
A look at some statistics from your Red Lake Electric Cooperative
QUICK TAKES

Red Lake Electric Cooperative's
retail rates will increase an average
of 13.3 percent with the monthly
bill customers receive in March of
2009. The increase in rates is need-
ed to offset a 13 percent rate
increase from Minnkota Power
Cooperative in March of 2009 and
to make up for our loss of DBS
franchise sale proceeds that began
in 1999 and ended in 2008. The
combination of these two events
will impact Red Lake Electric
Cooperatives bottom line by $1.1
million in 2009.

The end of the DBS sale pro-
ceeds amounted to $529,000 in
2008 and the 13 percent wholesale
rate increase from Minnkota power
means an increase in our cost of
power by over $600,000 in 2009 if
customers energy usage is similar
to what was purchased in 2008.

Customers will also see a contin-
uation of seasonal rates that were
first implemented with the Cooper-
ative's retail rate increase in July of
2007. Seasonal rates, for most, will
be higher in the winter months or
billing periods of January, February
and March, and lower rates the
remaining nine months of the year.

Higher retail rates in the winter
are the result of the higher whole-
sale cost of electricity for those
months, as well as increased distri-
bution system costs associated with
rising winter peak demands for
energy.

Even with energy conservation
measures encouraged by the Coop-
eratives rebate program and the
response (3925006.01 Dennis Car-
penter) by customers who have
used these rebates to upgrade to
more energy efficient heating sys-
tems and appliances, the demand
for energy, especially over peak
periods continues to increase. Ener-
gy purchased by our customers for
the winter months (January through
March) increased nearly 13 percent
in 2008; the following eight months
(April through November), cus-
tomer usage increased about half
that amount.

The system peak demand for
Red Lake Electric increased by
over 9 percent in 2008. This system
peak, which occurs in winter, is
determined when all off-peak loads
have been shed and only on peak
loads are placing demand on the
system. The cost to meet these peak
demand loads need to be reflected
in the cost of providing that energy

to customers. It is hoped the higher
retail winter rates will encourage
members to be more energy conser-
vation minded during the time of
year it impacts our cost of provid-
ing that service the most.

Should you have any questions
about the new rates or their effect

on you, call the Red Lake Electric
office at 253-2168 or 1-800-245-
6068.

Following is a summary com-
paring Red Lake Electric's present
rates to the new rates that cus-
tomers will pay effective with the
March 2009 billing.

Red Lake Electric Cooperative retail
rates to increase with March 2009 billing

As a member of Red Lake Elec-
tric Cooperative, you receive your
electricity from Minnkota Power
Cooperative. Minnkota generates
and transmits electricity for Red
Lake Electric and 10 other mem-
ber-owner distribution cooperatives
located in eastern North Dakota and
northwestern Minnesota.

In March of 2009, Minnkota will
be raising its wholesale rates 13
percent. Approximately 67 percent
of your electric bill is made up of
wholesale power costs. Listed
below are some of the cost increas-
es Minnkota is experiencing, which
will result in wholesale rate
increases during the next several
years.

Young Station
Environmental Projects

In order to meet strict regula-
tions set forth by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), Minnko-
ta is adding to the emission control
equipment at the Young Station. An
over-fire air system that reduces
nitrogen oxide emissions was
installed on Young 2 during its
2007 maintenance outage. Similar
equipment will be installed on
Young 1 during its next scheduled
outage in 2009.

A new sulfur dioxide scrubber
will be constructed for Young 1.
Enhancements to the Young 2
scrubber are also planned. A new
stack will be built for Young 2 to
support the more efficient scrubber.
The electrical supply systems are
also (3729024.01 Dean Joppru)
being upgraded to support all of the
new emission control equipment
and to keep Young 1 and Young 2
as low-cost generation resources
for all of the Minnkota member-
owners.

In total, $360 million will be
spent on these projects during a
short five-year time frame.

Load Growth
The demand for electricity is

increasing across the Minnkota
service territory. The most recent
Power Requirements Study indi-
cates loads are projected to contin-
ue growing, on average, about 2.5
percent each year for the next 20
years. Additional baseload genera-
tion will be needed to meet increas-
ing demands by the year 2013.

Meeting future load growth
means Minnkota will have less
electricity to sell into the market-
place when it is not needed by the
member-owners. These lost sales
opportunities result in reduced
yearly revenue, which previously
helped offset rising costs.

Construction Materials
The cost of conductor and trans-

formers has risen dramatically in
the past several years, for both
Minnkota and Red Lake Electric.
The cost of construction metals
such as steel, aluminum and copper
has more than doubled. Transporta-
tion expenses for larger items are
also more costly.

WAPA Rate Increase
A prolonged drought in the Mis-

souri River Basin has reduced the

ability of Western Area Power
Administration (WAPA) to gener-
ate electricity at its hydro genera-
tion facilities. To meet contract
obligations to its customers, WAPA
has had to purchase more expensive
electricity on the market and, as a
result, increased its rates.

The Minnkota system purchases
approximately 500 million kilo-
watt-hours of hydropower annually
from WAPA. In 2009, the price
Minnkota pays for this energy will
be $2.5 million more than in previ-
ous years.

Scheduled Power
Plant Outages

Replacement power during
planned maintenance outages at the
Young Station costs millions of
dollars. When a unit is down, which
is typically every three years,
Minnkota must make arrangements
with other regional utilities to pur-
chase the electricity required to
serve firm loads. The cost of
replacement energy is increasing,
primarily due to higher-cost natural
gas being utilized in peaking plants
to supply this energy.

In 2009, a seven-week mainte-
nance outage is scheduled on
Young 1.

Replacement power costs are
estimated at $7 million. Coyote
Station has also scheduled a five-
week maintenance outage during
2009. In 2010, Young 2 will be
down for seven weeks and Minnko-
ta is expecting to spend $3 million
for replacement energy during that
time. Maintenance costs, including
contract labor, are also on the rise.

Increased Fuel Costs
Just as the price of steel, alu-

minum and copper has risen, so has
the price of coal from Minnkota's
mine-mouth supplier. Although the
draglines are powered by electrici-
ty, the price of diesel fuel used by
the giant coal haulers and other coal
removal equipment has increased
substantially.

In 2009, Minnkota's coal costs
from BNI Coal, Ltd. will be $2.3
million higher than a year ago.
Similar or larger cost increases will
be experienced at the Coyote Sta-
tion.

Refinancing of Loans
Minnkota serves as operating

agent for the Northern Municipal
Power Agency (NMPA) in Thief
River Falls. NMPA provides elec-
tricity to 12 municipal utilities
within the Minnkota service region.
Recent requirements to convert
variable rate municipal bonds to
fixed rates have resulted in higher
interest rates. These costs have
increased $2.5 million per year.

Future refinancing efforts are on
hold until the municipal bond mar-
kets stabilize and rates recede. The
credit problems on Wall Street also
impact NMPA's use of reserve fund
interest, adding about $1 million to
2009 costs.

Minnkota is careful to manage
increasing costs and make adjust-
ments whenever possible.

"Some costs are within our con-
trol, while others are not," said
David Loer, Minnkota president
and CEO. "Meeting new environ-
mental regulations requires signifi-
cant investments in (2207003.02
Gary Donarski) our power plants,
but these new facilities are neces-
sary to keep the plants on line.
Despite our cost increases, which
are very significant, Minnkota's
wholesale rates to the 11 member-
owners will remain quite attractive
when compared to other utilities,
both regionally and nationally."

In total, Minnkota projects
wholesale rates will increase nearly
40 percent during the next few
years. In the immediate future, this
includes a 13 percent increase in
2009, 7 percent in 2010 and 8 per-
cent in 2011.

Despite rising costs, electricity
from Minnkota remains the best
energy value in the region.
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The home of Don and Annette LaCoursiere of Brooks is festively decorated for the Christmas season, just
as it has been for the past 10 years, becoming a must-see of the rural community.

More photos and accompanying story on page 4.

CCooookkiieess aanndd CCaalleennddaarrss
As a small token of appreciation to our members,
an open house will be held at Red Lake Electric
Cooperative's office December 26 and 29-31. 

Stop by for refreshments and Christmas 
cookies and pick up a 2009 calendar.

A closer look at your 2009 electric bill
Environmental projects, rising costs create
upward pressure on wholesale power rates



We have all seen or heard ads
about portable electric heaters that
are "wonder" heaters that can save
up to 50 percent of ones home heat-
ing costs. This statement could very
well be true, but the promoters for-
get to tell you the rest of the story.

Making use of a portable electric
heater, purchasing electricity at the
general service rate, may be more
economical than using propane or
fuel oil, but it is not going to reduce
your home heating costs by 50 per-
cent. Be aware, using a portable
heater is going to increase your
electric bill. If you choose to use a
portable (5426001.10 Marc
Guillemette) heater and heat only
one room, and turn down the ther-
mostat for your home's central heat-
ing system, yes, you will reduce
your heating costs to a degree. By
doing so, you would also greatly
reduce the comfort of your home
overall and as you move from room
to room, you would have to move
the portable heater with you, cer-
tainly an inconvenience.

Claims have been made that
these portable heaters can heat 300
square feet or more. One 1,500 watt
heater is not going to do that on a
typical winter day in Northwest
Minnesota. A 1500 watt heater is
capable of heating approximately
150 square feet. Any greater space
and the obtainable room tempera-
ture certainly will not be comfort-
able.

These portable electric heaters
are not wonder heaters. There is no
magic about the heaters regardless
of what type of heating unit it is
claimed to be. Purchasing a $50,
1,500 watt portable heater at any
hardware store will do the same as
any over-priced heater.

Operating a 1,500 watt heater,
for one hour, is going to use 1.5
kilowatt hours regardless of what
type it is, or whether it cost $50 or
$400.

Recently a product rating agency
rated 16 different space heaters.
The heaters were rated on different
qualities and features ranging from
safety to ease of use. The top rated
heater retails for $60 and the lowest
rated heater sells for $400.

I will share a couple of portable
heater stories with you. A customer

told me his neighbor bought three
of the $400 heaters with plans to
reduce his home heating costs.
(One good thing about a portable
heater is you can figure it to operate
at 100 percent efficiency. In other
words, you have no losses due to
combustion or chimney drafts.) In
this case the purchaser shut off his
air source heat pump to use the
portable heaters. He shut down a
piece of equipment that operates at
250 to 300 percent efficiency to
operate heaters at 100 percent effi-
ciency. This will not reduce his
home heating costs.

Another individual purchased
four of the $400 heaters for a total
price of $1,600. This would provide
a total of 6,000 watts of heating
capacity. He could have purchased
a 20,000 watt electric furnace for

less than $1,000 and had more than
three times the heating capacity.
Better yet, he could have invested
his $1,600 into an off-peak electric
heat system and made a much
wiser, longer term investment.

Off-peak electric heat is still the
most economical heating option
today. Don't be fooled by incom-
plete advertising and make an
unwise energy decision. Making
weatherization improvements to
your home is a much wiser invest-
ment than a portable electric heater.
Call Red Lake Electric Cooperative
at 218-253-2168 or 1-800-245-
6068 if you have questions about
home heating.

Holiday wishes
Have a Merry Christmas and a

joyful 2009!

BILLINGS AND COLLECTION
You will receive your energy bill on or near the

20th of each month.
Payment of your monthly energy bill is due on the

20th of the month. You may pay your bill in person
at RLEC during office hours, use the 24-hour drive-
up drop box located next to the RLEC office, by
Auto Pay, or by mail. Payment must be in the office,
drop box, Auto Pay, or in the mail, as evidenced by
the postmark, by the 5th day of the following month
to avoid a late payment charge. A 1 1/2% monthly
late payment charge will be computed on delinquent
energy bills, the minimum late payment charge will
be $1.00.
If your payment is not received by the 15th of the

month, a final notice of disconnection statement will
be included on your following bill. The final notice
statement will notify you when your electric service
will be disconnected if the delinquent amount
remains unpaid. If an employee is sent to discon-
nect your electric service, a $50 collection fee will
be charged to your account, even if you pay the col-
lector.
To have a disconnected service reconnected, all

amounts owing, a $50 reconnection fee, and a
security deposit must be paid. If the service must be
reconnected after normal working hours, a $100
reconnection fee must be paid.

BAD CHECKS
A $15 charge will be levied each time a check is

returned because of nonsufficient funds, account
being closed or payment stopped.

OUTAGES
In case your electricity goes out, please do the

following:
1. Check your fuses or breakers at the yard pole

or meter pedestal.
2. Call your neighbor to see if they are out of

electricity also.
3. Call the RLEC office (218-253-2168 or 1-800-

245-6068) during working hours or 218-253-2200
after hours. We will accept collect calls for outages
only.

METER TESTS
RLEC has a schedule in place to have its meters

periodically tested for accuracy. Results from these
tests show that meters generally slow down with
age; however, if you think that your meter is record-
ing too much usage, RLEC will test it for accuracy.
You must pay a test fee in advance of the test. If the
meter test shows that the meter was inaccurate, the
test fee will be refunded to you.

STOPPED METERS
If you find your meter has stopped and you are

using electricity, please contact the office immedi-
ately so we can replace it. Average consumption will
be billed to the member for the time the meter was
stopped so there is no advantage in not reporting a
stopped meter.

METER READINGS
An automated meter reading system is utilized to

obtain monthly meter readings. Although the system
is normally reliable, there is always a chance that
the correct reading has not been transmitted to the
office for billing. Customers should periodically read
their meter and compare it to the reading on the
billing statement. If the actual reading is not close to
the billing statement reading, please call the office.

GENERAL SERVICE RATES
Facilities charge variable $15 to $21 month

First 500 KWH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.0¢ Kwh
Over 500 KWH (April-Dec.) . . . . . . . . . .5.7¢ Kwh
Over 500 KWH (Jan.-Mar.) . . . . . . . . . . .6.5¢ Kwh
Multiphase users add $16/month cost of service

charge.
Standby, $8/month (meter disconnected but the

power line retained; standby is not available on
services larger than 15 KVA transformer capacity).

Security light, $6/month, high pressure sodium,
$7/month, mercury vapor; water heater flat credit,
$5/month (on January-April billing); off-peak equip-
ment charge, $3.50/month per heat meter; off-peak
electric heat rate, 3.5¢/kWh long-term control,
5.0¢/kWh short-term control.

Mission Statement
It is the mission of Red Lake Electric Cooperative to enhance the
quality of life for people of our service area by consistently providing
quality electric service and other valued services while holding our
employees, our community and our environment in high regard.
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Things you should know
about your electric service
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NOTICE
Hidden within the text of the
articles on pages 1, 2, 3 and
the back page of this issue of
the Volts & Jolts are the names
and account numbers of five
RLEC members. They will
appear within the articles in
parenthesis as such (99-99-
99-999-99 Roger P. Member).
If you find your name and
account number, clip it out and
send it with your next payment.
You will be credited with $5 on
your electric bill.

WE PROUDLY PRESENT TO YOU
The Red Lake Electric Cooperative

Customer Service Guarantee
It's short and simple! Red Lake Electric Cooperative employees will meet or exceed your expectations of friend-
ly, courteous service and will meet any commitments they make to you. If your expectations of the service pro-
vided by our employees is not met, please contact me at the Red Lake Electric Cooperative office, 253-2168.
You will receive $5.00 for your inconvenience and our promise to serve you better in the future. Our employees'
commitment to quality customer service makes this guarantee possible.

ROGER JOHANNECK
General Manager

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

As you may have already read
on our front page story this month,
our rates for energy will increase
with the bill you receive in March
2009. Being the bearer of such
news certainly doesn't show up on
my long list of things I enjoy doing;
especially with Christmas less than
a week away. Hopefully the infor-
mation we have shared in previous
issues of the Volts and Jolts and at
customer meetings has helped pre-
pare you for this increase we knew
was coming.

The predictability of this rate
increase was possible this time
around because we knew the pay-
ments from the sale of the DBS tel-
evision franchise would end in
2008, back when the sale of this
business was made in 1999. The
other main driver in this year's
increase was predictable because of
forthcoming regulations placed on
our Power Supplier, Minnkota
Power Cooperative, by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA).

I encourage you to read the arti-
cle, "A closer look at your 2009
electric bill," printed elsewhere in
this month's issue of the Volts and
Jolts. It explains the different proj-
ects going on at Minnkota Power
that are impacting their cost of gen-
erating and delivering energy to
Red Lake Electric and the rest of
the Minnkota Power Systems.

To give you some perspective of
what the EPA emission control
expenditures mean for Minnkota
Power Cooperative, consider this:

Minnkota will be spending $360
million over the next five years on
environmental upgrades; an amount
that will top the investment in the
Young 1 and 2 coal fired power
plants, which totaled $300 million
when they were built.

Obviously, the timing of
Minnkota's increase and the loss of
our annual DBS payment is not
great, but we can be thankful the
venture in the satellite television
business worked out good for all
Red Lake Electric members. These
annual sale proceeds installments
received the past 10 years offset
revenue we would have had to gen-
erate through higher energy rates
for all customers.

As a counter to the increased
costs faced by Minnkota, Red Lake
Electric and ultimately to you, our
customers, Red Lake Electric will
continue with our conservation
improvement program. This pro-

gram is designed to help you use
less energy and save you money on
your monthly energy bill. I encour-
age you to think energy efficiency
when you make decisions about the
products, appliances and heating
system you use in your homes and
businesses. Efficiency and conser-
vation continue to be the best ways
to confront rising energy costs. If
you have questions about the feasi-
bility or payback of making an
upgrade to your present heating
system, please give us a call; we
can help you with that.

The "History of Rate Increases"
graph shows us we have had higher
increases than the one you will see
on your March 2009 billing and
periods where we have gone years
without any increase. As you con-
sider the information provided here,
I hope you (2412001.04 Daniel
Kujava) find some consolation in
knowing that our rates have been
among the lowest across the state
and nation for rural electric cooper-
atives and that we have been com-
petitive with other forms of energy.
We give you our continued pledge
to do what we can to keep it that
way.

Rate increase

Manager's
Comments
by Roger Johanneck Space heater advertising misleading; don't be fooled

Member Service Department
by Kevin Reich

DEAR RLEC:
Thank you for the $50 energy

credit I received in observance of
Co-op Month.

June Brustad
Mentor

DEAR RLEC:
Thank you so much for your

donation of the Skil electric cord-
less drill to the Pennington County
4-H program. I was very happy to
win it at the 4-H Banquet. I already
have made good use out of it.
Thanks again.

Ethan Peterson
Thief River Falls

From the
mailbag

Randy Rasmussen, supervisor of the
Red Lake-Pennington DHIA, put the fol-

lowing herds at top 10 in the association
for November.

Top dairy herds for November DHIA
Name % in lbs. lbs. lbs.

Cows milk milk test fat protein protein
NW Research & Outreach . . .118 87 71 3.6 2.5 3.3 2.3
Walter Bros. Farm . . . . . . . . .294 90 63 3.5 2.2 3.1 2.0
Robert and Terri Dahlen . . . . . .55 84 63 3.4 2.1 3.0 1.9
Northstar Dairy, 3X . . . . . . . .894 90 62 3.7 2.3 3.2 2.0
Beyer Bros. Farm . . . . . . . . . . .76 91 62 3.2 2.0 3.0 1.9
Tom Jr. & Heather Revier 3X . .51 82 62 3.5 2.2 3.0 1.9
Spring Prairie Colony . . . . . . .362 83 58 4.0 2.3 3.1 1.8
E. Duane & Faith Knott . . . . . .87 86 58 3.5 2.0 3.1 1.8
Amundson Dairy . . . . . . . . . . .64 88 58 3.7 2.1 3.2 1.9
Wayra Dairy . . . . . . . . . . . . . .216 86 57 3.8 2.2 3.1 1.8
The herd averages are affected by the number of dry cows in the herd. The amount

of milk or butterfat is averaged out over all the cows. This gives the farmer a record of
the earning power of the herd for the month. If too many cows are included in the herd,
then the average for the month may be low, even though the cow that is milking pro-
duces a lot of milk.



Pineapple-Raisin Nut Bread
Prep: 15 min. Bake: 50 min.
1 c. sugar
3/4 c. packed brown sugar
1 c. vegetable oil
3 eggs
1 c. crushed pineapple, drained
1 tsp. rum extract
3 c. all-purpose flour
1 tbsp. ground cinnamon
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. ground cloves
1 c. chopped pecans
3/4 c. raisins
In a large mixing bowl, beat the sugars, oil and eggs until smooth. Stir

in pineapple and extract. Combine the flour, cinnamon, baking soda, bak-
ing powder, salt and cloves; stir into egg mixture just until moistened. Fold
in pecans and raisins.

Spoon into two greased 8-in. by 4-in. by 2-in. loaf pans. Bake at 325
degrees for 50 to 55 minutes or until a toothpick inserted near the center
comes out clean. Cool for 10 minutes before removing from pans to wire
racks. Yield: 2 loaves.

Minted Orzo
Prep/total time: 15 min.
1 c. uncooked orzo pasta
1 tsp. minced garlic
2 tbsp. olive oil
2 tbsp. butter
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. pepper
3 tbsp. minced fresh mint
Cook orzo according to package directions. Meanwhile, in a large skil-

let, saute garlic in oil and butter for 1 to 2 minutes or until tender.
Drain orzo and add to the skillet. Sprinkle with salt and pepper; toss to

coat. Sprinkle with mint. Serve immediately. Yield: 6 servings.

Tart Cranberry Coffee Cake
Prep: 10 min. Bake: 35 min.
1 package (15.6 ounces) cranberry-orange quick bread mix
1 carton (6 ounces) vanilla yogurt
1/3 c. milk
1 egg
1 c. fresh or frozen cranberries
Glaze:
1/2 c. confectioners' sugar
1 tbsp. milk
1/8 to 1/4 tsp. vanilla extract
Place quick bread mix in a large bowl. In a small bowl, whisk the yogurt,

milk and egg; stir into the bread mix just until moistened. Fold in cranber-
ries.

Pour into a greased 9-in. deep-dish pie plate. Bake at 375 degrees for 35
to 40 minutes or until golden brown. An easy powdered-sugar glaze driz-
zled on top gives it a homemade touch. Combine glaze ingredients; drizzle
over coffee cake. Serve warm if desired. Yield: 6 to 8 servings.

Cranberry-Orange
Pork Chops

Prep/total time: 25 min.
6 boneless pork loin chops (1/2 inch thick and 6 ounces each)
1/4 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. pepper
1 tbsp. canola oil
1 can (11 ounces) mandarin oranges, drained
1/2 c. chicken broth
1/3 c. dried cranberries
1/4 tsp. ground allspice
1/4 tsp. paprika
Sprinkle pork chops with salt and pepper. In a large skillet, brown chops

in oil on both sides.
Add the remaining ingredients. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cover and

simmer for 8 to 10 minutes or until meat juices run clear. Yield: 6 servings.
Ginger Peach

Upside-Down Cake
Prep: 10 min. Bake: 35 min.
1/4 c. butter, melted
1/2 c. packed brown sugar
1 can (15-1/4 ounces) sliced peaches, drained and patted dry
1/4 c. red candied cherries, halved
1 package (14-1/2 ounces) gingerbread cake/cookie mix
In a small bowl, combine butter and brown sugar. Spoon into an

ungreased 10-in. fluted tube pan. Alternately arrange peaches and cherries
in pan. Prepare gingerbread batter according to package directions for cake;
carefully pour over fruit.

Bake at 350 degrees for 35 to 40 minutes or until a toothpick inserted
near the center comes out clean. Cool for five minutes before inverting onto
a serving plate. Cool completely before cutting. Yield: 12 servings.

Gingerbread Pancakes
Prep/total time: 20 min.
1 c. all-purpose flour
2 tbsp. sugar
1 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon
1/4 tsp. ground ginger
1/4 tsp. ground allspice
1 egg
3/4 c. milk
2 tbsp. molasses
1 tbsp. vegetable oil
6 tbsp. maple pancake syrup
3/4 c. apple pie filling, warmed
3 tbsp. dried cranberries
In a large bowl, combine the first six ingredients. Combine the egg, milk,

molasses and oil; stir into dry ingredients just until moistened.
Pour batter by 1/4 cupfuls onto a greased hot griddle; turn when bubbles

form on top. Cook until the second side is golden brown.
To serve, place two pancakes on each plate; drizzle with 2 tbsp. syrup.

Top with 1/4 c. apple pie filling; sprinkle with cranberries. Yield: 3 serv-
ings.

Recipe corner
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DEGREE DAYS
To determine degree days, you must calculate the daily mean
temperature for the time period you are measuring. Degree day
computation is based on the assumption that a building does not
require any heat if the outside temperature averages 65 degrees
during a 24-hour period. To obtain a degree day figure, the high
temperature and the low temperature for the day are added and
the total divided by two. That figure is then subtracted from 65.
For example, if the high temperature was 30 degrees and the low
temperature 10 degrees, the figure would be 30+10=40; 40/2=20;
65-20=45. This would be a 45-degree day. The higher the degree
day figure, the more heat required to warm your home.

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Operating Report
MONTHLY COMPARISON

OCTOBER OCTOBER
2007 2008

Total Revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 574,012 $ 619,268
Total Margins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ (87,454) $ (59,374)
Cost of Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 391,007 $ 435,593
KWH's Purchased . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,518,079 9,365,933
Capital Credits Paid to Estates . . .$ 5,845 $ 12,528

YEAR TO DATE COMPARISON
OCTOBER OCTOBER

2007 2008
Total Revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 6,493,773 $ 7,299,358
Total Margins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 558,646 $ 736,354
Cost of Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 4,159,015 $ 4,699,181
KWH's Purchased . . . . . . . . . . . . . .102,197,895 111,630,093
New Service Connections . . . . . . . 41 71
Customers Served . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,093 5,154
Capital Credits Paid to Estates . . .$ 93,105 $ 65,971
Miles of Line

Overhead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,327 2,325
Underground . . . . . . . . . . . . . 231 233

The snowy ground looks so pretty
In the country, town or city;
Joy and promise fill the air

Spreading goodwill everywhere;
But perhaps the best thing to be found,
Is when your good friends come around
And when you get the chance to say,

“Have a happy holiday!”

Oklee Lumber
218-796-5131

NNoo mmaatttteerr wwhheerree yyoouu ssppeenndd tthhee hhoolliiddaayy sseeaassoonn,,
kknnooww tthhaatt oouurr bbeesstt wwiisshheess aarree wwiitthh yyoouu..

OOkklleeee FFaarrmmeerrss CCoo--oopp
EElleevvaattoorr AAssssoocciiaattiioonn
Oklee

796-5125
Grain Terminal in Erskine

Brooks
698-4275

Red Lake Falls
253-4294

May the beauty of the season bring warmth and 
contentment to you and your loved ones. 

For your continued business and 
support you have our thanks and sincere gratitude.

St. Hilaire Ag Insurance
315 Broadway Ave North • 218-964-5252

Mickelson Eye Clinic, P.A.
Craig R. Mickelson, O.D.
MeritCare Northwest Medical Center
126 LaBree Ave. S., PO Box 521
Thief River Falls, MN 56701-0521

Hours:
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Monday - Friday
Saturday By Appointment

Phone:
218-683-3937 (EYES)

Fax:
218-683-4557

O D

Member

American Optometric
Association

AARRCCTTIICC CCAATT        AARRCCTTIICC CCAATT        AARRCCTTIICC CCAATT        AARRCCTTIICC CCAATT        AARRCCTTIICC CCAATT        AARRCCTTIICC CCAATT   

AARRCCTTIICC CCAATT        AARRCCTTIICC CCAATT        AARRCCTTIICC CCAATT        AARRCCTTIICC CCAATT        AARRCCTTIICC CCAATT        AARRCCTTIICC CCAATT  

Open 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sat. and Mon.- Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
www.rvsports.com

1412 3rd St. W. • Thief River Falls
(218) 681-1007

SPECIAL TRUCKLOAD PURCHASE OF NEW NON-CURRENT MODELS!

ARCTIC BLAST ’08 & PRE-SEASON SNOWMOBILE SPECIALS
CURRENT PROGRAMS*

INCLUDE:

� Non-Current Rebates Applied
� Special Financing O.A.C.
� Extended Warranty

at Special Pricing!
* On Select Models - See Us For Details!

NW MN’S BEST
SELECTION OF NEW NON-CURRENT

ARCTIC CAT SNOWMOBILES:

� Family Models (Solo & 2-Up)
� Four Stroke Models (Turbo or Non Turbo)
� Crossfires Starting at $5,499!
� Performance F & M Series
� Lots of New Snowmobiles Under $6,500
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� Area’s Best Selection of Arctic Cat Snowmobiles!
� New Programs & Pricing Effective 12/15-12/30!

(on Select 2007-2008 Models)
� Call For Latest Price Changes or Check

Our Website - www.rvsports.com
� Great selection of ArcticWear & Accessories

DEALER NAME
123 ANYWHERE LANE

CITY, STATE XXXXX
XXX-XXX-XXXX

*Offer valid at participating dealers on new and unused 2007, 2008 or 2009 Arctic Cat Prowlers, excluding Special Services 
models. See dealer for details and program dates. 3-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY includes six-month factory warranty and 
30-month extended service contract. 8.9% FINANCING for a term up to 60 months. Financing is subject to credit approval; 
not all applicants will qualify for credit. Financing promotions void where prohibited. FREE 3000 LB. WINCH excludes Limited 
Edition Models. UP TO $500 REBATE available on 2007 and 2008 models only. Offer subject to change without notice. 
Excludes tax, freight and dealer setup. Rebate not valid in Maine and Montana. ROVs can be hazardous to operate. For 
your safety always wear a helmet, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always avoid paved surfaces and never operate 
on public roads. Never engage in stunt driving; riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix and could cause injury or even death. 
Avoid excessive speeds and be particularly careful on diffi cult terrain. Operation of this vehicle is restricted to people 16 
years of age and older who possess a valid driver’s license. Always wear a seat belt. Never carry a passenger in the 
cargo box or a passenger under age 6. Read and understand the owner’s manual before operation. Along with concerned 
conservationists everywhere, Arctic Cat urges you to “Tread Lightly” on public and private lands. Ride only on designated 
areas or trails. Preserve your future riding opportunities by showing respect for the environment, local laws, and the rights 
of others when riding. Do not shoot from or lean fi rearms or bows against the ROV. ®™ Trademarks 
of Arctic Cat Sales Inc. ©2008 Arctic Cat Sales Inc., Thief River Falls, MN 56701. Arctic Cat ROVs are 
world-class products from Arctic Cat Inc. 

- 3-Year Limited Warranty and 8.9% Financing 
 - Free 3000 lb. Winch and 8.9% Financing
  
- Plus Up To $500 Rebate on ’07 & ’08 Models*

R V SPORTS INC
HWY 1 & 59 W

THIEF RIVER FALLS, MN 56701
218-681-1007

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the Gazette staff



By Destiny Harmoning
The home of Don and Annette

LaCoursiere, located a few miles
outside of Oklee, stands vigilant as
a beacon of the Christmas spirit.

Don is an over-the-road truck
driver with his own equipment that
leases to a company out of Moor-
head. He travels to Arkansas and
Oklahoma every week. Annette is
retired but used to work as a cook
for the Oklee school. They have six
children, Janet, DeeAnn, Ken,
Scott, Brian and Steve. They also
have 18 grandchildren.

The LaCoursieres, who take
great pride in their Christmas deco-
rations, have been decorating their
home fervently for the past 10
years.

It all started with one good sale
where the LaCoursieres purchased
several Christmas decorations for
their outdoor display. They
received so many compliments that
year that they decided to make lav-
ish Christmas decorations an annu-
al tradition.

One of the greatest feelings, according
to Don, is when he sees vehicles driving by
that deliberately slow down just to peer at
the spectacle of lights and ornaments. He
said sometimes the driver even spins the car
back around to get another look. "That
makes it all worthwhile," he stated.

The random passerby isn't the only one
who enjoys the LaCoursiere Christmas dis-
play, a school bus driver, who has a route
near the LaCoursieres' home, drives by
slowly with children in tow to allow the
students a chance to view the display. The
children look forward to it every year.

The decorations take the
LaCoursieres two to three days to
set up, depending on how well the
lights are still operating. Each
year, a decoration or two falls to
the wayside, unable to properly
operate; there is always a new one
to put in its place.

Usually, one or two new pieces
are purchased each year, though
they don't always make it into the
display.

New items are purchased when
they find a sale or some are given
as gifts, such as the nativity set
which was given to the LaCour-
sieres from their children.

Some advances in the decora-
tions that have been made at the
LaCoursieres include switching
over to LED lights in many of
their displays and using a timer on
everything to ensure no wasted
energy. Everything is plugged into
a timer, including all of the deco-
rations on the inside. The lights
turn on around 4:30 in the after-
noon and turn off around 8 a.m.

The LaCoursieres' display is typically
set up the weekend following the Thanks-
giving holiday, but this year, the LaCour-
sieres were a little behind. One neighbor
even joked about how their house "looked a
little dark this year."

Though the LaCoursieres aren't sure

how much the lights actually cost them on
their electric bill, they stated that it would-
n't matter anyways. "It's worth whatever it
costs," Don said.

Christmas isn't the only holiday that gets
attention at the LaCoursiere home, though

it does shine above the rest. A few items are
displayed at each of the major holidays
including Easter, Halloween and the Fourth
of July. This year's Fourth of July display
will be even more extravagant, to honor the
Oklee Centennial.

The LaCoursieres don't intend to stop
decorating for the holidays any time soon.
As long as people still enjoy it, the LaCour-
sieres will continue to provide holiday
cheer in the form of twinkling lights and
festive displays.

Bray-Gentilly
Mutual Insurance Co.
Locally Owned and Operated
Serving Policyholders Since 1900

218-683-3200
2017 Hwy. 59 SE • P.O. Box 592

Thief River Falls, MN 56701

INSURANCE FOR
FARMS, HOMES
AND PERSONAL

PROPERTY
TELEPHONE US FOR AN

AGENT NEAR YOU!

OFFICE PHONE

253-2168
OUTAGE PHONE

253-2200
1-800-245-6068

PARK PLACE MALL
RED LAKE FALLS, MINNESOTA

218 253-4223

HAIRSTYLING
FOR MEN AND

WOMEN

H
Q

TThhee 
HHeeaadd--QQuuaarrtteerrss

Hair and 
Tanning Salon

VOLTS AND JOLTS FEATURE OF THE MONTH

• Fertilizer
• Petroleum products
• Town and country

deliveries
• Tires, batteries,

accessories
• Farm supplies

“THE FARMERSʼ HELPING HAND”

Dave Miller
Agency

DAVE MILLER, AGENT
RURAL ROUTE 1

VIKING, MINNESOTA 56760

• All-Risk Crop Insurance
• Crop/Hail Coverage

218-523-5861

WILCOX PLUMBING
AND HEATING, Inc.

RED LAKE FALLS
Plumbing/Heating/Air conditioning

• In-floor heating • Oil furnaces
• Pressure systems • Gas furnaces
• Electric heat pumps

FREE ESTIMATES
COMPLETE SALES AND SERVICE

218-253-4347

BILL H. MOSER, Master Plumber
License No. 1770PM

BILL J.  MOSER, Master Plumber 
License No. 6039PM

Refrigerant Certified No. CFR089400285

218-796-5157
Fax 218-796-5158
tim.hagl@ssboklee.com

• Operating loans
• Vehicle loans
• Farm real estate loans
• Consumer loans

"We appreciate your business."

H
 H


Farmers Union
Oil Company

Thief River Falls 218-681-3512

FOR ONLY

52¢
PER WEEK

A full version of the Gazette is now avail-
able on www.arcasearch.com

Digital subscription . . .
$2695 per year

6 months for $18.95
3 months for $13.95

Go to www.arcasearch.com, click on the
Courier icon and then the "Client List" button.
Choose the Red Lake Falls Gazette from the
Minnesota newspapers list and subscribe. It's
that simple!

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric 
Cooperative, Inc.

Hanson Oil &
Fuel, Inc.

Give Andy a call at
218-253-2787 or 218-281-4102

RED LAKE FALLS

FARMER-GROWN BIODIESEL

• Quality products, prompt service • Biodiesel
• Diesel fuel • Heating oils
• Aviation gas • Unleaded gas
• Jet-A

UP TO 5,000 MILES
BEFORE OIL CHANGE

Buy a YORK Affinity 
heat pump today!

GROVE MECHANICAL, INC.
Your hometown heating & 

air conditioning team!
Serving Crookston and the surrounding 

communities for 30 years.
(218) 281-3863

Want to cut your heating
cost by up to 50%?

Don and Annette LaCoursiere create a Christmas oasis

Don and Annette LaCoursiere

The LaCoursiere home is adorned with an extravagant display of Christmas lights and decorations, much to the enjoyment of neighbors and all who drive by.

This nativity set in the LaCoursieres' yard was given to them as a gift from their chil-
dren.



Allowable winter load limits on
highways in the north frost zone
increased by 10 percent Dec. 5, the
Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation announced.

The north frost zone's bound-
aries extend south from the Canadi-
an border to a line following High-
way 1, Highway 89, Highway 2,
Highway 33 and Interstate 35 at the
Carlton-St. Louis county line and
then south to the Wisconsin border.

State law allows a 10 percent
weight increase on all state high-
ways and unrestricted, nine-ton
capacity county roads in the desig-
nated zones. However, trucks must
comply with current registration
weight laws and may not exceed
gross weight limits.

Gross vehicle weight is capped
at 80,000 pounds on nine-ton town-
ship and city routes.

A winter weight load increase
permit is required for truckers oper-
ating on interstate routes. Mn/DOT
advises that haulers check with
local agencies before carrying
increased loads on their roads.
Signs erected on the roadway gov-
ern the load limit in effect.

For information about legal

weight/size trucking, call the Min-
nesota Department of Public Safety
at 651-405-6196. For information
about over legal weight/size heavy
haul trucking, call Mn/DOT at 651-
296-6000.

Load increases are permitted
because pavements achieve
increased strength to carry heavier

loads when their sub-grades freeze.
Mn/DOT continues to monitor

the other frost zones to determine
when it can allow additional weight
increases.

For the most current informa-
tion, call Mn/DOT's automated 24-
hour message center at 800-723-
6543.

Keeping your home
hot or cold, depending
on the season, accounts
for a big chunk of your
annual budget. In fact,
the average U.S. home-
owner spends $2,500 a
year on home energy
with 56 percent, or
$1,400, going toward
heating and cooling
costs.

Not surprisingly, sav-
ings can add up in a
hurry when heating and
cooling systems are
tweaked for maximum
efficiency. You can easi-
ly trim your energy bills
in winter by setting the
thermostat at 68 degrees while
you're awake and back a few
degrees when to go to sleep or are
away from home.

Even better, turning your ther-
mostat back 10 to 15 degrees for
eight hours can save about five to
15 percent a year on your heating
bill, or about one percent for each
degree. Savings may be even
greater for homes in milder cli-
mates.

The location of your thermostat
can greatly affect its performance
and efficiency.

Place thermostats away from
direct sunlight, drafts, doorways,
skylights and windows. Read the
manufacturer's instructions to pre-
vent "ghost readings" or unneces-
sary furnace or air conditioner
cycling.

Installing a programmable ther-
mostat can take the thought out of
saving energy.

Your heating and cooling system
will ramp up or switch off accord-
ing to a preset time of day or even
day of the week. Most models let
you manually override the schedule
without affecting the rest of the
daily or weekly program.

Programmable thermostats are
generally not recommended for
heat pumps. In cooling mode, a
heat pump operates like an air con-
ditioner, so turning up the thermo-
stat will save energy and money.
But when a heat pump works in its
heating mode, setting back the ther-
mostat can cause the unit to operate
inefficiently, thereby canceling out
any savings achieved by lowering
the temperature. Maintaining a
moderate setting is the most cost-
effective practice.

To automatically manage elec-

tric resistance systems, such as
electric baseboard heating, steam

heating or radiant floor
heating, you will need
to purchase a program-
mable thermostat
specifically designed
for the task. Of course,
when shopping for a
programmable thermo-
stat, always look for
the EnergyStar® label.

More information
on what may be right
for your home can be
found at
energystar.gov.

Source: U.S.
Department of Energy
Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable
Energy.

While freezing winter tempera-
tures keep most adults indoors to
escape the cold, we know that chil-
dren may want to play outside all
day. The Minnesota Safety Council
and Safe Kids Minnesota offer the
following tips to help parents and
caregivers supervise their children's
play.

Frostbite. Being out in the cold
without enough protection can
result in frostbite. Be sure to:

• Dress children warmly in sev-
eral layers of clothing. Children
should wear boots, gloves or mit-
tens and a hat.

• Set reasonable time limits on
outdoor play. Call children in peri-
odically to warm up.

• Limit the amount of time that
infants are outdoors when it is cold-
er than 40 degrees. Infants lose
body heat quickly.

Ice skating. In 2005, the latest
information available, nearly
11,000 children ages 5 to 14 were
treated in hospital emergency
rooms for ice skating-related
injuries. Children should skate only
on approved areas. Check for post-
ed signs or call local park and
recreation departments to find a
safe place to skate. Children should
be taught to:

• Skate in the same direction as
the crowd and avoid darting across
the ice.

• Never skate alone.
Sledding. This popular activity

injured approximately 20,000 chil-
dren ages 5 to 14 in 2005. Parents

and caregivers should look for:
• Gently sloping hills that are

free of rocks and other obstacles
and far from traffic. Hills should be
covered with packed snow, not ice.

• Sturdy and safe equipment,
with no sharp or jagged edges.

• Energy absorbing pads on sled
seats. Teach children it's better to sit
up while riding downhill; lying flat
increases the chance of head and
abdominal injuries.

• Easy steering.
Remind children never to ride in

a sled that is being pulled by a car.
Skiing and snowboarding.

More than 29,000 children ages 5 to
14 were treated in emergency
rooms for injuries related to snow
skiing and snowboarding in 2005.
Parents should make sure that chil-
dren:

• Enroll in at least one skiing or
snowboarding lesson to start off on
the right track.

• Use caution when entering or
exiting the ski lift.

• Be aware of other people on
the slope and never ski alone.
Young children should always be
supervised by an adult.

• Wear sunglasses and sun-
screen even on cloudy days.

Take the chill out of winter fun
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We’re displaying our holiday cheer,
To thank everyone for stopping here

And for your winning attitude,
You surely have our sincere gratitude ...
So without any fanfare or further delay

Please accept our best wishes for a great holiday!

HEATHER DUFAULT
2611 Wheat Drive, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750

218-253-2040

With wall-to-wall best wishes to all our customers, neighborsand friends at this joyous time of year. It’s been a privilegeand a pleasure serving people like you.

Mon.-Fri., 9-5:30; Sat., 9-3
Sales and Installation
218-964-5555
310 Broadway Ave. N

St. Hilaire, MNCCaarrpp ee tt  EETTCC..

Buy a New 2007, 2008, or 2009 
Arctic Cat Snowmobile NOW!
2009 Models

No Interest, No Payments Until March
2009 AND 2 Year Ltd Warranty 

on M1000 Only
2008 Models

No Down Payment, No Payment, No
Interest until March 2009 AND Rebate up

to $800
2007 Models

No Down Payment, No
Payment, No Interest Until
March 2009 AND Rebate

up to $1,500

See Dealer 
for Details.

07 Z370 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,999
07 370 LX, Org  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,399
08 TZ1, Black  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,699
07 F5, Grn or Blk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,799
08 F5 LXR, Green . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,399
07 F6, Org, or Blk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,699
07 F6, S/P, Blk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,199
07 F6, LXR, Blk, Grn, Org . . . . . . . . . .$6,999
08 F6, Blk & Grn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,999
08 F6 S/P, Grn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,749
08 F6, S/P, Blk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,449
08 500, Blk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,999
07 Panther 660 Trail  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,949
08 Panther 660  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,299
07 F8 Org, Blk, Grn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,649
07 F8, S/P, Grn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,149
08 F8, S/P, Org, Blk or Grn . . . . . . . . .$8,249
08 F8, LXR Org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,249
08 F8, Blk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,749
07 F1000 Org  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,100
08 F1000, Grn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,199

08 F1000 S/P, Blk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,799
08 C/F6, Blk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,199
08 C/F1000, Blk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,999
08 C/F8, Blk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,899
07 CF8, Grn, Org  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,599

07 A/C C/F 1000, 809k, Org/Wht  . . . .$7,399
07 A/C F6, SnoPro, 189k, Org  . . . . . .$5,999
07 A/C F8 LXR, 2100k, Blk  . . . . . . . . .$6,299
07 A/C F8 S/P 835k, Org  . . . . . . . . . .$6,199
02 A/C ZR600 EFI, 4350k, Grn . . . . . .$2,999
01 A/C ZR800 Carb 3200k, Grn  . . . . .$2,599
00 A/C Powder Spec. 2150k, Grn . . . .$2,499
00 A/C ZR500 EFI New Top End  . . . .$2,699
00 A/C ZRT600, 2890k, Blk  . . . . . . . .$2,899
98 Polarix 700 XCR 7100k, Pur/blk  . .$1,599
98 Polaris Ultra 600 Carb, New Rings
and Pistons, 5,060k, Black  . . . . . . . . .$1,599
96 A/C Jag L/C, New Top End 4100k  .$1,650
96 A/C 580 EXT Carb, 1700k, Blk  . . .$1,599

Carryover Snowmobiles
MARKETING UNITS WITH FULL

1 YR WARRANTY

Used Snowmobiles

The holiday season 
always puts us in the mood 

to let you know just how much
we appreciate having you 

as our customers.

Wishing you an amazing 
holiday season and a

fabulous new year. Thanks!

Plummer Co-op
Creamery 

218-465-4215 or 
1-800-224-4547

GARDEN HUTGARDEN HUT

• Wide Variety of Fish Houses
• 8’ to 24’ in Length
• 6.5’ or 8’ Wide
• Custom Build Your Dream
• Versatile Use for Fishing,

Hunting, or Camping

ALL ELECTRIC 4WD.

THEY’LL NEVER HEAR
YOU COMING.....

Outdoor Toys 

“We Service 
What We Sell”

775-3191 • 800-818-3191 TOLL FREE
GRAND FORKS, ND   www.thegardenhut.com

Begin your adventure with
the AMPHIBIOUS ALL
SEASON ALL-WHEEL
DRIVE, off road ARGO.

The ultimate Outdoor 
Dream Machine.

      

Subscriptions to
The Gazette
Make Great

Christmas Gifts!

Subscriptions to
The Gazette
Make Great

Christmas Gifts!

High-tech thermostats
offer potential savings

Minnkota Power Cooperative
and the associated systems will
once again be hosting a Profession-
al Contractor Program in 2009.
This marks the 21st year of the suc-
cessful program, aimed at provid-
ing area trade allies with the latest
information in building and electri-
cal practices.

The program is scheduled to
begin Friday, Feb. 6, at the Double-
wood Inn, Fargo, N.D. The training
then moves to the Hampton Inn,
Bemidji, Wednesday, Feb. 11 and
concludes at the Ramada Inn,
Grand Forks, N.D., Thursday, Feb.
12. Registration starts at 7:15 a.m.
each day. Courses begin at 8 a.m.
and conclude at 5 p.m. 

The cost is $60 per attendee and
includes a noon hour lunch. Can-
cellations will be refunded in full
with prior notification up to the day

before each workshop is held. 
Note that eight CEU credits for

both the electrical and builder
workshops have been applied for
and that contractors cannot attend
more than one location to earn
more than the eight CEU credits
offered. The same course material
will be presented at each location.

A brochure detailing the course
descriptions and registration
instructions will be mailed in late
December. Completed registration
forms need to be returned by Jan.
31. This information will also be
posted on the Web at
www.minnkota.com.

For more information about the
program, contact Lisa Pickard,
Minnkota  communication/member
services specialist, at 701-795-4218
or e-mail questions to
lpickard@minnkota.com.

Contractor training set for February

By Chris Grammes 
Snow and ice storms are an

inevitable part of the winter season.
However, they can lead to downed
power lines and outages. Remem-
ber the following tips to stay safe
and warm should you find yourself
in the dark after a severe winter
event: 

• Never touch a fallen power line
and assume all wires on the ground
are electrically charged. Call Red
Lake Electric Cooperative at 218-
253-2168 or 800-245-6068 to
report it immediately. Avoid con-
tact with overhead lines during
cleanup and other activities. 

• In the event of an outage, an
alternate heating source, such as a
fireplace, propane space heater or
wood stove, may be used. Extreme
caution should be taken. 

• Plan to stay in an area of the
home where the alternate heat
source is located. 

• Fuel- and wood-burning heat-
ing sources should be vented. Be

sure to follow manufacturer's direc-
tions. 

• Make sure carbon monoxide
detectors and smoke detectors are
working properly. 

• Do not use a gas-powered oven
for heating. A gas oven may go out
or burn inefficiently, leading to car-
bon monoxide poisoning. 

• Do not use a gas or charcoal
grill inside the home. Do not use
charcoal briquettes in the fireplace.

• If you use a portable generator
to power a heating source, be sure
the generator is located outside
your house for proper ventilation.
Do not use a generator in an
attached garage. Follow manufac-
turer's directions for operating the
generator. 

• Take special care not to over-
load a generator. Use appropriately
sized extension cords to carry the
electric load. Make sure the cords
have a grounded, three-pronged
plug and are in good condition. 

• Never run cords under rugs or

carpets. 
• Never connect generators to

power lines. The reverse flow of
electricity can electrocute an unsus-
pecting utility worker. 

Ideally, your family will stay
warm until the power comes back
on. But keep an eye on family
members for signs of hypothermia,
which include shivering, drowsi-
ness and mental and physical slow-
ness. The elderly and young chil-
dren are particularly vulnerable to
hypothermia. Call 911 immediately
if you notice these symptoms. At
least one telephone in the house
that does not depend on electricity
should be available in the case of a
power outage. 

Sources: Consumer Product
Safety Commission; Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention;
and National Ag Safety Database.

Chris Grammes writes on safety
issues for the National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Association. 

Winter storm safety

Legal truck weight loads have increased



As the holiday season is
upon us, festive decorations
and colorful lights are dis-
played on and in homes.
Extension cords are widely
used to carry electricity where
it is needed, offering a conven-
ient solution for delivering
power right where we need it.

However, extension cords
are meant to provide a tempo-
rary solution and should not be
treated as a long-term or per-
manent extension of your
household's electrical system.
With continuous and exces-
sive use, these cords can rapid-
ly deteriorate, creating a
potentially dangerous electric
shock or fire hazard.

If used improperly, exten-
sion cords can cause injury
and death. Extension cords are
a leading cause of electrical fires.
The CPSC cites short circuits, over-
loading and damage and/or misuse
of extension cords as the leading
causes of extension cord fires.

This article explains how to
select the right extension cords for

your needs and provides informa-
tion about how to avoid common
mistakes that can quickly become
serious electrical hazards this holi-
day season.

Extension Cord Safety Tips
• Make sure electrical cords are

in good condition. Cracking
and fraying are signs that the
electrical cord needs to be
replaced.

• Do not run cords under
furniture, carpeting or behind
baseboards.

• Do not place extension
cords across walkways or
other high traffic areas.

• Do not substitute exten-
sion cords for permanent
wiring.

• Do not run cords through
walls, doorways, ceilings or
floors. If cord is covered, then
heat cannot escape and a fire
hazard may result.

• Do not use an extension
cord for more than one appli-
ance at a time.

• Multiple plug outlets
must be plugged directly into

mounted electrical receptacles -
they cannot be chained together.

• Never use a cord that feels hot
or is damaged in any way. Touching
even a single exposed strand can
give you an electric shock or burn.

• Never force a plug into an out-

let if it doesn't fit. This includes
using three-prong plugs with out-
lets that only have two slots for the
plug and cutting off the ground pin
to force a fit.

• If the rating on the cord is
exceeded, either change to a cord
with a higher rating or unplug some
appliances.

• Use cords with polarized
and/or three-prong plugs. A polar-
ized plug is a plug with one large or
wide prong and one narrow one. It
ensures that the plug is inserted cor-
rectly in a socket and reduces the
risk of electrical shock.

• Purchase cords that have been
approved by an independent testing
laboratory such as Underwriters
Laboratories (UL), ETL-SEMKO
(ETL) or Canadian StandardsAsso-
ciation (CSA).

Five Steps for Selecting
an Extension Cord

1. Determine your needs.
2. Check the total wattage of the

electrical devices that will be
plugged into the cord.

3. Divide that sum by 120 to cal-
culate the total number of amps you
will need.

4. Check the rating, or the
gauge, of the extension cord which
will be displayed as a number fol-
lowed by the letters AWG. AWG is
the abbreviation for American Wire
Gauge, a standard measurement of
electrical wiring.

5. If the total wattage is equal to
or greater than the maximum rating
of the cord, then you will need a
higher rated extension cord.

Extension Cord
Safety Statistics

• On average, an estimated 4,000
injuries associated with electric
extension cords are treated in hos-
pital emergency rooms each year
(CPSC).

• Nearly 50 percent of these
injuries involve fractures, lacera-
tions, contusions or sprains caused
by tripping over an extension cord.

• Thirteen percent of these
injuries involve children under five
years of age.

• Electrical burns to the mouth
account for about half the injuries
to young children (CPSC).

• An estimated 3,300 residential
fires originate from extension cords
each year, killing and injuring more
than 300 people (CPSC).

• Seventy-eight percent of
Americans use extension cords as a

permanent power supply rather
than their intended temporary use
(ESFI)

• Sixty-six percent of home-
owners anticipate using at least one
extension cord to power outdoor
decorations this holiday season.

The Electrical Safety Founda-
tion International (ESFI) is dedi-
cated exclusively to promoting
electrical safety.
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Here’s hoping your holiday
delivers it all. MerryChristmas!

Red Lake County
Cooperative, Inc.

RED LAKE FALLS BROOKS OKLEE MCINTOSH
253-2149 698-4271 796-5184 563-3625

BROOKS TOLL-FREE 1-800-253-6269

USED EQUIPMENT
MXM175 case loader/grapple bucket $64,900.00
TS115 NH cab/air/heat mfd 747hrs $54,000.00
TM155 NH mfd 1191 hrs $65,000.00
TM140 NH loader $49,000.00
TW 35 Ford MFD duals clean $29,000.00
1982 895 20.8x38 tires $22,000.00
Cougar 1 Steiger $7,500.00
TW20 2WD $16,500.00
1985 93620.8x38 8000hrs $28,000.00
NH 8670 MFD 14.9x46 tires clean $58,000.00
8340 ford mfd / loader / cab $38,000.00
(2) TL100 MFD cad and loaders Coming in
5230CIH MFD Loader $33,500.00
5250 CIH MFD $39,000.00
TL 100 A MFD $42,000.00
TN75 sims cab loader / MFD $28,700.00
TN65 NH Call
7700 with cab $10,500.00
4010 JD diesel $7,800.00
TN60A 540hrs Loader MFD $28,000.00
TC30 hydro loader sims cab and heat $18,000.00
TC55DA MFD canopy clean $22,000.00
TC40DA MFD loader $19,500.00
966 IH CAB pto no/ 3PT $6,700.00
TS100 2488hrs 8x2 trans $22,000.00
DX55 case MFD loader $25,950.00
2120 NH loader MFD clean $18,400.00
399 Massey MFD/loader $20,500.00
TILLAGE
Wilrich 657 disc chisel CALL
Allis Chalmers 32' disc $5,500.00
4800 28' cultivator $7,200.00
4700 45' cultivator with harrow $5,000.00
630 JD tandem disc 28' $7,800.00
220 JD disc 20' $4,800.00
SUMMERS SUPER COULTER CALL
ALSO: WISHEK DISKS W/ RENT HOURS

SKID LOADERS
RC100 ASV $38,000.00
250 JD bucket cab/heat $18,500.00
260 JD 2000 bucket 1765hrs $16,200.00
410 case 293 hrs 66” bucket $18,000.00
L170 NH 2215 hrs no bucket $19,500.00
LS180 NH cab/heat $22,000.00
LS185B cab/heat $28,000.00
(2) L180 NH low hours clean Call
(2) L185 NH low hours clean Call
RC 60 cab/heat bucket clean $32,000.00
RC 30 1617hrs clean $16,500.00
(2) SR80 cab/heat/air Call
MISC
Terex backhoe cab/mfd 2005 model $42,950.00
Terex backhoe cab/mfd 2005 model $43,500.00
New Kongskilde stonebear CALL
LM860 NH TELEHANDLER $42,000.00
CX 80 excavator $70,000.00
850K case dozer $63,000.00
A-62 payloader $18,000.00
84' marflex sprayer 750 gal $12,000.00
8600 CIH air drill $14,500.00
5100 wilrich 30' air seeder $8,500.00
HAY
605M Vermeer low bale count $24,800.00
BR780 baler $18,000.00
BR780 NH Baler net wrap/extra sweep $24,000.00
(2) 605G Vermeer Balers CALL
688 NH baler $13,500.00
8590 CIH square baler $25,000.00
568 JD round baler Call
855 NH BALER $3,800.00
(4) 499 NH HAYBINE Call
2245 gehl 12' haybine $6,900.00
(3) 8312 case discbine Call
WE ARE DEALERS FOR NEW HOLLAND, ASV,

WOODS/DUAL, WIL-RICH, WISHEK,
SUMMERS DEGELMAN, HAY BUSTER ETC.

Winger Implement

Hwy 59 South • Winger, MN • 218-938-4131

Hanson Oil and Fuel, Inc.
ANDY MORAN, OWNER

For prompt deliveries, call...
218-253-2787 or 218-281-4102

Red Lake Falls

...And a round of applause for you,
our loyal customers and friends.

Here's hoping your holiday
delivers lots of peace,

harmony and joy.
Merry Christmas and thanks!

Christmastime will
soon be here—
So deck the halls

Bring on the cheer!
We know we’re

celebrating a very bright
season. And your kind
friendship is the reason!

Red Lake County Insurance
Red Lake Falls, MN

218-253-2177 • rlci@gvtel.com
www.redlakecountyinsurance.com

Life • Home • Car • Business
The no problem people

Extension cord safety for the holidays Just in time for holiday gift giv-
ing, the 2009 Minnesota state park
annual permit is now on sale. It fea-
tures a winter scene from School-
craft State Park in northeastern
Minnesota to represent the theme of
"quiet places." Schoolcraft will cel-
ebrate its 50th anniversary in 2009.
Bemidji photographer Richard
Jensen supplied the image for the
new permit.

The purchase of an annual Min-
nesota state park permit for $25
provides unlimited access to special
events, scenic places, historic sites,
a whole roster of outdoor activities
and just plain fun at Minnesota's 72
state parks and recreation areas for
a full year from the month of pur-
chase. According to the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR), there is a state park within

30 miles of almost every Min-
nesotan and the parks are all open
365 days a year from 8 a.m. to 10
p.m.

"We're approaching the time of
year when many people make reso-
lutions to get in better shape and
there are many ways to get and stay
fit in Minnesota state parks," said
Courtland Nelson, DNR Parks and
Recreation Division director. "For
$25, you can give a whole family
the gift of an outdoor health club
and the memories they'll have of
camping, hiking, paddling and
exploring together will last a life-
time."

Annual permits can be pur-
chased at any Minnesota state park
or by calling the DNR Information
Center at 888-MINNDNR (646-
6367).

State park permits now on sale



Your key to buy, sell or trade anything is theCLASSIFIEDS
The members are invited to use this FREE WANT AD service.
If you have anything to trade or sell, just drop a card to Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Box 430, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750.

Red Lake Electric Cooperative

Want Ad Order Form
Use this handy form to submit your want ads.

PLEASE PRINT.
Mail or bring your ads to the RLEC office by the tenth of the month.
Commercial ads are 10¢ per word with a minimum charge of $4 per
insertion.

Member want ads are FREE. One want ad per member per month.

Please PRINT . . .
Your Name, Address and Phone Number. Mail with your power bill
payment, if you prefer, or fax to 218-253-2630.

•Automotive •Industrial
•Marine •Agricultural 
•High Performance

•Vintage Auto 
•Heavy Duty Diesel
CALL FOR ESTIMATE! 

INSTALLATION AVAILABLE
FOSSTON, MN

218-435-6379 or 
1-800-448-1518

PRICE
EXAMPLES:
•GM 350

$1,315 - $1,419
•GM 6.5 Diesel
with new block

$5,330
•Ford 7.3
Diesel 

Powerstroke 
$4,200

All prices are with
exchange on a
rebuildable core.

DON’S
MACHINE SHOP
ASE CERTIFIED REBUILDERS
ALL GAS AND DIESEL ENGINES

DON'S
SEWING & VACUUMS

307 1st St. E in Thief River Falls
Mon.-Fri., 9-5:30. Closed 12-1 p.m. for lunch.

Simplicity sewing machines and
vacuums now sold here.

Lamp and small appliance repair.
SALES AND SERVICE • NEW AND

USED
Parts and service for all makes and models

218-681-8664

Burns
Welding
and

Repair
• Skid-steer loader rental
• Farm machinery repair
• Custom cattle gates built
to your needs

• Custom size hay feeders
• Portable welding
• Aluminum welding and
tig welding

CALL SHOP
218-964-5444

OOkklleeee  OOkklleeee  
LLuummbbeerr ,,  IInncc..LLuummbbeerr ,,  IInncc ..
((221188)) 779966--55113311

ASK ABOUT 
OUR COMPLETE 
BUILDING PLANS 

SERVICES!
We're glad to help you with
any building problem you

may have.

LLUUMMBBEERRLLUUMMBBEERR
ANDAND

BBuuiillddiinngg  SSuuppppll iieessBBuuii llddiinngg  SSuuppppll iieess

Residual
Materials, Inc.

Aluminum
Brass
Copper
Steel
Stainless Steel

222 Red Dot Place, Grand Forks, ND 58203

(701) 746-9381
fax (701) 772-2008

We Buy . . .

RMI

KM Transmission

Fair Prices
Its all just that simple. Keith Moen

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Sat. by appointment
(218) 681-4250

616 Davis Ave. N, Thief River Falls

And Repair
Quality • Experience
Dependability • Honesty

Better deals on better water, 
pure and simple.

Try any Culligan 
Water System for 
$9.95/month 
for 3 months

$100 OFF 
the purchase 
of a softener

Not valid with other offers. Installation not included. Offers and 
participation may vary. ©2006 Culligan International Co. Contact your 
local dealer or visit CULLIGAN.com for details. Limited time offer.

Not valid with other offers. Installation not included. Offers and 
participation may vary. ©2006 Culligan International Co. Contact your 
local dealer or visit CULLIGAN.com for details. Limited time offer.

Culligan of Thief River Falls

CARPET
ETC.

OF ST. HILAIRE

On Highway 32  •  St. Hilaire  •  218-964-5555  •  FREE ESTIMATES

CARPET   •   VINYL   •   LAMINATE   •   CERAMIC TILE

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri., 9-5:30

Sat., 9-3

LOW PRICES.
STOP AND 
COMPARE!

EXPERT ADVICE
AND

INSTALLATION

We're equipped
to repair 

anything from
frames to 

windshields!

GIVE US A CALL
218-681-3952

NORTHWEST AUTO BODYNORTHWEST AUTO BODY
Next to Fleet Supply • Hwy. 1 and 59 West • Thief River Falls

““YYoouu BBeenndd ‘‘EEmm .. .. .. WWee MMeenndd ‘‘EEmm..””

www.sollie.net        www.sollie.net        www.sollie.net       www.sollie.net       www.sollie.net       

www.sollie.net        www.sollie.net
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Fosston, MN
218-435-1525
www.sollie.net

#3342

NEWER YEAR ROUND
LAKE HOME ON
ISLAND LAKE!

1.5 acre lot with 150' of lake frontage!
Park like setting with abundant
wildlife. THIS ONE HAS IT ALL!
Features include knotty pine interior,
maple cabinets, ceramic tile,
fireplace, large attached garage,
spacious patio and more! Dead end
road offers privacy - near
snowmobile trails too!

Call or View on Web!

We Buy
Cars and
Car Bodies

We Buy
Aluminum

Cans

We Sell
Welding Supplies

Evans Scrap & Steel, Inc.
218-681-3488 • Toll Free 1-800-906-3488
13203 190th St. N.E. • Thief River Falls, MN

We Buy
Scrap
Iron
and

Metals

We Sell
New Steel -
Structural
and Sheet

Roll-Off Boxes
Available

Winter Hours:
7:30 - 4:30

Monday-Friday

KEN'S ELECTRIC, INC.
Red Lake Falls, Minnesota 56750

"We Service Our Work"

Contact Us For All Your Electrical Needs!

Electrical 
Contractor

Shop: (218) 253-4123
Home: (218) 253-4127

Allen Remick - Cell: (218) 689-0313
Jason Knott - Cell: (218) 289-5104

Red Lake Electric Cooperative is pleased to offer
you Auto Pay. Now you can have your monthly ener-
gy bill paid automatically from your checking or sav-
ings account. You can receive the Auto Pay service
by completing the Auto Pay sign-up sheet and
returning it to Red Lake Electric Cooperative.

The Auto Pay service is free of charge. Not only
is this service free, you will eliminate the expense of
writing a check, postage to mail your payment and
no more late payment penalties because your bill
will be paid on time, every month, for you.

Your payment will be automatically made for you
on the 5th of each month. If the 5th falls on a week-

end or holiday, the payment will be made on the next
business day. You will continue to receive your
monthly energy bill as you have in the past, indicat-
ing the amount that will be withdrawn from your
bank account. The proof of your payment will appear
on your bank statement and your next month's ener-
gy bill statement.

Continue to pay your monthly bill until you
are notified on your bill that the Auto Pay has
been set up for you.

If you have any questions about the Auto Pay
please call RLEC at 800-245-6068 or 218-253-
2168.

AUTO PAY
SIGN-UP SHEET

I authorize Red Lake Electric Cooperative (RLEC) and the bank listed below to initiate variable entries
to my checking or savings account. This authorization remains in effect until I notify RLEC in writing to
cancel it in such time as to allow RLEC to act on it.

RLEC ELECTRIC ACCOUNT #

NAME (PRINT)

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE #

NAME OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

CHECKING ACCOUNT #

SAVINGS ACCOUNT #

SIGN HERE TO AUTHORIZE
Please return this authorization form with a blank, voided check to: 

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 430, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750

AUTO PAY OFFERED BY RLEC

P. O. Box 430         412 International Drive SW         Red Lake Falls, MN 56750-0430

Phone 218-253-2168
Toll-free 1-800-245-6068
Fax 218-253-2630
After-hour outage 218-253-2200
Office hours Monday-Friday, 8:00-4:30
E-mail: redlake@minnkota.com
Web site www.redlakeelectric.com

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

FOR SALE – Four 25x150' lots
with small partially remodeled
house. Located 10 miles NW of
Thief River Falls, MN. 218-681-
3163.

Real Estate

COLOR COPIES – Now avail-
able at the Gazette in Red Lake
Falls, 253-2594. xf

PRINTING – Check with the
Gazette for all your printing needs.
No job is too big or too small. The
Gazette, 253-2594, Red Lake Falls,
MN. xf

Miscellany

Wanted to buy
WANTED TO BUY – A good

used hydraulic wood splitter with a
gas engine. Call 218-681-7176.



Portable generators offer a reli-
able alternative source of electricity
during temporary electrical power
outages caused by weather-related
damages and power grid failures.
However, these devices pose very
serious health and safety risks if
installed or operated incorrectly.

Knowing the health and safety
dangers that are associated with
portable generator use could save
your life this holiday season.

The primary hazards to be aware
of when using a portable generator
are carbon monoxide poisoning,

electrical accidents or electrocution
and fire.

This article explains how to use
portable generators properly and
outlines useful safety precautions to
help you stay safe from related
electrical dangers during the winter
months.

To learn more about the Electri-
cal Safety Foundation International
(ESFI) and holiday safety, visit
www.holiday-safety.org.

Portable Generator
Safety Tips

• Never use portable generators
inside of a home, garage, basement,
crawl space or carport.

• Check smoke detectors and
carbon monoxide detectors month-
ly.

• Keep generators dry at all
times.

• Make sure that extension
cords used with generators are rated

for the load, are free of cuts or worn
insulation and have three-pronged
plugs.

• Do not overload portable gen-
erators. Generators should be used
only when necessary and then only
to power essential equipment or
appliances.

• Never operate generators in
enclosed or partially enclosed
spaces.

• Always use carbon monoxide
detectors in nearby enclosed spaces
to monitor levels. Generators can
produce toxic levels of carbon

monoxide very quickly.
• Make sure your generator is

properly grounded. Use a ground
fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) to
help prevent electrocutions and
electrical shock injuries.

• Store fuel for the generators in
properly labeled containers away
from living areas and fuel-burning
appliances.

• Before re-fueling, always turn
the generator off and let it cool
down.

• Turn off all appliances being
powered by the generator before
shutting down the generator.

• Keep children away from
portable generators at all times.

• Never connect generators
directly to household wiring with-
out an appropriate transfer switch
installed.

• Install carbon monoxide (CO)
detectors in your home according to

the manufacturer's instructions.
• Even with a CO detector,

never use a gasoline-powered gen-
erator inside your home or garage.

• Opening doors and windows
or operating fans to ventilate will
not prevent CO build-up in the
home.

• Have a licensed electrician
install a generator in your home in
order to be certain that it is in com-
pliance with local codes and regula-
tions.

Portable Generator
Safety Statistics

• About 40 percent of deaths
involving portable generators occur
during the winter months.

• Nearly 70 percent of deaths
caused by portable generators occur
at home.

• From 1990 through 2003,
there were more than 200 deaths
directly caused by carbon monox-
ide poisoning from portable genera-
tors.

• Crawl spaces, attached
garages and basements are the top
areas where generator placement
most commonly results in injury or
death (NFPA).

• A recent survey conducted by
ESFI revealed that 60 percent of
homeowners do not have carbon
monoxide (CO) detectors in their
homes.

• Federal legislation now
requires danger labels to be placed
on all portable generators manufac-
tured or imported on or after May
14, 2007.
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IN STOCK

ON OUR
LOT

ON-THE-GO CONTROL
A choice of FlexControl® or SP655

electronic auto-rate control allows you
to make simple application rate changes
while you drive and provides on-the-go
readout of speed, rate, area covered
and volume of spray applied. Optional
windscreens help keep spray on target,
reducing drift by 86% over open boom
sprayers. Their perforated design offers
excellent protection from the wind, yet

allows enough air flow to reduce turbulence.
CONVENIENT DESIGN

The New Holland induction tank is conveniently mounted at ground level for easier,
safer mixing and adding of chemicals. A valve manifold simplifies plumbing control and
drainage. A large sight gauge allows you to instantly see tank levels at a glance. You have
a choice of several cart wheel options, all offering clearance with excellent load stability.

¬ Higher Capacity: Rem’s new technology
increases suction capacity up to 20% over
longer distances.

­ Proven Design: The Rem Grain Vac
system was US patented in 1989. The radically
different design has changed the traditional role
of the Grain VAC; it’s more than just a clean
up tool.

® Seed Quality: Independent tests by grain
elevators indicate that the Rem Grain VAC
causes less damage to valuable seed than con-
ventional vacuum systems where high speed
airlocks are used.

¯ Low Maintenance: Minimal wear on parts
has always been our strength. The simple, no-
nonsense design of this machine naturally lends
itself to low maintenance requirements.

° Warranty: Rem Enterprises, Inc. will guar-
antee each new 2500 Grain Vacuum to be free
from factory defects in material and workman-
ship for two years from the date of delivery by
the dealer to the original purchase.

± Health and Safety: Your health depends
upon a clean and safe work environment. The

The Genesis is an industry leading, full-
featured 2 WD/FWD tractor with over

a decade of field proven performance. The
Genesis is available with 145, 160, 180 or 210
PTO-HP (at 2100 RPM). All models are
equipped with a 7.5L Constant Power Plus
Genesis engine that delivers a combination
of power and performance. The Constant
Power Plus engine is matched to a smooth
shifting Powershift transmission that has
18 forward and 9 reverse speeds with
operator programmable features designed
to match your work requirements. Finger
tip electro-hydraulics with the optional
HydraFlow® Plus package deliver 55 GPM
to meet today’s high flow demands.

TEN REASONS TO OWN A
REM GRAIN VAC 2500...

Rem Grain VAC gives you a dust free environ-
ment in the bin and eliminates dangerous open
augers.

² Standard Convenience Features:
Tachometer and hour meter lets you see hours
used and the RPM of the PTO. Heavy duty
gearbox for trouble free use, with a gearbox
guard that is now hinged so you don’t need
wrenches to access the shear sprocket drive
assembly.

³ Unit Options: Grain handling applica-
tions have unique requirements. Choose from
a hydraulic or spring assisted auger lift and a
specially equipped heavy duty model.

´ Efficiency: Rem’s design team believes in
helping you get the best for your money, effort
and horsepower.

µ Parts and Service: Rem is very proud of
its dealers and representatives throughout North
America, Australia, New Zealand and Europe.
We stock replacement parts in Canada and the
United States to provide fast service and our
factory team is standing by to support all Rem
products.

enesis is an industry leadihe Genesis is an industry leading, full-
red 2 WD/FWD tractor with over
e of field proven performance. The

MEETING THE DEMANDS OF
MODERN

EQUIPMENT

R38-39C

Stop in and see Cecil
or Mark for all

your equipment
needs.

GrainVAC2500

New Holland
Utility Tractors

New Holland Field Sprayers

Generations of farmers have relied on blue tractors to power their productivity.
That legacy continues with the New Holland TN-A Series utility tractors.

Features include:
• Great looks and comfort • Best night visibility

• Time-proven reliability • Easiest forward/reverse shuttling

NEW 8300 Series Tandem Disc Harrows

Heavyweight
Performance

The 8300 Series Rock Flex® disc harrows represent
the industry’s first all-new Class III Primary tandem

discs in over a decade. Designed for the toughest Bt corn
residue and deep penetration in tough soils, the 8300
Series is offered in three sizes (31’, 34’ and 37’). More
aggressive gang angles and a significant weight increase
over all-purpose tandems means the 8300 Series deliv-
ers better residue cutting and mixing for a “blacker” soil
appearance. Choose from 9” front and 10” rear blade
spacing for small grains/dry land use or 10” front and rear
blade spacing for high yielding corn residue.

• Disc gang angles are 220 front and 190 rear
• Average weight per blade is 223 lbs.

• Choice of 24” or 26” disc blades

Efficiency
and peace
of mind are
standard
equipment.

We hope your holiday is decorated with love,
laughter and friendship. May the blessings of the season
surround you and bring you much happiness and good

fortune throughout the year.

BRIAN SCHAFER MIKE SCHAFER
218-289-5430 218-289-5430
CELLULAR CELLULAR

GREAT THINGS
COME IN BIG PACKAGES.

BIG RED™

bigred.honda.com MULTI-PURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, BE RESPONSIBLE. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND APPROPRIATE CLOTHING. ALWAYS WEAR
YOUR SEAT BELT, AND KEEP THE SIDE NETS AND DOORS CLOSED. AVOID EXCESSIVE SPEEDS, AND BE CAREFUL ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN. ALL MUV DRIVERS SHOULD WATCH THE SAFETY VIDEO “MULTIPURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES:
A GUIDE TO SAFE OPERATION” AND READ THE OWNER’S MANUAL BEFORE OPERATING THE VEHICLE. NEVER DRIVE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL, ON PUBLIC ROADS, OR WITH MORE THAN ONE PASSENGER. BIG
RED IS ONLY FOR DRIVERS 16 YEARS AND OLDER. DRIVER AND PASSENGER MUST BE TALL ENOUGH FOR SEAT BELT TO FIT PROPERLY AND TO BRACE THEMSELVES WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY ON THE FLOOR. PASSENGER MUST BE
ABLE TO GRASP THE HAND HOLD WITH THE SEAT BELT ON AND BOTH FEET ON THE FLOOR. RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN DRIVING. Big Red™ is a trademark of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. ©2008 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (7/08) 08-0395

INTRODUCING

BIG RED.

RV SPORTS INC, Hwy 1 & 59 W, Thief River Falls
218-681-1007 • Hours: M-F 9-5:30 Sat. 9-1

Now on
Display

May your holidays be blessed with
warmth of home, the light of peace
and the love of family and friends.

A merry Christmas and
a happy New Year

is extended to our members.
From your friends
at Red Lake

Electric Cooperative.

Portable generators can be dangerous

Holiday Office Hours
Red Lake Electric Cooperative's headquarters
will be closed Christmas Day, December 25

and New Year's Day, January 1.

In case of an electric outage or emergency, please call
the after-hour phone number at 218-253-2200.

Have a merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

To all our readers, advertisers, friends and
associates go our best wishes for a season filled
with good news and good times. Your support

makes it all worthwhile.
Happy Holidays!

THE

GAZETTE


