice
hidden within the text of the

articles of this issue of the

Volts & Jolts are the names

and account numbers of five

RLEC members. they will

appear within the articles in

parenthesis as such

(9999999.99 Roger P. Mem-

ber). If you find your name and

account number, clip it out and

send it with your next payment.

You will be credited with $5 on

your electric bill.

BilliNGS ANd collectioN
You will receive your energy bill on or near the

20th of each month. 
Payment of your monthly energy bill is due on the

20th of the month. You may pay your bill in person
at RLEC during office hours, use the 24-hour drive-
up drop box located next to the RLEC office, by
auto Pay, or by mail. Payment must be in the office,
drop box, auto Pay, or in the mail, as evidenced by
the postmark, by the 5th day of the following month
to avoid a late payment charge. a 1 1/2% monthly
late payment charge will be computed on delinquent
energy bills, the minimum late payment charge will
be $1.00.

If your payment is not received by the 15th of the
month, a final notice of disconnection statement will
be included on your following bill. the final notice
statement will notify you when your electric service
will be disconnected if the delinquent amount
remains unpaid. If an employee is sent to discon-
nect your electric service, a $50 collection fee will
be charged to your account, even if you pay the col-
lector.

to have a disconnected service reconnected, all
amounts owing, a $50 reconnection fee, and a
security deposit must be paid. If the service must be
reconnected after normal working hours, a $100
reconnection fee must be paid.

BAd cHeckS
a $15 charge will be levied each time a check is

returned because of nonsufficient funds, account
being closed or payment stopped.

oUtAGeS
In case your electricity goes out, please do the

following:
1.  Check your fuses or breakers at the yard pole

or meter pedestal.
2.  Call your neighbor to see if they are out of

electricity also.
3.  Call the RLEC office (218-253-2168 or 1-800-

245-6068) during working hours or 218-253-2200
after hours. We will accept collect calls for outages
only.

MeteR teStS
RLEC has a schedule in place to have its meters

periodically tested for accuracy. Results from these
tests show that meters generally slow down with
age; however, if you think that your meter is record-
ing too much usage, RLEC will test it for accuracy.
You must pay a test fee in advance of the test. If the
meter test shows that the meter was inaccurate, the
test fee will be refunded to you.

Stopped MeteRS
If you find your meter has stopped and you are

using electricity, please contact the office immedi-
ately so we can replace it. average consumption will
be billed to the member for the time the meter was
stopped so there is no advantage in not reporting a
stopped meter.

MeteR ReAdiNGS
an automated meter reading system is utilized to

obtain monthly meter readings. although the system
is normally reliable, there is always a chance that
the correct reading has not been transmitted to the
office for billing. Customers should periodically read
their meter and compare it to the reading on the
billing statement. If the actual reading is not close to
the billing statement reading, please call the office.

GeNeRAl SeRvice RAteS
Facilities charge variable $27 to $35 month

april-December  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.5¢ Kwh
January-March  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.9¢ Kwh

Multiphase users add $22/month cost of service
charge.

Standby, $12/month (meter disconnected but the
power line retained; standby is not available on
services larger than 15 KVa transformer capacity).

Security light: high pressure sodium, $8/month;
mercury vapor, $9/month; water heater flat credit,
$7/month (January-april billing); off-peak equipment
charge, $5.50/month per heat meter; off-peak ener-
gy rate: 5.5¢/kWh long-term control, 7.5¢/kWh
short-term control.

things you should know 
about your electric service
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Happy 
Fourth of July

In observance of Independence Day, 
Red Lake Electric Cooperative's 

headquarters will be closed Wednesday, July 4.

In case of an electrical emergency 
or outage, call the after-hour 
phone number 218-253-2200.

As you celebrate Independence Day, 
remember to play and celebrate 

safely and responsibly.

I have a book page-marker that
was given to me by one of my high
school teachers years ago and on it
is the words "uncertainty and
expectations are the joys in life." At
the time I received the bookmark, I
remember thinking there was plen-
ty of uncertainty in my life. Our
country was at war in Vietnam and
I had a low draft number that had
my attention. Should I go to college
or find a job? I was at that age
where more decisions would have
to made on my own. As I pondered
the new page-marker and how it
applied to the uncertainty going on
in my life, I questioned the wisdom
of those words, but not of my
teacher. I must be having one heck-
uva joyful time I thought, I just did-
n't realize it!  

"Uncertainy and expectations"
would also be a fitting title for most
budget reports; I know it would for
the budget we prepare (5502002.06
Charles Naplin) each year for your
Cooperative. Figuring out how
much energy members will use is
not an exact science, and has
proven to be even more of a chal-
lenge the past few years. Weather,
of course, is a big factor; the colder
the winter, the more energy needed
to heat our homes and businesses.
What has added to the uncertainty
of budgeting energy sales is the
amount of grain storage, aeration
and drying equipment that has been
added throughout our service area. 

Wet (or dry) weather during har-
vest time can impact your coopera-

tives energy sales. For example, last
fall was very dry and there was very
little energy used for aeration or
drying. The conservation improve-
ment program (CIP) mandate that
started in 2007 has also created a
new variable to our energy sales
projections. How much have ener-
gy conservation habits and energy
efficient replacements of heating,
cooling and lighting and other
appliances impacted our individual
energy bills? The economy, while
doing better here than many parts
of our country, has also impacted
the demand for and price of energy
in the wholesale market place.  

With five months records in the
books here at your Cooperative, we
see the impact of a warmer than
normal winter, and the effects of
what conservation and energy effi-
ciency have had on your coopera-
tive's energy sales. Energy sales are
down 11 million kilowatt-hours
(about 15 percent) at the same point
from a year ago. History has shown
modest increases and decreases
from year to year but overall, ener-
gy sales to members has increased
over 60 percent from 1980 to 2011. 

Why are sales down significant-
ly? This is an important question
and one that members of the
Minnkota systems are trying to
answer. Is this a temporary drop in
energy needs by member systems
that is mostly tied to the recent
warm winter? How much of the
drop in energy sales is not weather
related and due to conservation

measures members have made in
their homes and businesses that will
have a long term impact?  

What about future efficiency
measures; how should your cooper-
ative and our supplier of energy
plan for that? According to a recent
survey of U.S. consumers regarding
electric bills, 83 percent of con-
sumers polled took steps to cut
electric bills the past year versus 68
percent the year before. Seventy
Seven percent believe they have
done everything possible to keep
their bill down; 65 percent plan to
use the same amount of energy in
the future; 28 percent believe they
will use less energy and 8 percent
think they will use more.  

With low energy prices in the
wholesale marketplace, there is lit-
tle financial benefit for Minnkota to
sell its excess energy into the power
pool. Selling excess energy over
long term contracts with other utili-
ties provides a better opportunity
for Minnkota to generate revenue
from (7029004.02 Craig Chaput)
outside of its member systems. It is
a prospect that will help keep rates
in check for all of Minnkota's mem-
ber systems, and in turn for our
membership if a deal can be trans-
acted.  

Finding the right balance of ade-
quate power supply while manag-
ing a load control system within
control hours acceptable to the
members, and keeping rates in
check is the continual task at hand
for your energy provider.

Uncertainty, expectations and energy sales

Manager's

Comments
by Roger Johanneck Water heater

Member Service Department
by Kevin Reich

Agassiz Refuge celebrates 75 years



Spring Fruit Salad
1 can (11 oz.) mandarin oranges, drained
1 c. flaked coconut, toasted
1 c. miniature marshmallows
1 can (8 oz.) pineapple tidbits, drained
1 c. (8 oz.) sour cream
2 Tbsp. chopped walnuts
1 Tbsp. brown sugar
Fresh mint, optional
In a bowl, combine the mandarin oranges, coconut, marshmallows,

pineapple tidbits and sour cream; mix well. Cover and refrigerate overnight.
Just before serving, sprinkle with walnuts and brown sugar. Garnish with
fresh mint if desired. Yield: 6 servings.

Blueberry Orange Bread
2 c. all-purpose flour
1 c. sugar
1 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. salt
1 egg
1/2 c. orange juice
1/3 c. water
2 Tbsp. butter or margarine, melted
2 Tbsp. grated orange peel
3/4 c. fresh or frozen blueberries
In a large bowl, combine the first five ingredients. In another bowl, com-

bine egg, orange juice, water, butter and orange peel. Add to dry ingredients
just until combined. Fold in the blueberries. Pour into a greased and floured
8-inch by 4-inch by 2-inch loaf pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 65 to 70 min-
utes or until a toothpick inserted near the center comes out clean. Cool for
10 minutes; remove from pan to a wire rack. Yield: 1 loaf.

Crispy Baked Cauliflower
4 c. califlowerets
6 Tbsp. all-purpose flour
1/4 tsp. garlic powder
1/4 tsp. paprika
1/4 tsp. pepper
2-1/2 c. cornflakes, crushed
2 egg whites
Place cauliflower in a saucepan with a small amount of water. Cover and

cook for 5 to 10 minutes  or until crisp-tender; drain. In a small resealable
plastic bag, combine flour, garlic powder, paprika and pepper. Place corn-
flake crumbs in another resealable bag. Lightly beat egg whites in a shal-
low bowl. Toss the cauliflowerets one at a time in flour mixture, then roll
in egg whites and coat with crumbs. Place on a baking sheet coated with
non-stick cooking spray. Bake at 425 degrees for 15 to 20 minutes or until
golden brown. Serve immediately. Yield: 6 servings.

Oriental Cauliflower
1 medium head cauliflower, broken into florets
3 Tbsp. cold water, divided
1/2 c. diced celery
1 small onion, finely chopped
1/4 c. minced fresh parsley
1 Tbsp. butter or margarine
1 c. hot water
1 Tbsp. chicken bouillon granules
2 Tbsp. cornstarch
1 Tbsp. soy sauce
Dash pepper
Place cauliflower in a microwave-safe dish. Add 1 tablespoon cold

water. Cover and microwave on high for 6 to 7 minutes or until tender;
drain and set aside. In a 1-quart microwave-safe bowl, combine celery,
onion, parsley and butter. Cover and microwave on high for 1 to 2 minutes
or until vegetables are tender. In a small bowl, combine hot water and bouil-
lon until dissolved. In another small bowl, combine the cornstarch and
remaining cold water until smooth. Add soy sauce, pepper and bouillon;
mix well. Stir into celery mixture. Microwave, uncovered, at 70 percent
power for 3 to 4 minutes or until sauce comes to a boil, stirring after each
minute. Pour over cauliflower. Yield: 4 to 6 servings.

Fresh Blueberry Pie
3/4 c. sugar
3 Tbsp. cornstarch
1/8 tsp. salt
1/4 c. cold water
5 c. fresh blueberries, divided
1 Tbsp. butter or margarine
1 Tbsp. lemon juice
1 pastry shell (9 in.), baked
In a saucepan over medium heat, combine sugar, cornstarch, salt and

water until smooth. Add 3 cups blueberries. Bring to a boil; cook and stir
for 2 minutes or until thickened and bubbly. Remove from heat. Add butter,
lemon juice and remaining berries; stir until butter is melted. Cool. Pour
into the pastry shell. Refrigerate until serving. Yield: 6 to 8 servings.

Summer Berry Cheese Pie
1 pint fresh strawberries, sliced, divided
1 Tbsp. lemon juice
2/3 c. sugar, divided
1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, softened
1 tsp. grated lemon peel
1 graham cracker crush (9 in.)
2 Tbsp. cornstarch
3 to 4 drops red food coloring, optional
1 pint fresh blueberries
In a bowl, combine half the strawberries and lemon juice; mash berries.

Add 1/3 cup plus 2 tablespoons sugar; set aside. In a mixing bowl, combine
cream cheese, lemon peel and remaining sugar. Spread into the crust. In a
saucepan, combine cornstarch and reserved strawberry mixture until blend-
ed. Bring to a boil; boil and stir for 2 minutes. Stir in food coloring if
desired. Cool slightly. Fold in blueberries and remaining strawberries.
Spread over cream cheese mixture. Cover and refrigerate for at least 3
hours. Yield: 6 to 8 servings.

Grilled Three-Cheese Potatoes
Note: While this is delicious grilled, it can also be cooked in the oven at

350 degrees for an hour. Add cubed ham to it and you can serve it as a full-
meal main dish.

6 large potatoes, sliced 1/4-inch thick
2 medium onions, chopped
1/3 c. grated Parmesan cheese
1 c. (4 oz.) shredded sharp cheddar cheese, divided
1 c. (4 oz.) shredded mozzarella cheese, divided
1 lb. sliced bacon, cooked and crumbled
1/4 c. butter or margarine, cubed
1 Tbsp. minced fresh or dried chives
1 or 2 tsp. seasoned salt
1/2 tsp. pepper
Divide the potatoes and onions equally between two pieces of heavy-

duty foil (about 18-inch square) that have been coated with nonstick cook-
ing spray. Combine parmesan cheese and 3/4 c. each cheddar and moz-
zarella; sprinkle over potatoes and onions. Top with bacon, butter, chives,
seasoned salt and pepper. Bring opposite ends of foil together over filling
and fold down several times. Fold unsealed ends toward filling and crimp
tightly. Grill, covered, over medium heat for 35 to 40 minutes or until pota-
toes are tender. Remove from the grill. Open foil carefully and sprinkle with
remaining cheeses. Yield: 6 to 8 servings.

Rhubarb-Strawberry Sauce
1 lb. fresh or frozen rhubarb, cut into 1-inch pieces
1 jar (12 oz.) currant jelly
2 c. sliced fresh or frozen strawberries
1/4 c. sugar
In a large saucepan over medium heat, bring rhubarb and jelly to a boil,

stirring frequently. Reduce heat; cover and simmer for 8 to 10 minutes or
until rhubarb is tender. Remove from heat. Mash with a potato masher. Stir
in the strawberries and sugar; bring to a boil. Cook and stir for 1 minute.
Remove from heat; cool. Pour into freezer containers; refrigerate or freeze.
Serve as a side dish or over ice cream or waffles. Yield: 2 pints.
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Recipe corner

degree dAys
to determine degree days, you must calculate the daily mean
temperature for the time period you are measuring. degree day
computation is based on the assumption that a building does not
require any heat if the outside temperature averages 65 degrees
during a 24-hour period. to obtain a degree day figure, the high
temperature and the low temperature for the day are added and
the total divided by two. that figure is then subtracted from 65.
For example, if the high temperature was 30 degrees and the low
temperature 10 degrees, the figure would be 30+10=40; 40/2=20;
65-20=45. this would be a 45-degree day. the higher the degree
day figure, the more heat required to warm your home.

red Lake electric Cooperative, Inc.

operating report
monthly comparison

AprIL AprIL
2011 2012

total revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 1,148,232 $ 1,004,615
total margins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ (7,132) $ 38,190
cost of power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 888,642 $ 743,321
KWh's purchased . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12,362,420 9,721,040
capital credits paid to Estates . . .$ 24,239 $ 23,493

yEar to datE comparison

AprIL AprIL
2011 2012

total revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 5,128,663 $ 5,222,468
total margins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 654,026 $ 662,739
cost of power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 3,442,990 $ 3,603,885
KWh's purchased . . . . . . . . . . . . . .62,473,865 52,534,745
new service connections  . . . . . . . 5 5
customers served  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,196 5,209
capital credits paid to Estates . . .$ 37,012 $ 40,712
miles of line

overhead  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,324 2,324
Underground  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239 245
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Honda Motorcycles

Honda MUV/ATV

New Street Cycles*

2012 CBR 250R $4,099
2012 250 Rebel $4,199
2012 VT 750 Phantom $7,699
2012 VT 750 Spirit $7,999
2012 VT 1300 Touring $11,849
2012 Goldwing On Display
2010 Sabre 1300 $9,399
2010 Stateline 1300 $9,499
2010 NT 700 Sport $8,599
2011 Fury 1300 $11,149
2009 CRF 230M $3,899

NEW Off Road*

2012 CRF 50 $1,449
2012 CRF 70 $1,849
2012 CRF 80 $2,329
2009 CRF 100F $2,599
2009 CRF 150F $3,299

Used Motorcycles
2011 Goldwing 1800 w/acc $9,999
2003 Goldwing 1800 w/acc$12,999
2006 VTX 1300 w/acc $6,899
2007 VTX 1300 w/acc $6,999
2008 CRE 100F (Warr) $2,099
2010 750 Shadow $6,499
2010 Yamaha 200 Enduro$3,399

2012 Cycles &
ATVs Now Arriving
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2010 Big Red
700 (R,G)

$9,399
Reg. $11,699   (Camo Slightly Higher)

June ATV Bonus Bucks
Rancher 420 4x4 $300
Foreman 500 4x4 $300
Rubicon 500 4x4 $500
Rincon 680 4x4 $750

Call for Details!

Financing Specialson ALL Models ToCredit ApprovedBuyers
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Dear RLEC:

Thank you so much for the
scholarship to put towards my col-
lege education. I greatly appreciate
it, and it will certainly help out.

Thanks again,
Ethan Peterson

Thief River Falls

Dear RLE Trust:
We would like to thank you for

considering and awarding us the
$500 grant for our Veterans' Memo-
rial construction. We will finish
phase one of our Memorial by late
summer; work on phase two will
begin this fall and next year.
Thanks again for your generous
donation. 

Aldon Hyland, President
Goodridge Veterans' 

Memorial Park Committee

Dear RLEC:
The help we received in moving

a grain bin was very much appreci-
ated. Response to my request was
very prompt. Keep up the good
work.

Paul M. Hanson
Crookston

Dear RLEC:
I am writing to offer our sincer-

est thanks for the generosity you
have shown to hungry children,
seniors and families in northwest
and west central Minnesota through
the CHS Harvest for Hunger cam-
paign.

Your gift is already hard at work
making a profound difference in the
lives of many struggling neighbors
who depend on North Country
Food Bank, Inc. to sustain them
through difficult times.

We truly appreciate your com-
passion for the hungry and your
support of North Country Food
Bank, Inc.

Thank you again for caring.
Together we are making real
progress in the fight against hunger. 

Susie Novak
Executive Director

North Country Food Bank
Crookston

Dear RLE Operation Round-Up:
Thank you for helping us with

our annual RLCC health fair. The
families always like the variety of
booths and items we have to give
away.

Margaret Hamrum
JoyAnn Dahl

Susan Lee
Anita Bachand

Joni Bjerklie

from the Mail Bag

2001

SOLD

The Gazette . . . only $29 in Red Lake County

After-hours 
outAge phone 

218-253-2200



PaRK PlaCE Mall
REd laKE FallS, MINNESOTa

218 253-4223

HAIRSTYLING

FOR MEN AND

WOMEN

H

Q

The 

Head-Quarters
Hair and 

Tanning Salon

vOLTS AND jOLTS FEATURE OF THE MONTH

• Fertilizer

• Petroleum products

• Town and country

deliveries

• Tires, batteries,

accessories

• Farm supplies

“THE FARMERS’ HELPING HAND”

Dave Miller
Agency

daVE MIllER, aGENT
RuRal ROuTE 1

VIKING, MINNESOTa 56760

•  All-Risk Crop Insurance
•  Crop/Hail Coverage

218-523-5861

WILCOX PLUMBING
AND HEATING, Inc.

REd laKE FallS

Plumbing/Heating/Air conditioning

• In-floor heating • Oil furnaces
• Pressure systems • Gas furnaces
• Electric heat pumps

FREE ESTIMaTES
COMPlETE SalES aNd SERVICE

218-253-4347

BIll H. MOSER, Master Plumber
license No. 1770PM

BIll J.  MOSER, Master Plumber 
license No. 6039PM

Refrigerant Certified No. CFR089400285

218-796-5157
Fax 218-796-5158

anthony.holthusen@ssboklee.com

•  Operating loans
•  Vehicle loans
•  Farm real estate loans
•  Consumer loans

"We appreciate your business."

Farmers Union
Oil Company

Thief River Falls 218-681-3512

THIS SPACE
FOR RENT

253-2594
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Bray-Gentilly
Mutual Insurance Co.
Locally Owned and Operated

Serving Policyholders Since 1900

218-683-3200
2017 Hwy. 59 SE •  P.O. Box 592

Thief River Falls, MN 56701

INSuRaNCE FOR
FaRMS, HOMES
aNd PERSONal

PROPERTy

TElEPHONE uS FOR aN
aGENT NEaR yOu!

OFFICE PHONE

253-2168
OUTAGE PHONE

253-2200

1-800-245-6068

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric 
Cooperative, Inc.

Buy a YORK Affinity 
heat pump today!

Grove Mechanical, inc.
Your hometown heating & 

air conditioning team!
Serving Crookston and the surrounding 

communities for 30 years.

(218) 281-3863

Want to cut your heating

cost by up to 50%?

By Heather Blodgett

Brian and Teresa Schafer's farm has
been honored as a Century Farm this
year by the Minnesota State Fair and
the Minnesota Farm Bureau. To be
bestowed with this honor, a farm must
be continuously owned by a family for
at least 100 years, be at least 50 acres
in size, and currently involved in agri-
cultural production.

Brian's great-grandparents, John
and Sophie Zornig, purchased the
farm in 1912 for $28 an acre. They
moved to Red Lake Falls from Daven-
port, Iowa with their three children,
Harry, Jim and Velma. John, a mason-
ry and concrete worker, built the
homestead and started farming. 

They farmed the land until John's
death in 1943 when it passed to their
son Harry. Harry continued farming
and eventually passed the farm to his
daughter Judy and her husband Robert
Schafer in 1982. They then farmed on
the land, with the help of their sons,
Brian and Mike. 

Brian and Teresa purchased the
farm in 2003. They soon tore down the
original house and rebuilt on the same

site. Robert
continued to
farm the
land with
the help of
his sons
until his

retirement, in which Brian and Mike
took over Schafer Farms together. The
brothers also farm land near Mike's
home east of Red Lake Falls.

Over the years, the farm has grown
soybeans, corn, wheat and barley as
well as raised dairy cattle, sheep, pigs
and chickens. Currently Brian and
Mike grow wheat, soybeans and corn.

Brian feels the family connection to
the farm. "I remember coming out
here when we were kids," he said. He
still has his grandfather Harry's trac-
tors which include a number two and a
number three Farmer's Union Co-op
and an 8N Ford, which he hopes to
restore one day. 

Brian and Teresa saved a few items
from the original farmhouse, includ-
ing a granite shelf that Brian's great-
grandfather John made and a framed

print dating back to 1824.
"I've always wanted to move out

here," said Brian, "I've always liked it
out here." They both enjoy the perks
of country life that they get to share
with their three girls, Paige, 7, Kayla,
4, and Becca, 1. "It's quiet out here,"
said Teresa. "It's nice to be able to take
the kids for a bike ride." 

The family gets to enjoy a lot of
wildlife around the farm, especially
birds and frogs. "There was the noise
of the frogs when we moved out here,"
said Teresa, "We'd sleep with the win-
dows open and freeze so we could
hear the frogs." 

Brian also points out how unique
the landscape is. Browns Creek mean-
ders around the homestead and the
buildings, separating it from the rest
of the land. The fields are also sloped
towards the creek and offer natural
drainage.

As for the farming, "It's an escape,"
he said, "It's enjoyable to do." Both
Brian and Teresa say that their girls
enjoy going out in the tractor or com-
bine and seeing how everything
grows. "It's in his blood," said Teresa
of Brian's choice to continue to oper-
ate the farm.

Although they enjoy the farm, there
are challenges like worrying about the
weather or dealing with market fluctu-
ations that determine the price of the
product. Brian and Mike also run
Schafer Electric together and Teresa is
employed at St. Joseph Catholic
Church, so finding time to farm while
working full-time can be difficult. 

Brian explains that he sometimes
has to sacrifice family time, but often
tries to blend the two by bringing his
girls out in the tractor. Teresa helps by
bringing meals out to the field, run-
ning for parts, and shuttling Brian and
Mike between the two farms. Brian
hopes that one day one of his daugh-
ters will want to continue to farm and
carry on the family tradition. 

The Schafers will be honored this
summer by a sign commemorating
their status as a Century Farm, as well
as a certificate recognizing the farm
by the Minnesota State Fair, the Min-
nesota Farm Bureau, and the Gover-
nor of Minnesota.

Century Farm status given to Schafer family

The farm operated by Brian and Teresa Schafer was recently designated as a Century Farm by the Minnesota State Fair and
the Minnesota Farm Bureau.

"Farming is an
escape, it's enjoy-
able to do."

-Brian Schafer
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Titan

Machine
ry

THIEF RIVER FALLS

    Jay       Mark

Stop in and see 
Jay, Mark or Steve 
for all your equipment 

needs.

CIH New Holland T9505CIH 2388 CIH 450

John Deere Maximizer AGCO R62

Warranty on

2005 & above
1 year or 500 hour warranty 

with $500 deductible 

on power train

  SED. HR.I

CIH 8120 YAG 210902  250.02
CIH 8120 YAG 210876 239.47
CIH 8120 YAG 210875 238.64
CIH 8120 YAG 210877 230.97
CIH 8120 YAG 211732 483.00
CIH 8120 YAG 210903 477.00
CIH 8120 YAG 210905 530.00
CIH 8120 YAG 210904 633.00
CIH 8120 1158 ENG YAG 208100 866.00

CIH Draper Headers - 35 & 40 ft.

FINANCINGEARLY BIRD SALEon MOST COMBINESCIH 8120 - Interest waived 
until Jan. 2014, followed by CIH 2388 - 12 months 0% 

plus $2388 cash off, followed by best 
interest

CIH 1680 CIH 9380

CIH 9120

Steve

CIH 8120

High Quality New & Used Equipment To Choose From

Lots 
More 

R12C
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The following people have capi-
tal credit refunds due them. Checks
mailed to their last-known address
have been returned by the Postal
Service. If you can provide a cur-
rent address for someone who is
listed or the name and address of an
heir if they are deceased, call or
write Red Lake Electric Coopera-
tive, PO Box 430, Red Lake Falls,
MN 56750; 218-253-2168 or 800-
245-6068.

Adams, George
Agri-Energy Inc
Amsden, Gary
Anderson, Allen
Anderson, Ethel M.
Anderson, Mark A.
Anderson, Maynard
Anderson, Rojeanna
Anderson, Spencer
Arceneau, Stephen F.
Armstrong, Elaine
Awender, Kevin M.
Bedker, Stanley
Belgard, Denise
Bellanger, Delallen
Berg. Timothy H. 
Bergdahl, Robin J. 
Berger, Patricia A.
Bernstein, Cynthia L.
Bjorgo, Eddie
Blahauwietz, Edith
Blair, Tammy
Blom, Gayle
Boerboom, Dale
Borchard, Kevin
Borgen, Floyd Jr.
Boucher, Cindy
Bradley, David
Braswell, Douglas K.
Brekke, Micky O.
Brusett, Phyliss
Burrack, Margaret Lull

Bushie, Dennis
Camling, Jeff 
Carey, Joseph P. 
Carpenter, Greg
Carter, Bruce
Cloud, Lawrence G.
Colby, David J.
Commerford, Steven
Counter, Mark
Crotteau, Debra
D & J Farms
Dahlen, Steve W.
Dargus, Sean
Davis, Nancy Carol
Demarais, Irene Marie Est
Dept Of Hud
Dimaggio, Joleen 
Draeger, John M.
Duchamp, Jay
Duchamp, Jolene
Duis, George
Durheim, Mona R. 
Dybedahl, Jason L. 
Elness, Luther
Engvall, Jim
Erickson, Joseph L.
Erickson, W.H.
Evenson, Mary Ann
Falls Concrete & Supply
Fering, Rodney
First Federal Savings& Ln
Fitzgerald, Beverly B. 
Flaherty, Kevin & Dorothy
Flaten, Darrell
Folden, Eugene
Foley, Tad 
Forsberg, Carol J.
Foss (Sather), Jodi L. 
Foster, Michael
Francis A Wold Estate
Fsb Bank Of American
G & H Farms
Gagner, Mark R.
Gebur, Leslie P.

Gehant, John J 
Gillespie Farms
Goodridge Ag Associates
Gregory, Edwin W. 
Gunderson, Arnold
Gunderson, Verna
Gunstad, James
Hager, Paul
Halbash, Charles
Hale, Gary A.
Hamilton, Pamela 
Hamlin, Robert
Hanson, David A.
Harbott, Delbert
Haugen, Duane
Haugen, Machelle
Hayes, Linda R.
Heinle, Kimberly C.
Hemmelgarn, Joe
Hermanson, John Mrs.
Hesse, Kristina Hackett
Hickman, Susan
Hicks, Jay M. 
Higgins, Robert
Hill, Gaylen B.
Hills, Donald G.
Hillton Hog Farm
Hince, Craig
Hince, Ronald J.
Hofer, Fred
Holmquist, David
Home Lumber Company
Homme, Gladys
Horgeshimer, Cynthia
Jablinksi, Judy
Jacobson, Gary S.
Johaneson, Harry
Johnson, Charles A.
Johnson, Gary E.
Johnson, Gregory
Johnson, James R.
Johnson, Jeremy E. 
Johnson, Kraig
Johnson, Michael J.
Johnson, Roy J.
Jones, Alray

Jones, Charles A.
Kallestad, Charles
Kesterke, Kenneth D.
Ketterer, Judy
Kezar, Carl G.
Kitchens, Cindy
Kjensrud, Jim
Klimek, Bernadette
Knutson Mortgage & Finance
Kolden's Kar Korral
Kopecky, Calvin
Kopveiler, Rick
Krueger, John G.
Kuhnley, Richard
Kvamme, Ronald R.
Langelett, Evert
Langfeld, Dwight W.
Larry, Louise
Larson, Loren
Larson, Nathan E.
Larson, Richard
Larson, Robert
Lawrence, Jim F.
Lemcke, Randy
Lewis, Gary L.
Lichtsinn, Norman W.
Lien, Glennie
Lundeen, Patricia K.
Maki, Ken 
Manderfeld, Rhonda 
Mandt, Agnes
Maras, Dan 
Martini, Bill & Judith E.
Mastin, Les 
Mathson, Laurie Ann
Mattison, Eron
Mccarthy, Debi
Mcdougall, Julie Laduke 
Mehl, Rebecca L. 
Merco Sales
Miller, Otis V. 
Molskness, Bonnie M. 
Moreno, Melissa 
Nelson, Amy 
Nelson, Darrel W.
Nelson, Leland L.

Nelson, Randy L. 
Nelson, Richard Trustee
Nelson, Rick W. 
Nelson, Steven C. 
Nelson, Tim 
Ness, Carrie
Nickelson, Conrad O.
Nieland, Richard
Nielsen, Thomas A.
Niemela, George
Nine-Klein Farms
Norberg, Daryl
Novak, Scott & Hans Helgenset
O'brien, Mike
O'brien, Mike V. 
Ogle, Franklin A. 
Olson, David L. 
Olson, Floyd
Olson, Jerome
Olson, Jerry
Olson, Kenneth H.
Olson, Sharon A. 
Olson, Tracy
Perfecto, Anthony A.
Perreault, Shannon J.
Petersen, Tim & Cheryl
Peterson, Daniel
Plastech Research, Inc
Potacek, Jason
Prichard, Tracy
Putz, Patrick A.
Quam, Tommie
Radniecki, Bruce
Ramsay, W.J. 
Ricci, Anthony J. 
Roberts, Becky Lynn
Rodahl, Julian Estate
Roggenbuck, Virginia
Rystad, Melvin
Sampson, David V. 
Schindler, David
Schmidt, Jerry
Schmitt, Judith M.
Selstad, Erling K.
Sherva-Ollerich, Carole
Shetler, Dorothy

Shetler, Mary V.
Shogren, Mary Lou 
Shoup, Leland D.
Skibicki, Lynn S. 
Sletten, Gayle
Solberg, Scott
Sorenson, Mary
Spangler, Brad
Spaulding, Michael
Stanislowski, Stan
Stanley, Max
Stephenson, Lila
Stromlund, Edwin O. 
Sturre, Cindy
Sunram, Lester
Swanson, Ramell R.
Taber, Ward & Suzette
Teed, Suzanne M.
Thompson, Lonnie
Throne, Lynn
Trickle, James R.
U.S.A. Financial Services
Undeberg, Brian
Underdahl, Shawn E.
Ussatis, Kevin
Valley Bank & Trust
Van Wygarden, Ray H. 
Vandestreek Trucking
Vedbraaten, Ruby
Vezina, Lois
Vogt, Robert W.
Walters, George
Watson, Catherine L. 
Weeding, Tim J. 
Weiland, John 
Weiland, Phillip
Westman, James A. 
White, Charles
Wick, Jonathan J.
Wick, Lyle
Wilcowski, Roland 
Williams, Jeff & Ruth 
Wood, Robert
Zak, Claire
Zeck, John

Can you help us locate any of the following?

The following is a list of Web sites that can provide information and
education in reference to electrical safety and energy conservation.
These Web sites are listed as links on Red Lake Electric Cooperative's
Web site at www.redlakeelectric.com.

• Electrical Safety Foundation International: www.esfi.org
• Alliance to Save Energy: www.ase.org
• US Environmental Protection Agency: www.epa.gov/greenhomes
• Energy Star: www.energystar.gov
• Minnesota Safety Council: www.minnesotasafetycouncil.org
• Safe Electricity: www.safeelectricity.org
• Lighting Controls Association: www.aboutlightingcontrols.org
• US Consumer Product Safety Commission: www.cpsc.gov

Informational Web Sites
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www.unitybanking.com

5:00-7:00 PM THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2012
UNITY BANK NORTH

Join us at the Unity Bank North Parking lot in Red 
Lake Falls for food & fun as we serve hamburgers, 
hot dogs, chips, salad, ice cream cups and beverages.

In case of rain, picnic will be held at the Community 
Hall. Register to win an electric grill, and kids 16 
and younger can register to win an ipod Touch!

in appreciation

customers

Red Lake Falls | 210 Main Street | Red Lake Falls, MN 56750 | 218-253-2143
Unity Bank will match donations for the Red Lake Falls Education Endowment Foundation up to $500.

in ppan cipre niotaati n

tsstuusccu reermmeotto srrs

Unity Bank will match donations for the Red Lake Falls Education Endowment Foundation up to $500.
Lake Falls | Red 

   match donations for the Red Lake Falls Education Endowment Foundation up to $500.
210 Main Street | Red Lake Falls, MN 56750 | 218-253-2143ke Falls | 

www.unitybanking.com

         Falls Education Endowment Foundation up to $500.
    d Lake Falls, MN 56750 | 218-253-2143

om

            dation up to $500.
          253-2143

The reroute of Pennington
County Ditch 1, on the south edge
of Thief River Falls, was cause for
Red Lake Electric Cooperative to
redo the powerlines in the area.
Approximately half a mile of three-
phase overhead line was rebuilt and
a quarter mile of three-phase under-
ground line was replaced. Approxi-
mately quarter of a mile of single-
phase overhead line was rebuilt and
a quarter mile of single-phase over-
head line was replaced with single-
phase underground. The ditch
reroute was a Red Lake Watershed
project so the costs to redo the
powerlines were paid by the Water-
shed.

Ditch 1 reroute is cause for powerline rebuild
Right: Troy
Schmitz, left, and
Sam Pahlen work
to make the many
terminations and
connections on a
new three-phase
riser pole as part
of the line rebuild
for the ditch proj-
ect.

Right: Troy Schmitz uses a crimp
tool to make one of many ground
connections on the riser pole.

Trudell Contracting uses their boring machine to bore under the new
channel for the ditch and a county tar road. Once the bore span has
been completed, the underground wires are attached to the end of the
bore pipe and pulled back through the bored hole as the bore pipe is
retracted. This bore had to be 15 feet below the surface as the cut for
the new ditch channel was to be 10 feet.

Casey Thronson unframes a sin-
gle-phase riser pole that will be
retired as it is in the path of the
new ditch channel. Many of the
harware pieces will be salvaged
and reused on another project.

Aaron Derosier, foreground, and Casey Thronson work to make the ter-
minations and connections in the new underground transformer cabi-
net in the yard of Gary Anderson. With the work in the area, for the
Ditch 1 project, Anderson chose to have the overhead line into his yard
converted to underground. He paid for the conversion less the depre-
ciated value of the overhead line.

Right: This is the completed two-way feed pole showing
the cut-outs on the under side of the upper cross arms.
Normally, the cut-outs will be in an open position. If a prob-
lem occurs up-line on either of the feeds, the cut-outs can
be closed to back feed a line from the other direction.

Below: Brett Knott, left,  and Troy
Schmitz work on a double dead-
end, two-way feed, three-phase
pole as part of the line rebuild for
the Ditch 1 project. The two-way
feed allows for the line to be fed
from two different directions.
This allows for greater depend-
ability and serviceability.

Trudell Contracting of Warren was contracted by Red Lake Electric to
replace the underground for the Ditch 1 project. Trudell's cable plow
crosses a township gravel road as all three underground cables are
placed approximately 40 inches below the surface.

Above: Sam Pahlen prepares to connect the jumper wire
between the terminal pin on the end of the underground
wire to a lightning arrestor on the riser pole.



Your key to buy, sell or trade anything is the

CLASSIFIEDS
The members are invited to use this FRee WANT Ad service.

If you have anything to trade or sell, just drop a card to Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Box 430, Red Lake Falls, Mn 56750.

Red Lake Electric Cooperative

Want Ad Order Form
use this handy form to submit your want ads. 

PLEASE PRINT.
Mail or bring your ads to the RLEC office by the tenth of the month.
Commercial ads are 10¢ per word with a minimum charge of $4 per
insertion.

Member want ads are FREE. One want ad per member per month. 

Please PRINT . . .
Your name, Address and Phone number. Mail with your power bill
payment, if you prefer, or fax to 218-253-2630.

310 Broadway • St. Hilaire, MN • (218) 964-5555 • M - F 9-5:30 & Sat 9-3 • Anytime By Appointment

of St. Hilaire, MN

Flooring to Fit Every Lifestyle
Carpet, Vinyl, Ceramic, Laminate

Quality Flooring at a price you can afford.

CCaarrppeettETC.
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HELP! HELP! HELP!
"My basement is wet! Who do I call?"

And for all your cleaning needs call 218-681-7679

Greg

We Buy
Cars and
Car Bodies

We Buy
Aluminum

Cans

We Sell
Welding Supplies

Evans Scrap & Steel, Inc.
218-681-3488 • Toll Free 1-800-906-3488
13203 190th St. N.E. • Thief River Falls, MN

We Buy
Scrap
Iron
and

Metals

We Sell
New Steel -
Structural
and Sheet

Roll-Off Boxes
Available

Winter Hours:
7:30 - 4:30

Monday-Friday

KEN'S ELECTRIC, INC.
Red Lake Falls, Minnesota 56750

"We Service Our Work"

Contact Us For All Your Electrical Needs!

Electrical 
Contractor

Shop: (218) 253-4123
Home: (218) 253-4127

Allen Remick - Cell: (218) 689-0313
Jason Knott - Cell: (218) 289-5104

BRIAN SChAFER MIKE SChAFER
218-289-5430 218-289-5431

CELLuLAR CELLuLAR

16483 120th Avenue SW
Red Lake Falls, Minnesota 56750

Office 218-253-2497

COMMERCIAL    tREnCHIng    RESIDEntIAL    FARM

702 Dawn Ave. 

Thief  River Falls, MN 56701

218-681-8221 • 1-800-950-9917

Email: sales@trsalvage.com • Website: www.trsalvage.com

New and Used Farm Equipment Parts

Specializing In

Water, Fire/Soot Restoration
Emergency 24 Hour Service

Carpet and Upholstery

Ceilings and Walls

Strip and Wax

Tile and Grout

Furnace Duct Cleaning

Janitorial Services

Maid Service • Weekly
Monthly • One Time

Commercial
Residential
Custodial

Kilen’s Custom Cleaners
“ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE ONE CUSTOMER AT A TIME”

(218) 686-2591
Thief River Falls • www.kilenscustom.com

-National Parts Locator-
Toll Free 1-888-560-5321
Bus: 218-964-5321

20 Bakers St., St. Hilaire, MN
Jeff Brouse & Brian Bugge, Owners

BB && BB AAuuttoo RReeccyycclliinngg,, IInncc..

Late Model Auto Parts

WE BUY PARTS CARS!

•Automotive •Industrial
•Marine •Agricultural 
•High Performance

•Vintage Auto 
•Heavy Duty Diesel
CALL FOR ESTIMATE! 

INSTALLATION AVAILABLE
FOSSTON, MN

218-435-6379 or 
1-800-448-1518

PRICE
EXAMPLES:
•GM 350

$1,315 - $1,419
•GM 6.5 Diesel
with new block

$5,330
•Ford 7.3
Diesel 

Powerstroke 
$4,200

All prices are with
exchange on a
rebuildable core.

DON’S
MACHINE SHOP
ASE CERTIFIED REBUILDERS
ALL GAS AND DIESEL ENGINES

KM Transmission

Fair Prices
Its all just that simple. Keith Moen
Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Sat. by appointment
(218) 681-4250

616 Davis Ave. N, Thief River Falls

And Repair
Quality • Experience
Dependability • Honesty

O k l e e  O k l e e  

L u m b e r ,  I n c .L u m b e r ,  I n c .

(218) 796-5131

ASK ABOUT 
OUR COMPLETE 
BUILDING PLANS 

SERVICES!
We're glad to help you with
any building problem you

may have.

L U M B E RL U M B E R
ANDAND

B u il d i n g  S up p l i esB ui l d i n g  S u p p l ie s

Stephen SkilesStephen Skiles
Service/Remodel

218-521-0118218-521-0118

“Where Your Satisfaction Trumps”

AceAce
PlumbingPlumbing

Over 20 Years Experience

PC648814

Red Lake Falls &
Surrounding Areas

• Epoxy Coatings (colored chip & quartz)
• Decorative Concrete Overlays
• Concrete Polishing and Staining
• Concrete Densifier and Sealers
AAnnyy ccoonnccrreettee aarreeaa nneeeeddiinngg aa nneeww aappppeeaarraannccee
wwiitthh aa sseeaammlleessss aanndd eeaassyy ttoo mmaaiinnttaaiinn ffiinniisshh..
• Shop/Garage and Basement Floors
• Commercial Kitchens and Retail Floors
• Patio, Driveway/Apron and Sidewalks

Contact: Concrete Designs
(218) 681-8004

E-mail: epoxy@mncable.net

Concrete Coatings & Repair
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#3744 - “Above
and Beyond” This is
evident the minute you
arrive at the property
and experience the

spectacular lake views! Only to be distracted by the
superior curb appeal of this custom built 2 story home
with cedar siding and brick accents, complete with
double+ detached garage. On to the interior, where
you will find bedrooms, 2 baths, master bedroom with
lakeside views and private deck. Custom oak cabinetry
can be found throughout, exquisite views of the lake
can be captured from the great room and dining room
with walkout to deck. Perfectly elevated lot with 150
feet of fronatage on Union Lake! Call Today!
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For Sale
FOR SALE – Purebred fawn col-

ored Pug puppies. Had shots; are
litter trained, and ready to go. Call
Kathy at 964-5624.

FOR SALE – Magnum shooting
bench, adjustable seat, swivels 360
degrees; John Deere shop manu-
als for Series 4030, 4230, 4430 and
4630, $10; target stand, well made,
close out $10; call 218-681-2109.

FOR SALE – Like new car
speakers. Sony XPlod 260w 6x9's,
$30. Infinity 75w 3-1/2 in., $20. Call
218-253-3423 after 4:30 p.m.

The Gazette . . . only $29 in Red Lake County

Copies
Starting at 30¢

105 Main Ave, Red Lake Falls

253-2594



Linda Hofstad of Trail was
killed in an automobile accident
June 17, 2011. To help increase the
importance of safe driving, the Hof-
stad family sponsored a scholarship
for Red Lake County Central grad-
uating students.

Seniors were encouraged to sub-
mit an essay on safe driving and the
precautions a driver should take.
The winning essay was submitted
by Michelle Olson of Red Lake
Falls. She received a $1,000 schol-
arship in memory of Hofstad. Olson
is the daughter of Eddy and Linda
Olson. The following is her essay:

"Safe Driving"
By Michelle Olson

We all know a relative, friend,
colleague, or a member of the com-
munity who was killed or injured in
a car accident. It can happen at any
moment and time. That is why
everyone has to take precautions
because it can happen so suddenly.
What are those precautions?

First off, seat belts save lives. It's
that simple. A seat belt greatly
reduces the risk of injury and death.
No one wants to be notified that
their brother, sister, mom, dad, or
close relative has just been injured
or killed in a car accident because
they weren't wearing their seat belt,
especially when it is such a simple
device to put on. If you don't wear
your seat belt, then take a moment
to think about your loved ones. If
you don't wear it for your own safe-
ty, wear it for their sake.

I've known too many people
who have been involved in car acci-
dents, and when you first hear

about it, your heart just stops. We
all know that feeling. You hope the
next words out of the informer's
mouth are "they are okay though",
but sometimes this isn't the case.
The public needs to be more aware
of safer driving skills and tech-
niques. There are too many loved
ones who are lost to something that
could have been easily prevented.

There are so many distractions
when you are driving. Texting and
driving is one of the biggest distrac-
tions and there are so many people
that do it. A text can wait no matter
what. Even talking on the phone is
a distraction. Dean Sugano wrote a
comprehensive review in 2005
about cell phone usage and how it
relates to car accidents. The 15
studies on the subject that the
author referenced had one thing in
common. Cell phone use degrades
driving performance compared to
control groups that didn't use cell
phones. Those studies concluded
that the increase in the risk of an
accident can increase anywhere
from 1.16-fold (Wilson et aI., 2003)
to 9-fold (Violanti, 1998). People
under the influence of alcohol or
drugs are also a big hazard. Call a
friend or family member to come
get you. Don't forget that law
enforcers are here to help as well.
Call for a ride from a deputy as
well. They would rather see you get
home safely than arrive as the first
one on the scene of your accident.
Simply put, don't endanger yourself
and other people on the roads.

I was riding in a vehicle with my
mom and dad just recently and my

dad got upset at a person who was
driving a little recklessly. In my
head I thought, "Why get all
worked up over how another person
is driving?" I didn't really see the
reason and my dad, as if reading my
mind, says, "People like that can
hurt the ones I love." I won't ques-
tion why ever again, and it is in my
mind every time I see a reckless
driver myself.

In conclusion, there are many
ways you can take precautions, not
only for your own life but also all
the other drivers on the roads.
Everyone should take a second and
think about what they could do to
drive safer and help pass the mes-
sage along. Unsafe drivers can hurt
another person's loved ones.

References
Sugano, D. (2005). Cell phone

use and motor vehicle collisions: A
review of the studies. Honolulu, HI:
Legislative Reference Bureau.

Violanti, J.M. (1998). Cellular
Phones and Fatal Traffic Collisions.
Accident Analysis and Preventian,
30(4), pp. 519-524.

Wilson, J., Fang, M., and Wig-
gins, S. (2003). Collision and Vio-
lation Involvement of Drivers who
Use Cellular Telephones. Traffic
Injury Prevention, 4, pp. 45-52.
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P. O. Box 430         412 International Drive SW         Red Lake Falls, MN 56750-0430

Phone 218-253-2168
Toll-free 1-800-245-6068
Fax 218-253-2630
After-hour outage 218-253-2200
Office hours Monday-Friday, 8:00-4:30
E-mail: redlake@minnkota.com
Web site www.redlakeelectric.com

Call Before You Dig - Gopher State One Call  •  1-800-252-1166

Red Lake Electric Cooperative is pleased to offer
you Auto Pay. Now you can have your monthly ener-
gy bill paid automatically from your checking or sav-
ings account. You can receive the Auto Pay service
by completing the Auto Pay sign-up sheet and
returning it to Red Lake Electric Cooperative.

The Auto Pay service is free of charge. Not only
is this service free, you will eliminate the expense of
writing a check, postage to mail your payment and
no more late payment penalties because your bill
will be paid on time, every month, for you.

Your payment will be automatically made for you
on the 5th of each month. If the 5th falls on a week-

end or holiday, the payment will be made on the next
business day. You will continue to receive your
monthly energy bill as you have in the past, indicat-
ing the amount that will be withdrawn from your
bank account. The proof of your payment will appear
on your bank statement and your next month's ener-
gy bill statement.

Continue to pay your monthly bill until you
are notified on your bill that the Auto Pay has
been set up for you.

If you have any questions about the Auto Pay
please call RLEC at 800-245-6068 or 218-253-
2168.

AUTO PAY
SIGN-UP SHEET

I authorize Red Lake Electric Cooperative (RLEC) and the bank listed below to initiate variable entries
to my checking or savings account. This authorization remains in effect until I notify RLEC in writing to
cancel it in such time as to allow RLEC to act on it.

RLEC ELECTRIC ACCOUNT #

NAME (PRINT)

AddRESS

TELEPHONE #

NAME OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

CHECkING ACCOUNT #

SAvINGS ACCOUNT #

SIGN HERE TO AUTHORIzE

Please return this authorization form with a blank, voided check to: 
Red Lake Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 430, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750

Auto PAy offered by rLeC

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.
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30th Annual Lions Golf30th Annual Lions Golf

Community FundraiserCommunity Fundraiser
SS aa tt uu rr dd aa yy ,,   JJ uu nn ee   33 00 tt hh   22 00 11 22

9 a.m. Shotgun Start 8 a.m. Sign-Up
27 Hole 2 Person Triple Event

$100 Per 2 Person TeamCash Contests!

Cash Prizes For Top Finishing
Teams In Net & Gross

Players must be 18 years of age and out of high school
To register email teebo313@gmail.com or call

Oak Knolls Golf Club (218) 253-4423

Optional skins game with 100% cash payback!
Mulligans available for purchase

Held at Oak Knolls Golf Club, in Red Lake Falls - Tournament Held Rain or Shine!

9 holes best ball, 9 holes best shot, 9 holes
alternating shot

Men’s & women’s flights
Lunch will be available

$50 for closest to pin, longest Put 
and closest to flag

Fee includes 27 holes of golf
and entry in cash contests

SOLD

Buy • Sell • Trade • Rentals
New & Used instruments

Repairs • Sound & Lighting • Installations
Recording Studio • Lessons • Print Music

Buy • Sell • Trade • Rentals
New & Used instruments

Repairs • Sound & Lighting • Installations
Recording Studio • Lessons • Print Music

Store Hours: Monday-Friday 8 A.M. - 6 P.M. Saturdays 10 A.M. - 5 P.M.

Joel Kezar, Owner
Milo Ballingrud, Sales

315 Duluth Avenue N.Thief River Falls  681-2148 • 1-800-566-2148
kezarmusic@mncable.net     www.kezarmusic.com

The United Nations General
Assembly designated 2012 as Inter-
national Year of Cooperatives (IYC
2012), under the banner "Coopera-
tive Enterprises Build a Better
World." The resolution recognizes
the vital role cooperatives play in
the economic and social well-being
of nations around the globe.

"At a time when folks are losing
faith in big corporations, Interna-
tional Year of Cooperatives 2012
offers us a great opportunity to
showcase the many ways the local,
consumer-owned and member-con-
trolled cooperative form of busi-
ness benefits communities all over
the world," declares National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association
CEO Glenn English. "It gives coop-
eratives a perfect venue to contrast
how we differ from profit-driven
companies."

Every day, more than 29,200
cooperatives supply essential prod-
ucts and services to American con-
sumers.

One example can be found in the
morning paper. Many of the articles
may be labeled "Associated Press"
or "AP." Those stories were written
by individual reporters but distrib-
uted by a cooperative news organi-
zation. If your breakfast includes
freshly squeezed orange juice, it
may be from a Sunkist product.
Sunkist is a cooperative formed by
California and Arizona citrus grow-
ers.

And the list goes on: Land O'
Lakes butter, Ocean Spray cranber-
ry juice, Sun-Maid raisins, Welch's
grape jelly, Nationwide Insurance,
Blue Diamond almonds, Ace Hard-
ware, REI outdoor gear—they are
all cooperatives. 

In fact, one out of every four
Americans claims membership in
some type of cooperative, including
91 million served by credit unions
and 42 million connected to more
than 900 electric cooperatives in 47
states.

A year to honor cooperatives
America's Cooperatives

Build a Better World 
• Provide 2 million jobs with
annual sales of $652 billion 
• Electric co-ops own and
maintain 42 percent of the
nation's electric distribution
lines that cover 75 percent of
America's landmass 
• Two million farmers are
members of nearly 3,000
farmer-owned cooperatives
• More than 7,500 credit
unions offer financial services
to 91 million consumers
• Approximately 233 million
people are served by insurance
companies organized as or
closely affiliated with co-ops 
• Around 50,000 families use
cooperative day-care centers
• Roughly 1.2 million Ameri-
cans in 31 states are served by
260 telephone cooperatives
• More than 1.2 million fami-
lies live in housing owned and
operated through cooperative
associations

Source: International 
Cooperative Alliance

The Cooperative Principles 
The seven cooperative princi-
ples hold that a cooperative
must provide:
• Open and voluntary member-
ship
• Democratic member control
• Members' economic partici-
pation
• Autonomy and independence
• Education, training and
information
• Cooperation among coopera-
tives
• Concern for community

Olson receives Hofstad Memorial Scholarship

Michelle Olson, Red Lake Falls, was winner of the Linda Hofstad Memorial Scholarship. She received her
award during Awards Day at Red Lake County Central High School in Oklee. Olson is pictured with mem-
bers of the Hofstad family, from left, Arlan, Jared and Glenn.
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