
VOL. 45 – NO. 08 RED LAKE FALLS (RED LAKE COUNTY), MINNESOTA 56750

Volts and Jolts
Published monthly for the members of

RED LAKE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, Inc.

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

SERVING THE FOUR-COUNTY AREA OF MARSHALL, PENNINGTON, RED LAKE AND POLK

JUNE 2010

A look at some statistics from your Red Lake Electric Cooperative

qUICK TAKES

RLEC announces scholarship recipients

TYLER KNUTSON
Marshall County Central

Mark and Susan Knutson

Newfolden

MAX THOMPSON
Greenbush/Middle River H.S.

David and Karleen Thompson

Middle River

RACHEL HANSON
Goodridge High School

Dale and Dawn Hanson

Goodridge

MACY BURKS
Grygla-Gatzke High School

Sarah Cullen and Larry Cullen

Goodridge

THOMAS MORINVILLE
Red Lake County Central

Scott and Judy Morinville

Brooks

TEAGAN NELSON
Lincoln High School

Clark and Penni Nelson

Goodridge

MOLLY HAUGEN
Lincoln High School

Monte and Sue Haugen

Oklee

MARIAH TORGERSON
Lincoln High School

Mike and Carla Torgerson

Thief River Falls

ZACH PAGE
Lafayette High School

Allan and Pam Page

Red Lake Falls

CASSANDRA BRULE
Crookston High School

Alan and Carmen Brule

Crookston

KATIE SALVHUS
Win-E-Mac High School

Scott and Jackie Salvhus

McIntosh

Each year, Red Lake Elec-
tric Cooperative provides
scholarships for graduating
seniors at each of the high
schools operating throughout
the Cooperative's service
area. 

The recipients are selected
by the scholarship selection
committee at the high
schools. There were 11 recip-
ients this year with each stu-
dent receiving $500. 

The funds for these schol-
arships come from unclaimed
capital credits.

Congratulations and best
wishes to these scholarship
recipients.

Here are some facts about dairy
you may not know:

• Milk offers nine essential
nutrients (potassium, B12, vitamin
A, riboflavin, niacin, phosphorus,
calcium, protein and vitamin D.

• It takes more than 21 pounds
of whole milk to make one pound
of butter.

• One cow produces about
350,000 glasses of milk in her life-
time.

• More than 10 pounds of milk
go into one pound of cheese.

• Super Bowl Sunday is the
number one day for consumption of
pizza with cheese. In second place
is the Wednesday before Thanks-
giving.

• About 300 varities of cheese
are sold in the U.S.

• The top five cheese producing
states are (3634001.01 Wayne D.
Harder) Wisconsin, California,
New York, Minnesota and Idaho.

• The U.S. is the world's largest
producer of cheese.

• People crave cheese more than
any other food.

• It takes 12 pounds of whole
millk to make one gallon of ice
cream.

Source: Midwest Dairy Associa-
tion; Dairy Farming Today

June is Dairy Month
Facts about dairy you may not know

In this period of rising energy
costs, it's important to keep think-
ing of ways to reduce energy con-
sumption and then do them! 

1. Use fans. Even mild air move-
ment of 1 mph can make you feel
three or four degrees cooler. 

2. Shade your outside central air
compressor for more efficient oper-
ation. 

3. Place lamps and TVs away
from your AC thermostat to prevent
heat from making your AC run
longer. 

4. Install a whole-house fan to
pull air through open windows on
the bottom floor and exhaust it
through the roof. This can reduce
energy use by a third. 5. Install
white window shades, drapes or
blinds to reflect heat. Close curtains
on south and west-facing windows. 

6. Grow vines on trellises to
shade windows or the entire side of
a home. 

7. Avoid landscaping with lots of
unshaded rock, cement or asphalt
on the (4533001.01 Orville Nelson)
south and west sides. This increases
temperatures around the house and
radiates heat to the home in the
evening. 

8. Plant deciduous trees to shade
your home from the sun. In sum-
mer, daytime temperatures can be
three to six degrees cooler in tree-
shaded neighborhoods. 

9. Use CFLs and cut heat radia-
tion by 80 percent. 

10. Air-dry dishes instead of
using the dishwasher's drying
cycle. 

11. Use a microwave oven to
cook more meals, reducing energy
use and heat. 

12. Plug home electronics into
power strips and turn the strips off
when not in use. 

13. Lower the thermostat on
your water heater; 115 degrees is

comfortable for most uses. 
14. Wash only full loads of dish-

es and clothes. 
15. Take quick showers instead

of baths to reduce hot water use. 
16. Caulking and weatherstrip-

ping keeps cool air in and hot air
out. 

17. Hire a professional to repair
holes or separated joints in your air
ducts. 

18. Add insulation around AC
ducts located in unconditioned
spaces, such as attics, crawl spaces
and garages. 

19. Hang clothes outside to dry
instead of using your dryer. 

20. Install awnings on south-fac-
ing windows. Because of the angle
of the sun, trees, a trellis or fence
will best shade west-facing win-
dows. Apply sun-control or reflec-
tive films on south-facing windows. 

Source: MSN Money

20 ways to reduce cooling costs



BIllINGS aNd COllECTION
you will receive your energy bill on or near the

20th of each month. 
payment of your monthly energy bill is due on the

20th of the month. you may pay your bill in person
at rleC during office hours, use the 24-hour drive-
up drop box located next to the rleC office, by
Auto pay, or by mail. payment must be in the office,
drop box, Auto pay, or in the mail, as evidenced by
the postmark, by the 5th day of the following month
to avoid a late payment charge. A 1 1/2% monthly
late payment charge will be computed on delinquent
energy bills, the minimum late payment charge will
be $1.00.

If your payment is not received by the 15th of the
month, a final notice of disconnection statement will
be included on your following bill. the final notice
statement will notify you when your electric service
will be disconnected if the delinquent amount
remains unpaid. If an employee is sent to discon-
nect your electric service, a $50 collection fee will
be charged to your account, even if you pay the col-
lector.

to have a disconnected service reconnected, all
amounts owing, a $50 reconnection fee, and a
security deposit must be paid. If the service must be
reconnected after normal working hours, a $100
reconnection fee must be paid.

Bad CHECkS
A $15 charge will be levied each time a check is

returned because of nonsufficient funds, account
being closed or payment stopped.

OUTaGES
In case your electricity goes out, please do the

following:
1.  Check your fuses or breakers at the yard pole

or meter pedestal.
2.  Call your neighbor to see if they are out of

electricity also.
3.  Call the rleC office (218-253-2168 or 1-800-

245-6068) during working hours or 218-253-2200
after hours. We will accept collect calls for outages
only.

METEr TESTS
rleC has a schedule in place to have its meters

periodically tested for accuracy. results from these
tests show that meters generally slow down with
age; however, if you think that your meter is record-
ing too much usage, rleC will test it for accuracy.
you must pay a test fee in advance of the test. If the
meter test shows that the meter was inaccurate, the
test fee will be refunded to you.

STOppEd METErS
If you find your meter has stopped and you are

using electricity, please contact the office immedi-
ately so we can replace it. Average consumption will
be billed to the member for the time the meter was
stopped so there is no advantage in not reporting a
stopped meter.

METEr rEadINGS
An automated meter reading system is utilized to

obtain monthly meter readings. Although the system
is normally reliable, there is always a chance that
the correct reading has not been transmitted to the
office for billing. Customers should periodically read
their meter and compare it to the reading on the
billing statement. If the actual reading is not close to
the billing statement reading, please call the office.

GENEral SErvICE raTES
Facilities charge variable $17 to $23 month

First 500 KWH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.0¢ Kwh
over 500 KWH (April-dec.)  . . . . . . . . . .6.6¢ Kwh
over 500 KWH (Jan.-Mar.)  . . . . . . . . . .7.5¢ Kwh

Multiphase users add $17/month cost of service
charge.

standby, $9/month (meter disconnected but the
power line retained; standby is not available on
services larger than 15 KVA transformer capacity).

security light, $7/month, high pressure sodium,
$8/month, mercury vapor; water heater flat credit,
$5/month (on January-April billing); off-peak equip-
ment charge, $4/month per heat meter; off-peak
electric heat rate, 4.0¢/kWh long-term control,
5.8¢/kWh short-term control.

Mission Statement
It is the mission of red lake electric Cooperative to enhance the
quality of life for people of our service area by consistently providing
quality electric service and other valued services while holding our
employees, our community and our environment in high regard.
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Things you should know 
about your electric service
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NOTICE
Hidden within the text of the

articles on pages 1, 2, 3 and

the back page of this issue of

the Volts & Jolts are the names

and account numbers of five

rleC members. they will

appear within the articles in

parenthesis as such (99-99-

99-999-99 roger p. Member).

If you find your name and

account number, clip it out and

send it with your next payment.

you will be credited with $5 on

your electric bill.

We proudly present to you

the red lake electric Cooperative

Customer Service Guarantee

It's short and simple! red lake electric Cooperative employees will meet or exceed your expectations of friend-
ly, courteous service and will meet any commitments they make to you. If your expectations of the service pro-
vided by our employees is not met, please contact me at the red lake electric Cooperative office, 253-2168.
you will receive $5.00 for your inconvenience and our promise to serve you better in the future. our employees'
commitment to quality customer service makes this guarantee possible.

roGer JoHAnneCK
General Manager

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

My tenure as a boy scout was a
short-lived experience, having
never advanced beyond tenderfoot.
However, two things from my
childhood scouting days that left a
lasting impression were: the boy
scout motto "be-prepared" and
don't go camping with a tent that
has a large hole in it. The experi-
ence of spending the night in a rain-
soaked sleeping bag had something
to do with my short-timer status as
a scout. 

It's hard not to like or agree with
a motto like the boy scouts have;
"being prepared" is just plain good
advice and applies to nearly every-
thing we do. For sure "be prepared"
applies (6108001.09 Lee Schmitz)
when one considers how much each
of us rely on electricity and what
we need to do when the power goes
out. Being prepared for electric
service interruptions will help us
minimize the inconvenience of
going without power and the risk of
something getting damaged. 

Last year, Red Lake Electric
Cooperative experienced the sec-
ond best year on record in terms of
electric service interruptions; cus-
tomers went without power on
average 50 minutes in 2009. The
past five years, RLEC members
have averaged 1.7 hours without
power. 

Annual average outage time of
two hours or less per account is
considered good so it is understand-
able that we can become compla-
cent and take the constant flow of
energy for granted. We expect the
lights to go on when we flip the
switch given our recent service reli-
ability experience. 

We need look back not too far in

history to see that service reliability
wasn't always as good as it has been
the past few years. In 2001, average
interruption time was 12.3 hours
per customer; the spring blizzard of
1999 upped average outage time
that year to over 34 hours per
account and the flood of '97 raised
the bar to over 37 hours average
outage time. 

Earlier in May, our members in
the Goodridge area were without
power for nearly three hours when
transmission service to our High-
landing substation was interrupted.
A broken insulator on Minnkota's
transmission line was the cause of
that interruption and nearly 800 of
you went without power until
Minnkota's crew could locate the
fault and repair it. 

About three weeks later some of
our members in the same area went
without power again when that area
was hit with heavy rain, strong
winds and lightning. That interrup-
tion of service ranged from 30 min-
utes for some and nearly five hours
for others as our crews worked that
night to clear trees from the line,
splice broken wires and replace
equipment damaged by lightning.
Total customers affected during that
service interruption numbered
about 350. 

By comparison, our recent May
outages in the Goodridge area are
minimal when we look at what
flooding, ice and storms have done
to others around the state and
nation this year. However, these
examples of interruptions in our
service area serve as reminders that
our electrical system is vulnerable
to the elements of nature and
storms can change our comfortable

situation in a hurry. 
What are some things we can do

to be prepared for an electrical out-
age? 

Having a small generator to run
your essential equipment is not
only a good idea, but also a good
investment. If you are one of the
many RLEC members that do have
a standby generator, or are consid-
ering purchasing one, make sure
you have the proper wiring set up
for ease of use and safety consider-
ations. 

Electric code requires a "double
throw" switch which will discon-
nect your connection to RLEC dis-
tribution wires when your generator
is in operation. This will both safe-
guard crews working on the power
lines from any back-feed power
from your generator and safeguard
damage to your generator when
service from RLEC is restored. 

For those of you that don't own a
generator, estimate how long you
can get by without the essential
electrical equipment such as your
sump pump, well water pump,
freezer, refrigerator, lighting and
other equipment. 

With the wet year we have had
in our service area, many would
likely experience wet homes if
there was an extended outage and
you (2304001.05 Rodney Liedberg)
didn't have a battery operated sump
pump to back up your main pump.
If you don't have a battery backup
pump, I suggest you have a bucket
or buckets and scoop handy should
you need them to remove water
from your sump. 

Refrain from opening the freez-
ers and refrigerator to check on
food; it will stay colder much
longer if you keep the doors shut on
these appliances. 

Do you have a lantern, flash
lights and batteries handy in an
easy to find place should you need
to locate them in the dark? 

When we are experiencing an
outage over an area that affects a
large number of customers, there is
a good chance we are receiving
many phone calls from our mem-
bership. Your patience and under-
standing while we are handling
these calls as well as understanding
the time it takes to make repairs so
power can be restored is appreciat-
ed. If you get a busy signal or an
answering machine when you call,
know that we are busy taking other
calls and try your call later if you
think we are not aware of your serv-
ice interruption or you have infor-
mation that would be helpful to our
crews in locating the problem that
caused the outage. 

Keep our phone numbers in a
handy location should you need to
call us to report an outage: 1-800-
245-6068 during office hours and
218-253-2200 after office hours. 

Be prepared  – for outages

Manager's

Comments
by Roger Johanneck

A question that is asked on a
routine basis when referring to
hydronic floor heat is: is there a
need for a sand bed to provide a
heat sink? The answer is generally
determined by what type of struc-
ture is to be heated, is the heat
source an electric boiler, and will
there be any other heating equip-
ment? 

Often a shop or garage that is to
be heated with an electric boiler has
only one heat source. In this situa-
tion a heat sink should be included
in the construction plans. A build-
ing with a heat sink and an electric
boiler on an off-peak setup, can
take advantage of a longer term
control option. Longer term control
yields a better off-peak electric heat
rate resulting in reduced annual
heating costs. 

A shop with no heat sink can
only withstand three to five hours
of load control before experiencing
a temperature drop. For this reason,

the electric boiler would have to be
on short term control, a maximum
control period of four hours at one
time. The short term control off-
peak electric heat rate, as of July
10, will be 6.2¢ per kilowatt hour. 

A shop with a 16-inch heat sink
can withstand 14 to 18 hours of
load control. This setup would be
on medium term load control.
Medium (1133001.03 Merlyn L.
Lindemoen) term controlled load is
cycled off and on daily during the
heating season with approximately
13 hours of off time and 11 hours of
on time. This setup would qualify
for the best off-peak electric heat
rate of 4.2¢ per kilowatt hour, effec-
tive July 10. 

Comparing these two scenarios,
the shop with the heat sink would
save $400 per year if both shops
used 20,000 kilowatt hours for
heating. The savings only com-

pounds over the years. 
A house constructed on a con-

crete slab with electric hydronic
floor heat should also consider a
heat sink. Again this would allow
for longer term control on the off-
peak electric heat resulting in lower
heating costs. 

Constructing a house on a base-
ment with electric hydronic floor
heat may not necessitate a heat
sink. Factors that play a role in that
decision include: what other type of
heat will be in the house; will there
be other electric heat on an off-peak
setup and if so, under what control
option; what is the water table
height in relation to the depth of the
basement? 

If you have questions about
installing a heat sink versus no heat
sink in a building you are construct-
ing, contact Red Lake Electric and
we will offer you some answers. 

Heat sink versus no heat sink, the proverbial question 

Member Service Department
by Kevin Reich

Happy 
Fourth of July

In observance of 
Independence Day, 

Red Lake Electric Cooperative's 
headquarters will be closed 

Monday, July 5.

In case of an electrical emergency 
or outage, call the after-hour 
phone number 218-352-2200.

As you celebrate 
Independence Day, remember 

to play and celebrate 
safely and responsibly.

ONE CALL
Call before digging!

It's the law!

1-800-252-1166

GOPHER

STATE

The following is a list of Web sites that can provide information and
education in reference to electrical safety and energy conservation.
These Web sites are listed as links on Red Lake Electric Cooperative's
Web site at www.redlakeelectric.com.

• Electrical Safety Foundation International: www.esfi.org
• Alliance to Save Energy: www.ase.org
• US Environmental Protection Agency: www.epa.gov/greenhomes
• Energy Star: www.energystar.gov
• Minnesota Safety Council: www.minnesotasafetycouncil.org
• Safe Electricity: www.safeelectricity.org
• Lighting Controls Association: www.aboutlightingcontrols.org

Informational Web Sites



Corn-Stuffed Tomatoes 
This tasty dish uses less sugar, salt and fat. Recipe includes diabetic

exchanges. 
6 large tomatoes 
1/2 tsp. salt, optional 
1/2 c. plain or Italian-seasoned, bread crumbs 
2 c. corn 
2 Tbsp. each chopped green pepper, celery and onion 
2 Tbsp. half-and-half cream 
1 Tbsp. butter or margarine, melted 
2 Tbsp. shredded mozzarella cheese 
1/4 c. water 
Cut a thin slice off the top of each tomato; scoop out and discard pulp.

Sprinkle salt inside tomatoes if desired. Invert on paper towel to drain.
Combine bread crumbs, corn, green pepper, celery, onion, cream and but-
ter; spoon into the tomatoes. Place in an ungreased 13-inch by 9-inch by 2-
inch baking dish. Sprinkle with cheese. Pour water into the baking dish.
Bake, uncovered, at 350 degrees for 30 minutes or until tomatoes are ten-
der. Yield: 6 servings.

Diabetic exchanges: One serving (prepared with plain bread crumbs,
margarine and low-fat mozzarella and without salt) equals 1 starch, 1 veg-
etable, 1/2 fat; also, 131 calories, 108 mg sodium, 3 mg cholesterol, 27 gm
carbohydrate, 5 gm protein, 2 gm fat. 

Fruit-Topped Almond Cream 
1 pkg. (3.4 oz.) instant French vanilla pudding mix 
2-1/2 c. cold milk 
1 c. whipping cream 
1/2 to 3/4 tsp. almond extract 
3 c. assorted fruit (strawberries, grapes, raspberries, blueberries, man-

darin oranges) 
In a large mixing bowl, combine pudding mix and milk. Beat on low

speed for 2 minutes; set aside. In a small mixing bowl, beat cream and
extract until stiff peaks form. Fold into pudding. Spoon into a shallow 2-
quart serving dish. Chill. Top with fruit just before serving. Yield: 8 serv-
ings. 

Deli-Style Pasta Salad 
1 package (7 oz.) tricolor spiral pasta 
6 oz. thinly sliced hard salami, julienned 
6 oz. provolone cheese, cubed 
1 can (2-1/4 oz.) sliced ripe olives, drained 
1 small red onion, thinly sliced 
1 small zucchini, halved and thinly sliced 
1/2 c. chopped green pepper 
1/2 c. chopped sweet red pepper 
1/4 c. minced fresh parsley 
1/4 c. grated Parmesan cheese 
1/2 c. olive or vegetable oil 
1/4 c. cider or red wine vinegar 
1 garlic clove, minced 
1-1/2 tsp. ground mustard 
1 tsp. dried basil 
1 tsp. dried oregano 
1/4 tsp. salt 
Dash pepper 
2 medium tomatoes, cut into wedges 
Cook the pasta according to package directions; rinse in cold water and

drain. Place in a large bowl; add the next nine ingredients. In a jar with
tight-fitting lid combine oil, vinegar, garlic, mustard basil, oregano, salt and
pepper; shake well. Pour over salad; toss to coat. Cover and chill for 8 hours
or overnight. Toss before serving. Garnish with tomatoes. Yield: 10-12
servings. 

That Good Salad 
3/4 c. vegetable oil 
1/4 c. fresh lemon juice 
2 garlic cloves, minced 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. pepper 
2 bunches (1 lb. each) romaine, torn 
2 c. chopped tomatoes 
1 c. (4 oz.) shredded Swiss cheese 
2/3 c. slivered almonds, toasted, optional 
1/2 c. grated Parmesan cheese 
8 bacon strips, cooked and crumbled 
1 c. Caesar salad croutons 
In a jar with tight-fitting lid, combine oil, lemon juice, garlic, salt and

pepper; cover and shake well. Chill. In a bowl, toss romaine, tomatoes,
Swiss cheese, almonds if desired, Parmesan cheese and bacon. Shake dress-
ing; pour over salad and toss. Add croutons and serve immediately. Yield:
14 servings. 

Spicy Sausage Sandwiches
Salsa:
2 jalapeno peppers
1 large fresh banana pepper
1/2 c. diced sweet red pepper
1/2 c. diced Vidalia or sweet onion
1/2 c. frozen corn, thawed
1 Tbsp. chopped fresh cilantro or parsley
Sandwich:
1 lb. bulk pork sausage
6 English muffins, split and toasted
6 slices Colby/Jack cheese
Remove seeds and membranes from jalapeno and banana peppers if

desired (for a less spicy salsa). Dice peppers and place in a bowl; add
remaining salsa ingredients and mix well. Cover and refrigerate until ready
to serve. Form the sausage into six patties; cook in a skillet over medium
heat until meat is no longer pink. Place each on an English muffin half; top
with 1 Tbsp. salsa and a slice of cheese. Cover with other muffin half. Serve
remaining salsa on the side. Yield: 6 servings.

Tangy Barbecue Sandwiches 
3 c. chopped celery 
1 c. chopped onion 
1 c. ketchup 
1 c. barbecue sauce 
1 c. water 
2 Tbsp. vinegar 
2 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce 
2 Tbsp. brown sugar 
1 tsp. chili powder 
1 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. pepper 
1/2 tsp. garlic powder 
1 boneless chuck roast (3 to 4 lb.), trimmed 
14 to 18 hamburger buns, split 
In a slow cooker, combine the first 12 ingredients; mix well. Add roast.

Cover and cook on high for six to seven hours or until tender. Remove
roast; cool. Shred meat and return to sauce; heat through. Use a slotted
spoon to serve on buns. Yield: 14-18 servings. 

Recipe corner
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dEgREE dAyS
To determine degree days, you must calculate the daily mean
temperature for the time period you are measuring. Degree day
computation is based on the assumption that a building does not
require any heat if the outside temperature averages 65 degrees
during a 24-hour period. To obtain a degree day figure, the high
temperature and the low temperature for the day are added and
the total divided by two. That figure is then subtracted from 65.
For example, if the high temperature was 30 degrees and the low
temperature 10 degrees, the figure would be 30+10=40; 40/2=20;
65-20=45. This would be a 45-degree day. The higher the degree
day figure, the more heat required to warm your home.

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Operating Report
mONTHLY COmPARISON

APRIL APRIL
2009 2010

Total Revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 932,579 $ 884,154
Total margins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 158,586 $ 44,350
Cost of Power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 577,507 $ 620,820
KWH's Purchased . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12,209,163 10,871,375
Capital Credits Paid to Estates . . .$ 9,787 $ 14,373

YEAR TO DATE COmPARISON

APRIL APRIL
2009 2010

Total Revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 4,194,375 $ 4,537,829
Total margins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 855,063 $ 681,805
Cost of Power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 2,431,020 $ 2,869,420
KWH's Purchased . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63,261,745 57,929,423
New Service Connections  . . . . . . . 1 6
Customers Served  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,158 5,200
Capital Credits Paid to Estates . . .$ 21,289 $ 29,982
miles of Line

Overhead  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,319 2,325
Underground  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 235 235

From the Mail Bag
Dear RLEC:

Thank you for selecting me to
receive your scholarship. Your sup-
port in helping me further my edu-
cation is greatly appreciated. I am
looking forward to attending
MSUM. Go Dragons!

Sincerely,
Zach Page

Red Lake Falls

Dear RLEC:
Thank you for sponsoring a

scholarship for students at RLCC
High School. I feel honored to have
received this scholarship and will
put it to good use in furthering my
education at UND.

Thomas Morinville
Brooks

Dear RLEC:
Thank you for the scholarship; it

is greatly appreciated and makes
life a little easier for my family. My
intended major of biochemistry has
only altered a little into biochemi-
cal engineering, but alters my num-
ber of years going to college a lot,
so your scholarship is even more
appreciated.

Thank you again,
Molly Haugen

Oklee

Dear RLEC:
Thank you for awarding me

with your $500 scholarship this
year. It will be very helpful next
year. I appreciate your support and
assure you it will be put to good use
in my post secondary education.

Teagan Nelson
Goodridge

Dear RLEC:
Thank you for selecting me as

one of the recipients of your schol-
arships. My plans are to attend the
University of Minnesota in pursuit
of a B.A. degree in chemistry and
plan to further my education with a
degree in pharmacy. The money
will be very useful when paying for
books, tuition and all of the other
expenses that go with college life.

Sincerely,
Max Thompson

Greenbush-Middle River
School

Dear RLEC Trust, Inc.:
We would like to acknowledge

and express appreciation for funds
given to support grounds/building
at PCHS. As a non-profit organiza-
tion, our mission is accomplished
through the generosity of others.
Thank you for supporting our
work.

From all of us at PCHS

Randy Rasmussen, supervisor of the Red Lake-Pennington DHIA, put the following
herds at top 10 in the association for April.

Top dairy herds for April DHIA 

Name % in lbs. lbs. lbs.
Cows milk milk test fat protein protein

Northstar Dairy LLC 3X  . . . .1114 93 80 3.4 2.7 3.2 2.6
NW Outreach Center  . . . . . . .113 90 78 3.7 2.9 3.1 2.4
Wayra Dairy 3X  . . . . . . . . . . .271 94 77 3.4 2.6 2.9 2.2
Spring Prairie Colony . . . . . . .363 88 72 3.8 2.7 3.0 2.2
Walter Bros. Farm  . . . . . . . . .334 89 69 3.5 2.4 3.0 2.1
Beyer Bros. Farm . . . . . . . . . . .83 93 66 3.4 2.3 3.0 2.0
Robert and Terri Dahlen . . . . . .54 87 66 3.1 2.0 3.0 2.0
Amundson Dairy  . . . . . . . . . . .68 84 63 3.8 2.4 3.0 1.9
CB Farms LLC  . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 98 61 3.6 2.2 3.1 1.9
BLY Dairy Farm Inc. . . . . . . . .233 86 59 3.7 2.2 3.0 1.8

The herd averages are affected by the number of dry cows in the herd. The amount
of milk or butterfat is averaged out over all the cows. This gives the farmer a record of
the earning power of the herd for the month. If too many cows are included in the herd,
then the average for the month may be low, even though the cow that is milking pro-
duces a lot of milk. 

The St. Hilaire ELCA Parish of
Calvary Lutheran Church in down-
town St. Hilaire and St. Pauli
Lutheran Church south of Thief
River Falls are changing their sum-
mer schedule for worship services. 

St. Pauli is located four miles
south of Thief River Falls on High-
way 59 to County Road 20 and
three miles south, or just one mile
north of the Hazel Elevator. 

The parish for both churches
will be holding one Sunday morn-
ing service at 9:30 a.m. and an
informal service on Wednesday
evenings at 7 p.m. 

For the first half of the summer,
June 6 through July 14, the Sunday
morning service will be at Calvary
Lutheran Church in St. Hilaire at
9:30 a.m. The Wednesday evening
service will be at St. Pauli at 7 p.m. 

For the second half of the sum-
mer, July 18 through Aug. 29, this

will switch and the Sunday morn-
ing service will be at St. Pauli at
9:30 a.m. and the Wednesday
evening service will be at Calvary
at 7 p.m. 

The Wednesday evening servic-
es will be casual and will feature
musicians from the area who will
lead the congregational singing and
also provide special music during
the service. In most cases, there is a
different group each week. 

We are expecting to really enjoy
these Wednesday evenings, as well
as our early service on Sunday
mornings. 

Pastor Terri Cuppett is the pastor
for this parish and will be leading
both worship services each week. 

Everyone is welcome to attend
any or all of these special summer
church events. Come sing and wor-
ship with us! 

St. Hilaire parish has new
summer service schedule 

During National Homeownership Month, community banks across the country are doing what 
they’ve always done - helping millions of Americans to become and stay homeowners.

There is no mortgage lending crisis for community banks like Unity Bank.  That’s because 
community banks are well run, highly capitalized and closely regulated and focused on doing 
what is best for our customers and our communities.

We want to give you a mortgage that works for you and your family for the long term.  Ask us 
about how we can help finance your homeownership dream today.

national homeownership month

(UB KLC 05252010)

BUYA NEW 2007, 2008, 2009 OR 2010 ARCTIC CAT® PROWLER® AND GET:

Financing as low as 1.9% APR for 36 months OR
3-Year Limited Warranty OR Rebates up to $1,300

- OR -
BUYA NEW 2011 ARCTIC CAT PROWLER AND GET:

7.9% APR Financing for 60 months OR 2-Year Limited Warranty
OR Free 3000 lb.Winch*

*Offer valid at participating dealers on new and unused 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011Arctic Cat Prowlers, excluding Special Service Models.
See dealer for details and program dates. 2011 Models only: 7.9% APR FINANCING for a term up to 60 months. 2007–2010 Models only:
1.9% APR FINANCING for a term up to 36 months, 2.9% APR FINANCING for a term up to 48 months or 3.9% APR FINANCING for a term
up to 60 months. 2-YEAR & 3-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTIES include six-month factory warranty and18-month or 30-month extended service
contract through Cat Care by Cornerstone. Winch installation not included. REBATES vary by model and dealer participation. Financing is
provided by Sheffield Financial and is subject to credit approval; not all applicants will qualify for credit. Financing promotions void where
prohibited. Offer subject to change without notice. Excludes tax, freight and dealer setup. ROVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety
always wear a helmet, eye protection, and protective clothing. Never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. Never engage in stunt driving;
riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix and could cause injury or even death. Avoid excessive speeds and be particularly careful on difficult terrain.
We recommend all ROV operators have a valid driver’s license and always wear a seat belt. Never carry a passenger in the cargo box; the
passenger must be able to place both feet on the floor while keeping their back against the back of the seat. Arctic Cat recommends that all
riders read and understand their operator’s manual before operation. Along with concerned conservationists everywhere, Arctic Cat urges you
to “Tread Lightly” on public and private lands. Ride only on designated areas or trails. Preserve your future riding opportunities by showing
respect for the environment, local laws, and the rights of others when riding. Do not shoot from or lean firearms or bows
against the ROV. ®™are trademarks or registered trademarks of Arctic Cat Inc. ©2010Arctic Cat Sales Inc.,Thief River
Falls, MN 56701. Arctic Cat ATVs and Prowlers are world-class products from Arctic Cat Inc.

• 218-681-1007•www.rvsports.com
Hwy. 1 & 59 W. • Thief River Falls
FAX: (218) 681-8420 • 1-800-826-5403

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9-5:30 • Sat. 9-1

GOPHER statE 

ONE CaLL
Call before digging! It's the law!

1-800-252-1166



Bray-Gentilly
Mutual Insurance Co.
Locally Owned and Operated

Serving Policyholders Since 1900

218-683-3200
2017 Hwy. 59 SE •  P.O. Box 592

Thief River Falls, MN 56701

INSURANCE FOR
FARMS, HOMES
AND PERSONAL

PROPERTy

TELEPHONE US FOR AN
AGENT NEAR yOU!

OFFICE PHONE

253-2168
OUTAGE PHONE

253-2200

1-800-245-6068

PARK PLACE MALL
RED LAKE FALLS, MINNESOTA

218 253-4223

HAIRSTYLING

FOR MEN AND

WOMEN

H

Q

The 

Head-Quarters
Hair and 

Tanning Salon

VOLTS AND jOLTS FEATURE OF THE MONTH

• Fertilizer

• Petroleum products

• Town and country

deliveries

• Tires, batteries,

accessories

• Farm supplies

“THE FARMERS’ HELPING HAND”

Dave Miller
Agency

DAVE MILLER, AGENT
RURAL ROUTE 1

VIKING, MINNESOTA 56760

•  All-Risk Crop Insurance
•  Crop/Hail Coverage

218-523-5861

WILCOX PLUMBING
AND HEATING, Inc.

RED LAKE FALLS

Plumbing/Heating/Air conditioning

• In-floor heating • Oil furnaces
• Pressure systems • Gas furnaces
• Electric heat pumps

FREE ESTIMATES
COMPLETE SALES AND SERVICE

218-253-4347

BILL H. MOSER, Master Plumber
License No. 1770PM

BILL J.  MOSER, Master Plumber 
License No. 6039PM

Refrigerant Certified No. CFR089400285

218-796-5157
Fax 218-796-5158
tim.hagl@ssboklee.com

•  Operating loans
•  Vehicle loans
•  Farm real estate loans
•  Consumer loans

"We appreciate your business."

Farmers Union
Oil Company

Thief River Falls 218-681-3512

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric 
Cooperative, Inc.

Buy a YORK Affinity 
heat pump today!

Grove Mechanical, inc.
Your hometown heating & 

air conditioning team!
Serving Crookston and the surrounding 

communities for 30 years.

(218) 281-3863

Want to cut your heating

cost by up to 50%?

THE

GAzE TTE

Copies
FULL COLOR
NO MINIMUM

Some conditions apply. 
Call or stop in for details.

105 Main Ave, Red Lake Falls

253-2594

Starting at 30¢

Hanson Oil &
Fuel, Inc.

Give Andy a call at
218-253-2787 or 218-281-4102

RED LAKE FALLS

FARMER-GROWN BIODIESEL

• Quality products, prompt service • Biodiesel
• Diesel fuel • Heating oils
• Aviation gas • Unleaded gas
• Jet-A

UP TO 5,000 MILES
BEFORE OIL CHANGE

By Destiny Harmoning
Cabin View Gardens, located just outside of

Thief River Falls  near the airport, specializes
in home-grown produce, jams, jellies and pick-
led products. Much of the produce is grown in
a high tunnel greenhouse.

The operation is a cooperative effort
between Rob and Kim Swanson of Thief River
Falls, Van and Dede Swanson of Thief River
Falls and Don and Carolyn Matz of Warren.
The operation is located at Van and Dede's
farm.

The operation became reality when the
three couples, who are not related, began
attending meetings about high tunnel green-
houses offered through the University of Min-
nesota Extension, which some of them are
employed through.

Kim works at the Pennington County
Extension office as an office manager and
Master Gardener. Her husband Rob works at
Northern Motors and has owned and operated
a custom combine business for the past 26
years. They have two children: Lindsey, 25,
and Dale, 22. Lindsey is married to Josh
Brown and they have a son, 17 months.

Van is employed by the University of Min-
nesota Extension, working with the 4-H pro-
grams in Marshall and Pennington County. He
also raises beef cattle and sells hamburger. His
wife Dede operates a beauty shop out of their
home. They have two children: Kelly, 36, and
Ryan, 32. They also have four grandchildren:
Olivia, 8, Hannah, 6, Alice, 3, and Drew, 3. 

Carolyn is a retired teacher from Warren-
Alvarado-Oslo Elementary and is currently
working for the University of Minnesota
Extension as a Nutrition Education Assistant.
Her husband Don works for Marshall County in the solid waste department
and is the Veterans Service Officer. They have one son, Marcus, 23, who is
a chemist at General Mills.

The crew came together and started Cabin View Gardens when they real-
ized they all had an interest in gardening, canning and high tunnel opera-
tions.

"At first we said we'd never have one but then cooperatively we thought
we could handle one," Van said of building a high tunnel greenhouse.

The high tunnel greenhouse is operated just like a garden, only its inside
a plastic building. The plants are grown on the ground and taken care of
with an irrigation system. The high tunnel allows the produce to be kept at
higher temperatures than outside the greenhouse, which allows the plants to
grow more efficiently and they produce more. The high tunnel also extends
the growing season by eight to ten weeks.

Cabin View Gardens began with a lot of research and time spent attend-
ing meetings. Then they purchased the building and chose the location. Van

and Dede offered their farm to put the high tunnel because of its close prox-
imity to Thief River Falls, which would benefit their customers. 

The group also visited with several friends who were operating high tun-
nel greenhouses and acquired some much-needed advice on getting started.

"The people who have high tunnels are so friendly and so willing to
share; we have so many resources to go by if we have questions," said Kim.

The high tunnel greenhouse was built in September. Several people were
recruited to help with the raising of the building, as it is quite an extensive
process.

They each played an individual and cooperative role in getting the high
tunnel operation started. Kim grew the plants from seed and got them ready
to be planted in the high tunnel. Kim and Rob did the speaker system,
which plays music out at the cabin across from the high tunnel and Rob did
a lot of electrical work. Don did some of the construction, including work-
ing on the trellises and irrigation system. Carolyn provided her knowledge
of canning to the others. Dede and Van maintain the heat, which requires

opening and closing the sides of the high tunnel
frequently according to the outside temperature
and the sun. They all worked together to plant the
produce and share in the keeping of the plants.

"We kind of all work together so we really
don't have a particular job necessarily, if some-
thing needs to be done we try to get it done," Van
said of their teamwork.

Cabin View Gardens really began last summer,
prior to the building of the high tunnel, when the
couples began selling produce from their own gar-
dens as well as canned goods.

They attended three different shows to get their
name out and also relied on word of mouth. Crazy
Days, Bountiful Harvest and Everybody's Market,
all in Thief River Falls, were events they sold at.

The couples are hoping to be a part of a farm-
ers' market being proposed by the Thief River
Falls Chamber of Commerce to be held every Sat-
urday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. They are also consid-
ering being open at their location on Wednesdays
for consumers.

The group said they were quite successful last
summer in their sales and only expect things to
continue to grow as they are still in an experimen-
tal stage and it's too early to tell how successful
the business will be overall. 

The couples agreed that Cabin View Gardens
wasn't about money, but about the enjoyment of
growing the produce, working together and being
able to provide home-grown goods to the public.

At Cabin View Gardens, they grow and sell
cucumbers, peppers, garlic, tomatoes, lettuce,
radishes, eggplant, cantaloupe, sweet potatoes,
onions, brocoli and cauliflower in the high tunnel.
Plus some additional varieties are supplemented
through each of their gardens.

Everything sold through Cabin View Gardens
is locally-grown. They either grow it in the high tunnel, in their own gar-
dens, or they acquire it from other local growers as in the case of their
berries for jams and jellies.

The consumers of home-grown products aren't the only ones taking
notice in the Cabin View Gardens' high tunnel greenhouse. Several local
groups and organizations have been out to tour the operation including
young students, Master Gardeners, Home Makers, Garden Club, Nutrition-
al Education Assistants and the Natural Resources Conservation Service,
who were interested in the operation because they were administering a
grant for the start up of high tunnel greenhouses.

Anyone who is interested in viewing the operation can call Cabin View
Gardens to set up an appointment.

Those who are interested in Cabin View Garden products can contact
them at 218-681-8836, 218-745-5605 or 218-681-1155 or email cabin-
viewgardens@hotmail.com.

Fresh produce and more available from Cabin View Gardens

Inside the high tunnel greenhouse, the temperature is much warmer
than outside, allowing the growing season to be extended and the
plants to grow more efficiently.

Some green peppers are nearly ready to be picked at the Cabin View
Gardens high tunnel greenhouse.

Trellises on the inside of the high tunnel greenhouse help keep the
plants from tipping over, allowing them to produce more.

Cabin View Gardens is run by, from left, Don and Caroline Matz, Rob and Kim Swanson and Van and Dede Swanson.
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A ten-mile section of single phase line northwest of Red Lake Falls,
serving electricity to 20 accounts from the Terrebonne substation, had no
backfeed capability if something would have happened to the line. To over-
come that shortfall, it was planned to construct one and one half mile of sin-
gle phase underground tie-line to be fed off a line from the Huot substation.

After some additional study, it was decided to scale-up the underground
tie-line to a three phase line and also convert one and one half mile of exist-
ing single phase overhead line to three phase. This would allow a complete
three phase interconnect between the Terrebonne and Huot substations.

Having a three phase interconnect would allow for much more versatil-
ity for back feeding to supply electricity to many additional customers if the
need would arise.

As construction of the project was underway, it was made known to Red
Lake Electric Cooperative that Otter Tail Power Company was exploring
options of re-routing their three phase line that runs from Red Lake Falls to
St. Hilaire.

Continued erosion along the Red Lake River banks, north of Red Lake
Falls, was cause for concern for some of Otter Tail's structures close to the

river. Otter Tail decided to re-route two miles of line northwest of Red Lake
Falls using overhead and underground construction.

One mile of Otter Tail's overhead line would be attached to the same
structures as Red Lake Electric's line. 

It took some time to get all of the pre-construction details taken care of
which was cause for the project to be delayed and extended. All of the work
has now been completed with both utilities having some new three phase
line that should serve their electric customers for many years.

Tie-line goes from single phase, to three phase, to two utilities

In October of 2009, Trudell Contracting of Warren plowed in 1-1/2 miles
of three phase underground cable west of the Schafer farm northwest
of Red Lake Falls. It is part of a three phase tie-line between the Terre-
bonne and Huot substations. Two crawlers were needed to pull the
plow through the heavy soil.

A Red Lake Electric construction crew works to set a new pole east of
the Schafer farm. The existing single phase overhead line was con-
verted to three phase. The two lineman in the bucket trucks hold the
existing wires out of the way using the jibs at the end of the booms.

Above: The existing single phase poles were re-set at an angle to allow
for the new three phase structures to be set in place. This work is all
part of the three phase tie-line between the Terrebonne and Huot sub-
stations.

Red Lake Electric employees Troy Schmitz, left, and Dick Gervais work
to convert a single phase pole to a three phase structure east of the
Halvorson farm northwest of Red Lake Falls. The west end of the three
phase tie-line was connected to the three phase overhead line from the
Huot substation which is just east of the Halvorson farm. Note the rub-
ber hoses and rubber blanket that protect the linemen from the exist-
ing phase wire which remains energized while they work.

Left: Ira Cota, Red Lake Electric lineman, installs stringing blocks over
the crossarm of a three phase structure. When the new wires are
strung, they are able to roll over the crossarm in the stringing blocks.

Additional pictures appear on page 6.

Thursday, June 24
Judging Day
8:30 a.m. Opening Ceremony and Flag-raising (in front of the school)
9:00 a.m. Open class exhibits can be entered at the Oklee High School.

4-H Livestock judging begins.
12 Noon 4-H Horse Show. Horses must be in place by 10:30 a.m.
12 Noon 4-H Clover Hunt Game. Posters with directions hung up at the school.
3 - 7 p.m. 4-H general exhibits.

Haunted House - Open various times
All commercial booths on display. For a commercial booth contact 
Shirley Bregier, 465-4359.

7 - 9 p.m. Fifth Annual RLC Variety Show
Opry Style Revue including Cathy Erickson Band, WoodPicks, Elvis, Vincent Bros,
Lady of Country Music. Free-will offering - Oklee School Gym. Dinner at 9 p.m.

8:00 p.m. Pictures and radio interviews for 4-H Grand and Reserve Ribbon winners.
10:00 p.m. Commercial Booths closed.

Friday, June 25
Senior Day
10:00 a.m. 4-H demonstrations in the Oklee School Gymnasium.
10:30 a.m. Exhibits and commercial booths open for display.
12 Noon 4-H Clover Hunt Game. Posters with directions hung up at the school.
1:00 p.m. Senior citizen program - Oklee Community Hall. 

Presentation of Outstanding Senior Citizen Award, lunch and door prizes.
Haunted House - Open various times

2:00 p.m. Scavenger hunt in front of the Oklee School
3:00 p.m. Cookie Bake-Off
3:00 p.m. Music by Vernon Rogalla
6:30 p.m. 4-H Awards night, 4-H Style Revue, 4-H Share the Fun performance, Farm Family 

and Century Farm recognition - Oklee Community Center.
7:30 p.m. Amateur talent show - Oklee School Gym. $4 per person / $12 per family maximum. 

Prizes: adults, $100, $75, $50; youth, $75, $50, $25. 
To register contact DeeAnn Leines at 218-253-4484 evenings.

8 - 12 p.m. Teen Dance - Fubonics DJ - Oklee Hall.

Saturday, June 26
9:30 a.m. Open Class Horse Show. Any horse from neighboring counties can be 

entered in any applicable Open Class horse division. Entry fees required.
10:00 a.m. Pedal Tractor Pull in front of the school (ages 4-11)
10:00 a.m. Key hunt begins (10 keys worth $5 each)
10:30 a.m. Exhibits and commercial booths open for display.
12 Noon 4-H Clover Hunt Game. Posters with directions hung up at the school.
1:00 p.m. Dress your pet contest in front of Oklee School. $25 first place.

Haunted House - Open various times
4:00 p.m. Potato peeling contest. Top prize $40 adults, 18 and under, $25
5:00 p.m. ATV Pull
6:00 p.m. Flag lowering.
6:30 p.m. Release of all exhibits including livestock.

SPONSORS
RV Sports

Red Lake County Insurance 
The Homark Company

Sollie Realty
Bagley Motor Sports

Red Lake Electric Cooperative

Titan Machinery, Crookston
McMullen Sales and Auctioneers

Trail's End

VISIT THE 
4-H FOOD 
STAND!

Saturday, June 26
north side of oklee

Registration 3-5 p.m. • Event begins: 5 p.m.

ATV PULL 2010

Thursday, Friday and Saturday
June 24 - 26

Red Lake County FairRed Lake County Fair

OFFER ENDS JUNE 30TH
honda.com UTILITY ATVs ARE RECOMMENDED ONLY FOR RIDERS 16 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER. BE
A RESPONSIBLE RIDER. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING, AND
PLEASE RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT. OBEY THE LAW AND READ YOUR OWNER’S MANUAL THOROUGHLY.
*3.99% Fixed APR financing available for customers who qualify for super preferred credit tier for up to 36 months
through Honda Financial Services. Payment example: 36 monthly payments of $29.52 for each $1,000 financed. Offer
good on all new and unregistered utility ATVs. **$500 Bonus Bucks valid on 2009 TRX500FE/FM/FPE/FPM models.
Bonus Bucks redeemable only for purchases at dealer on purchase date. No cash value. Non-transferable. Redemption
value is not to exceed $500. Offer ends 6/30/10. Check with participating Honda Dealers for complete details. FourTrax®

and Foreman® are trademarks of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. ©2010 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (5/10) 10-0855

ON ALL FOURTRAX®
FOREMAN® MODELS

3.99%AS
LOW
AS

FIXED APR

$500
bonus bucks

FOR 36 MONTHS ON APPROVED CREDIT*

ON SELECT MODELS**

IT’S NEVER BEEN EASIER

“I WANNA
RIDE.”

• 218-681-1007•www.rvsports.com
Hwy. 1 & 59 W. • Thief River Falls
FAX: (218) 681-8420 • 1-800-826-5403

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9-5:30 • Sat. 9-1

The Gazette . . . 

only $29
in Red lake County



The following people have capi-
tal credit refunds due them. Checks
mailed to their last-known address
have been returned by the Postal
Service. If you can provide a cur-
rent address for someone who is
listed or the name and address of an
heir if they are deceased, call or
write Red Lake Electric Coopera-
tive, PO Box 430, Red Lake Falls,
MN 56750; 218-253-2168 or 800-
245-6068.

Aaland, David 
Altepeter, David 
Amiot, Jackie 
Anderson, Edward W. 
Anderson, Lawrence 
Anderson, Spencer 
Andreen, Vanessa 
Appel, Ray 
Arceneau, Stephen F. 
Bakke, Ryan and Jody 
Bates, A.J. 
Bath, Bonnie 
Bedker, Stanley 
Berger, Gregory 
Bernhardson, Donald 
Bethell, Ted J. 
Bierman, Janet L. 
Blindauer, James H. 
Blom, Gayle 
Boerboom, Dale 
Bohach, Debra J. 
Bolseth, Arnold 
Borchard, Kevin 
Bradley, David 
Brenden, Gary 
Brusett, Phyliss 
Buck, Rodger R. 
Burch, Troy 
Camling, Jeff 
Carlson, Lloyd Jr. 
Chavera, Enid and Michael 
Christenson, Ole 
Cloud, Evelyn 
Crotteau, Debra 
Cullen, Joe 
D & G Farms, Inc. 
D & J Farms 
D & S Repair, Inc. 
Damon, Pamela R. 
Dargus, Sean 
Davis, Ann M. 
Doemel, Viona 
Eckert, Mike 
Eddleman, Robert Eugene 

Edson Const. Co. 
Ellis, Kristi 
Elness, Luther 
Erickson, Joseph L. 
Erickson, Robert L. 
Erickson, Russell 
Erickson, W.H. 
Erickson, Warren 
Evenson, Ethel 
Faldet, Carol A. 
Falls Concrete and Supply 
Fering, Rodney 
Fisher, Harvey 
Fitzgerald, Terry 
Fuller, Erma Hanson 
G & H Farms 
Gregory, Edwin W. 
Guadalupe, Carreon 
Gunderson, Arnold 
Hageman, Jack D. 
Hale, Gary A. 
Hale, John 
Halverson, Donna J. 
Hanson, Aaron 
Hanson, David A. 
Harry, L.M. 
Hayes, Linda R. 
Helle, Anna Lou 
Hemmelgarn, Joe 
Hernandez, Jacqueline 
Hickman, Susan 
Higgins, Robert 
Hill, Gaylen B. 
Hill, Matthew 
Hills, Donald G. 
Hjelle, Layton Estate 
Hofer, Fred 
Holmquist, David 
Jacobson, Gary S. 
Jensrud, Gilbert 
Johaneson, Harry 
Johnson, Brian 
Johnson, Charles A. 
Johnson, Helge H. 
Johnson, James R. 
Johnson, Joan 
Johnson, Michael J. 
Johnson, Myrtle 
Johnson, Roy J. 
Johnson, Wesley 
Kallestad, Charles 

Kesterke, Kenneth D. 
Ketterer, Judy 
Kitchens, Cindy 
Klimek, Bernadette 
Knutson Mortgage and Finance
Kopveiler, Rick 
Kornelson, Roseann 
Kostrzewski, Alex 
Krueger, John G. 
Kuck, Allan 
Kuhnley, Richard 
Kvamme, Ronald R. 
Larsen, Neil or Tonya 
Larson, Angeline 
Larson, Robert 
Lewis, Norman G. 
Lian, Ralph 
Lien, Edward A. 
Lien, Glennie 
Lorenson, Richard D. 
Loscheider, Lori 
Lund, Timothy A. 
Lundeen, Anthony 
Lundquist, Mark 
Lytle, Jeffrey D. 
Maendel, George 
Maras, Dan 
Martini, Bill and Judith E. 
Mason, Bob 
Mastin, Les 
Mathson Farms 
Maynard, Jackie and Ron 
Mcgregor, Clifford 
Mehl, Rebecca L. 
Merco Sales Co. 
Montgomery, Al 
Moreno, Elsa 
Morris, Gary 
Narum, Peyton E. "Skip" 
Nelson, Clifford E.
Nelson, Darrel W. 
Nelson, Kenneth D. 
Nelson, Leland L. 
Nelson, Peter W. 
Nickelson, Conrad O. 
Nine-Klein Farms 
O'Brien, Mike V. 
Ogle, Franklin A. 
Olson, Floyd 
Olson, Karl 
Opdahl, Norman 

Payton, Gregory D. 
Peterson, Daniel 
Peterson, Mildred 
Plastech Research, Inc. 
Poppenhagen, Earl M. 
Radmacher, Richard J. 
Ramsay, W.J. 
Raymond, Annetta 
Reinhart, Juel 
Roberts, Becky Lynn 
Rudolph, Ricky J. 
Rystad, Melvin 
Sande, Kelly and Michelle 
Schmalz, Colleen 
Schmidt, Jerry 
Schmidt, Kay 
Schuler, Tim D. 
Schulz, Delton 

Shern, Sandra 
Shockley, Don M. 
Shoup, Leland D. 
Siders, Monty R. 
Sirek, Robert 
Sletien, Gayle 
Slininger, Shirley A. 
Slyt, Richard 
Solberg, Scott 
Sparby, Russ 
Stanislowski, Stan 
Steiger, Brenda 
Storrs, Dave 
Sunram, Lester 
Sustad, Clifford 
Tanem, Lillian 
Thorp, Terry L. 
Toensfeldt, Steve 

Trout, Lisa J. 
Valley Bank and Trust 
Van Wygarden, Ray H. 
Vedbraaten, Ruby 
Wallace, Terril J. 
Walsh, Patrick and Janya 
Wandrie, Roger 
Whalen, Gary J. 
Wik, Selma 
Wilcowski, Roland 
Willhite, Clay 
Wilson, Rodney 
Young, Mary Ann 
Zavoral, Marion R. 

volts & Jolts June 2010 6

Little Miss &
Junior Miss

Summerfest Pageants

Little Miss: Open to girls 

ages 5-8; $15 entry fee required.

Junior Miss: Open to girls
ages 9-12; $20 entry fee required.

Saturday, July 24, 5-7 p.m.
Lafayette High School, Red Lake Falls

For more information on the Pageants,

please contact Destiny at 218-684-1169 

or email rlftalent@hotmail.com

Deadline to Register is July 15

WANTED
Vendors  •  Crafters

Farmer's Market  •  Antiques
Bake Sales  •  Flea Market

Thursday, August 5
9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Free Ice Cream Floats at 5 p.m.

Musical Entertainment 7 to 9 p.m.

Downtown Red Lake Falls

City Hall reserved in case of rain

Call 218-253-4304 FOR MORE INFORMATION

Can you help us locate any of the following?

   
       

Stop in and see
Cecil or Mark

for all your 
equipment 

needs

Hwy. 59 North Thief River Falls, MN
www.titanmachinery.com
Toll Free: 1-800-888-2744

Phone: 218-681-1423

R7C

0%
 Interest

Financing 

available

Low Interest 
on Used 

Equipment

Following the stringing of the wires, the wires need to be pulled to the
proper tension. This is accomplished using web hoists and dynome-
ters. The dynometers record the tension on each wire. Red Lake Elec-
tric employees pulling the wires are, from left, Ira Cota, Aaron Derosier
and Dick Gervais.

Above: Trudell Contracting uses a boring machine to bore under Red
Lake County Highway 19. A hole was bored into the pit on the other
side of the roadway. The underground cable was hooked to the bore
pipe and pulled under the highway, causing no disruption to the
asphalt-covered road.

Trudell Contracting plowed in three phase underground cable on the Walker farm north of Red Lake Falls. Approximately 1/2 mile of underground
was part of Otter Tail Power's two-mile re-route of line.

Right: An Otter Tail Power construction crew does work on a three
phase corner pole east of the Aakhus residence north of Red Lake
Falls. This pole is on the northeast end of Otter Tail's two-mile re-route
for their line going from Red Lake Falls to St. Hilaire.

This is the completed double circuit line north of Red Lake Falls. Otter
Tail Power's three phase feeder line for St. Hilaire is on the top of the
structures. Red Lake Electric's three phase tie-line is on the lower
crossarms. This new line will provide many years of service for both
Otter Tail Power and Red Lake Electric customers.



Yourkeytobuy,sellortradeanythingisthe

CLaSSiFiEdS
The members are invited to use this FRee wanT aD service.

If you have anything to trade or sell, just drop a card to Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Box 430, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750.

Red Lake Electric Cooperative

want ad order Form
Use this handy form to submit your want ads. 

pLEaSEpRinT.
Mail or bring your ads to the RLEC office by the tenth of the month.
Commercial ads are 10¢ per word with a minimum charge of $4 per
insertion.

Member want ads are FREE. One want ad per member per month. 

Please PRinT . . .
Your Name, Address and Phone Number. Mail with your power bill
payment, if you prefer, or fax to 218-253-2630.

325 N Main - Red Lake Falls

Offered at $79,000

DETAILS

Year Built: 1927
Total Square Feet: 1520
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 1
Garage: 2 Stall detached
Heat: Oil
2010 Taxes: $1312

Driveway leads to wooded lot

with home and double detached

garage. Nice location, close to

downtown Red Lake Falls.

Affordable home!
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TERRY FLADELAND, Realtor®
722 Demers Ave, East Grand Forks

PHONE: 218-773-7355

CELL: 218-779-7867

www.hagenrealty.net

FOR SaLE  – Weslo 2.0 elypti-
cal, excellent condition, $100; 5
person hot tub, no longer in work-
ing order (would make great feeder
or watering tank for livestock),
make an offer; a dozen 2-quart can-
ning jars, make an offer; assort-
ment of black house shutters, great
condition, 10 at 42 inches by 14
inches, four at 24 inches by 14
inches, two at 50 inches by 14 inch-
es, two at 54 inches by 14 inches
and two at 66 inches by 14 inches,
make an offer. Call 218-280-0330,
218-281-4024 or 218-280-0868.

FORSaLE  – 100 KW Katolight
generator, power take-off with
power panel. In excellent condition,
always tarped after use in field and
always stored inside shed. Call
218-281-2196 or 218-280-2196.

FORSaLE  – One Tool Shop 3-
1/2 CBF cement mixer, model num-
ber 2448777, 1/2 hP electric motor.
Also, one hM two-wheel trailer with
lift-up axles, oak plank deck and
16-inch high 3/4-inch treated ply-
woodsides, a must see. Call 681-
1040 before 8 a.m. or after 7 p.m. If
no answer, leave message.

FORSaLE  – 6T40 hutchinson
auger with shop electric motor; 20-
foot P type J.D. swather, shedded
and new canvas; older grain clean-
er, augers and motors; center dump
tandem axle gravity box with or
without seed fill hydraulic auger;
plywood grain bulkheads; 300 gal-
lon fuel tank and stand. Call
evenings 874-3501.

ForSale
COMMUniTY COOkbOOk –

The Gazette needs more recipes
for our Community Cookbook. Must
be a current or former resident of
the Red Lake County. Send as
many as you like to PO Box 370,
Red Lake Falls, MN 56750 or
rlfgaz@gvtel.com. Call 253-2594
with questions.

THE gazETTEnOwCaRRiES
– Quarter-fold-size envelopes for
computer-generated greeting
cards. The Gazette in Red Lake
Falls, 253-2594.

pRinTing – Check with the
Gazette for all your printing needs.
No job is too big or too small. The
Gazette, 253-2594, Red Lake Falls,
MN.

Miscellany

310 Broadway • St. Hilaire, MN • (218) 964-5555 • M - F 9-5:30 & Sat 9-3 • Anytime By Appointment

of St. Hilaire, MN

Flooring to Fit Every Lifestyle
Carpet, Vinyl, Ceramic, Laminate

Quality Flooring at a price you can afford.

CCaarrppeettETC.

Residual
Materials, Inc.

Aluminum
Brass
Copper
Steel
Stainless Steel

222 Red Dot Place, Grand Forks, ND 58203

(701) 746-9381
fax (701) 772-2008

We Buy . . .

RMI

702 Dawn Ave. 

Thief  River Falls, MN 56701

218-681-8221 • 1-800-950-9917
Email: sales@trsalvage.com • Website: www.trsalvage.com

New and Used Farm Equipment Parts

KEN'S ELECTRIC, INC.
Red Lake Falls, Minnesota 56750

"We Service Our Work"

Contact Us For All Your Electrical Needs!

Electrical 
Contractor

Shop: (218) 253-4123
Home: (218) 253-4127

Allen Remick - Cell: (218) 689-0313
Jason Knott - Cell: (218) 289-5104

Burns Welding & Repair
Portable, Commercial, Aluminum and Tig Welding

Custom Cattle Gates  •  Bale Rings
Farm and Trailer Repair •  DOT Inspections  •  ATV Equipment

Shop: 218-964-5444  •  Cell: 218-686-8327

burnsrepair@gvtel.com •  www.burnswelding.net

• Epoxy Coatings (colored chip & quartz)
• Decorative Concrete Overlays
• Concrete Polishing and Staining
• Concrete Densifier and Sealers
AAnnyy ccoonnccrreettee aarreeaa nneeeeddiinngg aa nneeww aappppeeaarraannccee
wwiitthh aa sseeaammlleessss aanndd eeaassyy ttoo mmaaiinnttaaiinn ffiinniisshh..
• Shop/Garage and Basement Floors
• Commercial Kitchens and Retail Floors
• Patio, Driveway/Apron and Sidewalks

Contact: Concrete Designs
(218) 681-8004

E-mail: epoxy@mncable.net

Concrete Coatings & Repair

KM Transmission

Fair Prices
Its all just that simple. Keith Moen
Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Sat. by appointment
(218) 681-4250

616 Davis Ave. N, Thief River Falls

And Repair
Quality • Experience
Dependability • Honesty

-National Parts Locator-
Toll Free 1-888-560-5321
Bus: 218-964-5321

20 Bakers St., St. Hilaire, MN
Jeff Brouse & Brian Bugge, Owners

BB && BB AAuuttoo RReeccyycclliinngg,, IInncc..

Late Model Auto Parts

WE BUY PARTS CARS!

O k l e e  O k l e e  

L u m b e r ,  I n c .L u m b e r ,  I n c .
(218) 796-5131

aSkabOUT
OURCOMpLETE
bUiLdingpLanS

SERViCES!
we'regladtohelpyouwith
anybuildingproblemyou

mayhave.

L U M B E RL U M B E R
ANDAND

B ui l d i n g  S u p p l ie sB ui l d i n g  S u pp l i e s

Don's
307FirstStreetEast  •  TRF
acrossfrompenningtonSquare

sewing & Vacuums

SalesandService •  nEw&USEd
SmallapplianceRepair

Servingtheareafor17years
218-681-8664

bRianSCHaFER MikESCHaFER
218-289-5430 218-289-5431

CELLULAR CELLULAR

16483 120th Avenue SW
Red Lake Falls, Minnesota 56750

Office 218-253-2497

COMMERCIAL    TRENChING    RESIDENTIAL    FARM

We Buy
Cars and
Car Bodies

We Buy
Aluminum

Cans

We Sell
Welding Supplies

Evans Scrap & Steel, Inc.
218-681-3488 • Toll Free 1-800-906-3488
13203 190th St. N.E. • Thief River Falls, MN

We Buy
Scrap
Iron
and

Metals

We Sell
New Steel -
Structural
and Sheet

Roll-Off Boxes
Available

Winter Hours:
7:30 - 4:30

Monday-Friday

Saveatleast$23annuallyoverthenewsstandprice!

To subscribe just clip and fill out this form and bring it to the Gazette office at 105 Main Avenue 
in Red Lake Falls or mail to: The Gazette, PO Box 370, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750.

THEgazETTESUbSCRipTiOnRaTES...
In Red Lake County, $29 a year In Minnesota, $35 a year Out of state, $39 a year

Enclosed is a check for    $___________________ Send the Gazette to . . .

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

Red Lake Falls

ggazE TTEazE TTESUBSCRIBE TO Copies

81/2x11 30¢
81/4x14 35¢
11x17 40¢

FULL COLOR
NO MINIMUM

Some conditions apply. 
Call or stop in for details.

105Mainave,RedLakeFalls

253-2594

THE

gazETTE
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P. O. Box 430         412 International Drive SW         Red Lake Falls, MN 56750-0430

Phone 218-253-2168
Toll-free 1-800-245-6068
Fax 218-253-2630
After-hour outage 218-253-2200
Office hours Monday-Friday, 8:00-4:30
E-mail: redlake@minnkota.com
Web site www.redlakeelectric.com

Red Lake Electric Cooperative is pleased to offer
you Auto Pay. Now you can have your monthly ener-
gy bill paid automatically from your checking or sav-
ings account. You can receive the Auto Pay service
by completing the Auto Pay sign-up sheet and
returning it to Red Lake Electric Cooperative.

The Auto Pay service is free of charge. Not only
is this service free, you will eliminate the expense of
writing a check, postage to mail your payment and
no more late payment penalties because your bill
will be paid on time, every month, for you.

Your payment will be automatically made for you
on the 5th of each month. If the 5th falls on a week-

end or holiday, the payment will be made on the next
business day. You will continue to receive your
monthly energy bill as you have in the past, indicat-
ing the amount that will be withdrawn from your
bank account. The proof of your payment will appear
on your bank statement and your next month's ener-
gy bill statement.

Continue to pay your monthly bill until you
are notified on your bill that the Auto Pay has
been set up for you.

If you have any questions about the Auto Pay
please call RLEC at 800-245-6068 or 218-253-
2168.

AUTO PAY
SIGN-UP SHEET

I authorize Red Lake Electric Cooperative (RLEC) and the bank listed below to initiate variable entries
to my checking or savings account. This authorization remains in effect until I notify RLEC in writing to
cancel it in such time as to allow RLEC to act on it.

RLEC ELECTRIC ACCOUNT #

NAME (PRINT)

AddRESS

TELEPHONE #

NAME OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

CHECkING ACCOUNT #

SAvINGS ACCOUNT #

SIGN HERE TO AUTHORIzE

Please return this authorization form with a blank, voided check to: 
Red Lake Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 430, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750

Auto PAy offered by rLeC

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Red Lake Electric Cooperative's board of directors
recently approved a retail rate increase which will, on
average, increase the cost to members an average of 6
percent beginning with the monthly billing in August of
2010. The increase in rates is needed to offset a rate
increase from Minnkota Power Cooperative that
occurred in March of this year. 

For on-peak usage, the rate increase will amount to
$6.80 per month for an average monthly usage of 1,300
kWhs. For off-peak usage, the increase will amount to
$46 per heating season for those using 20,000 kWhs,
the annual average energy used by residential cus-
tomers. 

Members will also see a continuation of seasonal
rates that were first implemented with the Cooperative's
retail rate increase in July of 2007. Seasonal rates, for
most, will be (4934002.04 Burrack Farms) higher in the
winter months or billing periods of January, February
and March, and lower rates the remaining nine months
of the year.

Higher retail rates in the winter are the result of the
higher wholesale cost of electricity for those months, as
well as increased distribution system costs associated
with rising winter peak demands for energy. 

Even with energy conservation measures encour-
aged by the Cooperative's rebate program and the
response by customers who have used these rebates to
upgrade to more energy efficient heating systems and
appliances, the demand for energy, especially over peak
periods, continues to increase. 

This system peak, which occurs in winter, is deter-
mined when all off-peak loads have been shed and only
on-peak loads are placing demand on the system. The
cost to meet these peak demand loads need to be reflect-
ed in the cost of providing that energy to customers. 

It is hoped the higher retail winter rates will encour-
age members to be more (6920001.02 Maurice P. Cote)
energy conservation minded during the time of year it
impacts our cost of providing that service the most. 

The following is a summary comparing Red Lake
Electric's present rates to the new rates that customers
will pay effective with the August 2010 billing.

Retail rates to increase with August billing

Looking for a nice
Sunday drive? Come
out to Agassiz Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge
located 23 miles
northeast of Thief
River Falls. During
the month of June, the
refuge office will be
open and staffed on
Sundays from 1 to 5
p.m. 

Stop at the office
and check out a key to
climb the 100-foot
fire/wildlife observa-
tion tower or to
explore the "back
roads" of the refuge
(weather permitting).
If you plan on travel-
ing the back roads, please try to
arrive at 1 p.m. so that you have the
entire four hours to be on the interi-
or gravel roads of the refuge as you
and key need to back to the office
by 5 p.m. 

During regular weekly office
hours, a key can also be checked
out to travel the refuge back roads.
To best view and hear wildlife,
make sure you shut off your vehicle
engine at different stops for several
minutes as wildlife will put on a
show for you. 

Three short hiking trails (two are
accessible by all people) are also
open during daylight hours to get
close-up views of wildlife. Wildlife
observation/photography blinds are
along the Headquarters Hiking
Trail and at the east end of the
Rodahl Hiking Trail overlooking
Farmes Pool. Your visit will pro-
vide you a time of peace with
nature. 

It's a great time to visit. Birds are
singing and displaying, frogs and
toads are sounding their calls and
Canada goose goslings have
hatched and can be seen from near-
ly every roadway. White-tailed deer
fawns are being born, ducklings are
hatching, moose, bears and many
other wildlife species are moving
around on the refuge. 

Plants, making up part of the
habitat required by these living
organisms, are showing off their
prettiest part, their flowers. Some
flowers produce quiet a fragrance
for humans to enjoy. 

Bring binoculars, spotting
scopes and cameras to get close
views of wildlife and pictures to

remember them. Bring a little insect
spray as mosquitoes can sometimes
be pesky. As always we want to
hear reports of wildlife and plants
that you have seen or heard. 

To get from Thief River Falls to
the Agassiz National Wildlife
Refuge headquarters, travel 12
miles north on Minnesota Highway
32 to just north of Holt then go east
11 miles on Marshall County Road
7 (290th Street Northeast). Please
drive safely and watch out for
wildlife as you travel through the
refuge. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice is the principal Federal agency
responsible for conserving, protec-
tion and enhancing fish, wildlife
and plants and their habitats for the
continuing benefit of the American
people. The Service manages the
97-million-acre National Wildlife

Refuge System
which encompasses
548 national wildlife
refuges, 3,000
Waterfowl Produc-
tion Areas and other
special management
areas. It also operates
69 national fish
hatcheries, 64 fishery
resource offices and
81 ecological servic-
es field stations. 

The agency
enforces Federal
wildlife laws, admin-
isters the Endangered
Species Act, man-
ages migratory bird
populations, restores
nationally significant

fisheries, conserves and restores
wildlife habitat such as wetlands,
and helps foreign governments with
their conservation efforts. It also
oversees the Federal Aid program
that distributes hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in excise taxes on
fishing and hunting equipment to
state fish and wildlife agencies. 

For further information on the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
National Wildlife Refuge System in
the Great Lakes-Big Rivers Region,
visit http://fws.gov/midwest or for
the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem main internet site visit
http://www.fws.govlrefuges/. 

To find out information on spe-
cial scheduled refuge event celebra-
tions across the country go to the
refuge web page and click on spe-
cial events. 

Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge office
open Sunday afternoons in June

Professional Lawn Spraying

Call Aaron Gagner at 218-280-8463

Call Today for FREE Estimates
Spring Spraying Special

Refer a friend and Save $5

From Grass to Trees, We Aim to Please!

Fertilize your lawn and eliminate weeds at the same time!


