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A look at some statistics from your Red Lake Electric Cooperative

qUICk TAkES

Four member meetings, three district and one infor-
mational, were recently held throughout Red Lake
Electric Cooperative's service area.

The District 2 meeting was held Jan. 27 at Nazareth
Lutheran Church in Holt. Cooperative members in
attendance unanimously elected Robert Olson, the
incumbent director, as the director candidate from the
district.

An informational meeting was held Jan. 29 at St.
Peter's Catholic Church in Gentilly. As with all the
meetings, members and guests in attendance had an
opportunity to win door prizes and were treated to
refreshments, pie and ice cream.

The District 7 meeting was Feb. 2 at Oak Park
Lutheran Church of rural Oklee. Thirty-seven members
were in attendance and unanimously elected incumbent

director Kelly Lundeen as the director candidate of the
district.

On Feb. 5, the District 8 meeting was held at St.
John's Lutheran School of rural Thief River Falls.
Robert Finstad, the current district director, was unani-
mously elected as the director candidate to be put in
nomination.

Topics discussed at each meeting included
(4409078.01 Jan A. Nordin) load management updates,
portable electric heaters, auto bill pay, identity theft
precautions, wind energy updates and retail and whole-
sale electric rates. 

Thank you to everyone who took time to attend one
of the meetings and for the many, good questions that
were asked of Cooperative personnel.

Member meetings held recently

Fifty-eight customers of Red Lake Electric Cooperative attended the Cooperative's District 2 meeting. The
meeting was held Jan. 27 at Nazareth Lutheran Church in Holt. Additional member meeting pictures appear
on pages 5 and 6.

Official Notice 

of

Annual Meeting
All members of Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc. are hereby

notified of its annual meeting. The annual meeting will take place

at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, March 25, 2009, at the Ralph Engelstad

Arena in Thief River Falls.

The meeting agenda includes year 2008 in review, financial

reports and election of directors. Door prizes will be awarded and

lunch will be served.

All members are encouraged to attend.

/s/ Henry Wieland, Secretary

Organizations involved in
community projects and chari-
ties are encouraged to apply for
funds from Operation Round
Up® at this time. Completed
grant applications are due in the
Red Lake Electric Cooperative
(RLEC) office by March 4.

Operation Round Up® is a
program adopted by RLEC
headquartered in Red Lake
Falls. Customers choosing to
"round up" their monthly elec-
tric bill payment provide funds
for this effort. More than 85
percent of RLEC members now
choose to contribute pennies each
month to enhance their communi-
ties.

Funds will be donated primarily
to nonprofit organizations to help
fund their specific projects or pro-
grams. Since the program began in

1993, $311,643 has been granted to
community organizations and char-
ities. Money is donated for better-
ment of the community within the
outside service area boundaries of
RLEC.

The Red Lake Electric Trust
Board of Directors determines

grants. Board members are
Rodney Hoffman, Goodridge;
Kim Swanson, Thief River
Falls; Bonnie Cote, Trail; and
Henry Wieland and Roger
Johanneck, Red Lake Falls.

To apply for Operation
Round Up® grants, organiza-
tions should contact the RLEC
office in Red Lake Falls at 218-
253-2168 or 800-245-6068. A
short application must be com-
pleted and submitted along with
a financial statement from the
organization. The grant applica-
tion  (5114005.01 Ebenezar

Church) form is also available on
the Cooperative's Web site at
www.redlakeelectric.com.

For more information contact
Johanneck, general manager of
RLEC, at 253-2168 or 800-245-
6068.

Operation Round Up® grant
applications due March 4

By Scott Gates 
When Thomas Edison

sparked light from a bit of
carbonized sewing thread in
1879, could he have imag-
ined that 130 years later the
same basic technology
would still be keeping the
world out of the dark? 

By any measure, Edison's
incandescent lightbulbs have
had a good run. But as of
2012 this time-tested tech-
nology will be phased out in the
U.S., in favor of a more efficient
generation of lightbulbs. 

As a result, store shelves
increasingly will be lined with
more energy-efficient alternatives,
the bulk of which will be compact
fluorescent lightbulbs (CFLs). You
have probably seen these
corkscrew-shaped bulbs by now
and may have even outfitted your
home with them. But what makes
them so much more efficient? 

CFLs are made of two compo-
nents: a gas-filled tube (the
"swirly" part) and an electronic bal-
last (the plastic base). Light gets
produced when mercury molecules,
contained in argon or neon gas in
the bulb, are excited by an electric
current. These molecules then react
with a phosphor coating on the
inside of the tube, which creates
light. With a white coating, you get

white light; with a red coating, red
light and so on. 

Incandescent bulbs, on the other
hand, (3830016.01 Wayne Hjelle)
produce light by running a current
through a tightly coiled metal fila-
ment, typically tungsten. Atoms in
the filament produce light when
heated to around 4,000 degrees
Fahrenheit. As a result, about 90
percent of the power consumed by
a typical incandescent lightbulb is
emitted as heat, as anyone who has
changed a hot bulb knows well.
CFLs, in comparison, produce 75
percent less heat. 

Benefits of CFLs go beyond
cooler bulbs: A 75-watt incandes-
cent lightbulb will bum out after
about 40 days of continuous use,
whereas a CFL can keep going for a
full year; CFLs require one-third
less energy than incandescent
bulbs, which saves roughly $30 in

energy costs over the bulb's
lifetime, according to Energy
Star. 

As CFL technology
advances, new bulb and light
quality options will expand its
use to a wider range of applica-
tions. Installation guidelines
should be followed to ensure
CFLs perform correctly. 

For example, not all CFLs
perform well on dimmable
switches and three-way fix-

tures, so be sure to check the pack-
aging to see if the bulb's ballast
design matches your needs. You'll
also get more value if you leave
CFLs on for 15 minutes or longer;
switching them on and off can
shorten their lifespan. 

Exterior lighting offers a great
place to use CFLs, but livinh in a
cold climate area, look for specially
designed cold-weather versions;
standard CFLs may not work well
below 40 degrees. 

To learn about the latest ways
you can use CFLs to make your
home more energy efficient, visit
www.energystar.gov. 

Sources: Energy Star, General
Electric Company and U.S.
Department of Energy. 

Scott Gates writes on consumer
and cooperative affairs for the
National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association. 

The ins and outs of compact fluorescent lightbulbs

According to the Consumer
Product Safety Commission
(CPSC), approximately 2,400 chil-
dren receive emergency room treat-
ment every year for injuries caused
by inserting objects such as paper
clips, pens, safety pins, screws and
nails, tools, wire, forks, tweezers,
hair pins, keys, knives, coins and
more, into electrical receptacles.
This equates to approximately
seven children each day. 

Injuries range from electric
shock to burns; pediatric burns can
be particularly serious. Roughly 89
percent of injuries occur in children
less than six years old. 

One way to prevent these
tragedies involves installing tamp-
er-resistant outlets that prevent for-
eign objects from touching electri-

cally live components. A shutter
mechanism prevents children from

sticking things into receptacles,
while a spring-loaded system lets
electricity flow only when equal
pressure is applied simultaneously
to both shutters (such from an elec-
trical plug). 

Although not widely used in
homes, tamper-resistant outlets
have been required in hospital pedi-
atric care areas for more than 20
years. The 2008 National Electrical
Code requires tamper-resistant out-
lets in new homes. 

The Electrical Safety Founda-
tion International (ESFI) recom-
mends retrofitting older homes
with these safety devices. Installa-
tion of tamper-resistant outlets can
be done for as little as $2 each. 

Sources: ESFI; National Elec-
trical Manufacturers Association.

Tamper resistant outlets protect children

Source: ESFI



The body of Marvin Schur, 93,
of Bay City, Mich., was found
frozen in his home Jan. 17, four
days after the Bay City Electric
Light and Power company installed
a power service limiter on his meter
because Schur's energy bill was
four month's delinquent. 

News of Schur's death has
caused an outcry that extends far
outside the U.S. borders. Angry
comments and blaming fingers are
pointed mostly at Bay City Electric
for their callous bill collection
actions, which resulted in the death
of this World War II vet who owed
$1,100 on his energy bill. 

"How can a power company
shut off someone's electricity in the
middle of winter?" is the most often
asked question being raised in all of
this. Neighbors and family are
being asked too: where were they,
and why didn't they come to
Schur's aid? 

My fact gathering about this sad
event has been limited to what I
have read in the paper and on the
Internet, like the rest of us. You
may (4518001.03 Norris Thune)
have questioned too, the bill collec-
tion practice and right of this utility
and other utilities to shut off some-
one's power in the cold of winter.
Does Red Lake Electric Coopera-
tive (RLEC) disconnect power in
winter when a bill goes unpaid? 

I have to confess, my reaction to
all the madness aimed at "the
power company" had me on the
defensive, even though it wasn't
RLEC being blamed for Schur's
death. I have been that person on
the collecting end of the bills, been
the one to have electric service
interrupted or a meter disconnected
because a customer didn't pay their
bill. 

I can't tell you what bill collec-
tion steps were taken by Bay City
Electric Light and Power before
they disconnected Schur's power,
but I can tell you how winter col-
lections are handled here at RLEC. 

Collecting is a job taken serious-
ly here at RLEC, with our actions
and correspondence with customers
well documented. The Minnesota

"Cold Weather Rule" sets forth
guidelines of proper notification
and a course of action for Coopera-
tive utilities collecting delinquent
bills during the six-month cold
weather period, that runs from Oct.
15 to April 15. The Cold Weather
Rule also provides direction for
customers and what they need to do
to avoid a disconnection of service. 

Can a customer's power be shut
off in the middle of winter for non-
payment? Yes. Does it happen
often? RLEC serves 5,000 cus-
tomers and service interrupters
were installed 11 times during the
past six-month cold weather peri-
od.

No doubt, there is some advo-
cating that power should not be dis-
connected in winter under any cir-
cumstances. If that were the case, if
it was OK for one person to go
without paying, then it would need
to be OK for all of our customers to
go without paying and not have the
risk of disconnection during the six
cold weather months. I don't know
how RLEC could manage and sur-
vive that arrangement, providing
electricity to all customers for six
months without payment. 

The limiting device used in
Schur's case is a piece of equipment
we have not used for a few years
here at RLEC. The "service limiter"
came about so that a utility would
have some leverage in collecting
delinquent bills without total dis-
connection of service. It is a way to
provide customers enough power to
keep a furnace working, water
pipes from freezing and some light-
ing on. 

The problem with a service lim-
iter, as in Schur's case, is that it will
trip or shut off when demand for
electricity exceeds a certain limit,
similar to a 20 amp breaker when it
is overloaded. To restore power,
appliances, etc., need to be shut off
and a reset button pushed back in
on the service limiter, which is
located between the meter and the
meter socket. 

Today, instead of using the serv-
ice limiter, RLEC uses a "service
interrupter" which provides a cus-

tomer full power that cycles on and
off every half-hour. The service
interrupter, while used as a last
resort for delinquent bill collec-
tions, is a better, safer method of
restricting power use when all other
methods to collect a bill have
failed. The interrupter removes the
risk of having power trip off and
the need for a manual reset. 

There are a number of steps
taken prior to RLEC installing a
service interrupter. 

In addition to a bill, a customer
receives a delinquent notice in the
mail. Attempts to contact the cus-
tomer are made by phone and in
person by an employee of the coop-
erative. If the customer is not home
to pay the bill, a note is fastened to
a door with an explanation of why
we stopped by and customers are
given time to respond to our hand
delivered note. 

Another question raised in the
rage over Schur's death was how
far does the personal responsibility
go for the power company? If
RLEC suspects there are other con-
cerns beyond that of a delinquent
bill, we will call County Social
Services or Law Enforcement to
investigate where we cannot.
Something that is not a part of the
bill collection process is a collector
entering a customer's home if no
one responds to a knock on the
door. Employees do not enter with-
out permission from the customer. 

Despite our best efforts to col-
lect delinquent bills, each year a
small amount of accounts are writ-
ten off as uncollectible because for-
mer customers have left us with
their unpaid bills. When a customer
responds to a delinquent notice and
calls us to make arrangements to
pay their bill, we will help cus-
tomers work through their delin-
quency by granting extra time to
pay or put them in contact with an
agency that can help them avoid a
disconnection of service. 

Collecting bills takes a consider-
able amount of time, but we will
continue to work with all customers
to avoid service interruptions. We
pledge also to do our best to make
sure that the bill you are paying for
doesn't include the unpaid part of
somebody else's.

BILLINgS AND COLLECTION
you will receive your energy bill on or near the

20th of each month. 
payment of your monthly energy bill is due on the

20th of the month. you may pay your bill in person
at rleC during office hours, use the 24-hour drive-
up drop box located next to the rleC office, by
Auto pay, or by mail. payment must be in the office,
drop box, Auto pay, or in the mail, as evidenced by
the postmark, by the 5th day of the following month
to avoid a late payment charge. A 1 1/2% monthly
late payment charge will be computed on delinquent
energy bills, the minimum late payment charge will
be $1.00.

If your payment is not received by the 15th of the
month, a final notice of disconnection statement will
be included on your following bill. the final notice
statement will notify you when your electric service
will be disconnected if the delinquent amount
remains unpaid. If an employee is sent to discon-
nect your electric service, a $50 collection fee will
be charged to your account, even if you pay the col-
lector.

to have a disconnected service reconnected, all
amounts owing, a $50 reconnection fee, and a
security deposit must be paid. If the service must be
reconnected after normal working hours, a $100
reconnection fee must be paid.

BAD CHECkS
A $15 charge will be levied each time a check is

returned because of nonsufficient funds, account
being closed or payment stopped.

OUTAgES
In case your electricity goes out, please do the

following:
1.  Check your fuses or breakers at the yard pole

or meter pedestal.
2.  Call your neighbor to see if they are out of

electricity also.
3.  Call the rleC office (218-253-2168 or 1-800-

245-6068) during working hours or 218-253-2200
after hours. We will accept collect calls for outages
only.

METER TESTS
rleC has a schedule in place to have its meters

periodically tested for accuracy. results from these
tests show that meters generally slow down with
age; however, if you think that your meter is record-
ing too much usage, rleC will test it for accuracy.
you must pay a test fee in advance of the test. If the
meter test shows that the meter was inaccurate, the
test fee will be refunded to you.

STOppED METERS
If you find your meter has stopped and you are

using electricity, please contact the office immedi-
ately so we can replace it. Average consumption will
be billed to the member for the time the meter was
stopped so there is no advantage in not reporting a
stopped meter.

METER READINgS
An automated meter reading system is utilized to

obtain monthly meter readings. Although the system
is normally reliable, there is always a chance that
the correct reading has not been transmitted to the
office for billing. Customers should periodically read
their meter and compare it to the reading on the
billing statement. If the actual reading is not close to
the billing statement reading, please call the office.

gENERAL SERvICE RATES
Facilities charge variable $15 to $21 month

First 500 KWH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.0¢ Kwh
over 500 KWH (April-dec.)  . . . . . . . . . .5.7¢ Kwh
over 500 KWH (Jan.-Mar.)  . . . . . . . . . .6.5¢ Kwh

Multiphase users add $16/month cost of service
charge.

standby, $8/month (meter disconnected but the
power line retained; standby is not available on
services larger than 15 KVA transformer capacity).

security light, $6/month, high pressure sodium,
$7/month, mercury vapor; water heater flat credit,
$5/month (on January-April billing); off-peak equip-
ment charge, $3.50/month per heat meter; off-peak
electric heat rate, 3.5¢/kWh long-term control,
5.0¢/kWh short-term control.

Mission Statement
It is the mission of red lake electric Cooperative to enhance the
quality of life for people of our service area by consistently providing
quality electric service and other valued services while holding our
employees, our community and our environment in high regard.
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NOTICE
Hidden within the text of the

articles on pages 1, 2, 3 and

the back page of this issue of

the Volts & Jolts are the names

and account numbers of five

rleC members. they will

appear within the articles in

parenthesis as such (99-99-

99-999-99 roger p. Member).

If you find your name and

account number, clip it out and

send it with your next payment.

you will be credited with $5 on

your electric bill.

We proudly present to you

the red lake electric Cooperative

Customer Service Guarantee

It's short and simple! red lake electric Cooperative employees will meet or exceed your expectations of friend-
ly, courteous service and will meet any commitments they make to you. If your expectations of the service pro-
vided by our employees is not met, please contact me at the red lake electric Cooperative office, 253-2168.
you will receive $5.00 for your inconvenience and our promise to serve you better in the future. our employees'
commitment to quality customer service makes this guarantee possible.

roGer JoHAnneCK
General Manager

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Winter disconnection

Manager's

Comments
by Roger Johanneck

Copies
Starting at 30¢

THE

gAzE TTE
105 Main Ave, Red Lake Falls

253-2594

I hope the coldest part of the
winter is behind us. Red Lake Elec-
tric has sold more kWh's during
this cold spell than ever in the his-
tory of the Cooperative which has
created some larger than normal
electric bills. 

In the past month, we have been
investigating the off-peak meters
that have not recorded usage over
the past 12 months. In several we
have found that the "turtle" (auto-
mated meter reading equipment)
had failed. The turtle was either
sending us the same reading every
day or it wasn't sending us any
meter data at all when the customer
had been using their electric heat. 

One of the requirements for the
metering equipment to work prop-
erly is that power to the meter must
be on so that meter data can be
transmitted over the power line.
During the non-heating months,
some customers will turn the break-
er off to the off-peak heating equip-
ment. In some cases, when the

breaker is turned back on in the fall,
the turtle doesn't respond and will
fail to send a signal from the meter.

Other times the turtle device just
failed during a time when the usage
was low so the failure goes unde-
tected with us assuming you are not
using the electric heat and have
decided to use another heat source. 

During the very cold spell that
we had this winter, we had cus-
tomers call in and report their high-
er than normal bills. Upon getting
the actual meter readings on the
off-peak meter, in some cases, we
were able to (5832003.03 Drew A.
Larson) reduce the bill because the
off-peak rates are lower than the
normal billing rates. If you are
using your off-peak electric heat,
we ask that you periodically take a
moment to check over your bill and
make sure that your meter readings
on the bill are in line with your
meter, there is kWh usage showing
on your current bill and that the
meter is recording usage. 

This is also true for the meters
that aren't for electric heat. We
monitor the meter data on a routine
basis to make sure our equipment is
working properly and that the read-
ings we are getting for your meter
looks correct. The tools we have in
place are good but we are unable to
catch all the problems. We also read
meters anytime we are in the yard
of our customers so we can com-
pare your meter reading to the tur-
tle reading. 

Even with all this, we still need
your help. We ask that you read
your meters at least once a year to
be sure that the meter reading is in
line with the reading on your bill. If
you suspect a problem, we'd like to
hear from you. We would like to fix
the problem before it creates a large
bill for you.

Off-peak meter reading failures

Report from the Office
by Shirley Bregier

DEAR RLEC:
Thank you so much for the

scholarship I received. It is greatly
appreciated and will help pay for
books.

Stephen Whalen 
Oklee

DEAR RLEC:
Thank you for the shelf I won at

the Holt meeting.
Richard Kostrzewski

Thief River Falls

DEAR RLEC:
Thank you so much for the nice

oak key rack I received at the last
R.E.A. meeting in Gentilly.

Madeline Dufault
Gentilly

DEAR RLEC:
A note to say thank you for the

Stanley screwdriver set I won at the
informational meeting in Gentilly. I
am already using it!

Marie Chaput
Red Lake Falls

From the
mailbag

Information about Minnesota's
endangered, threatened, and spe-
cial-concern plant and animal
species is now available in a new
online reference tool from the Min-
nesota Department of Natural
Resources (DNR). The Rare
Species Guide replaces the 1988
DNR book, "Minnesota's Endan-
gered Flora and Fauna," and is
available at www.mndnr.gov/rsg 

"Minnesota citizens, land man-
agers and others can use this inter-
active, easy to use reference for
information about the state's rarest
species," said DNR project manag-
er, Sarah Wren.

The comprehensive web
resource combines knowledge
from years of scientific study and
management experience by DNR
biologists and external experts. It

includes a collection of profiles of
more than 400 rare species. Each
profile features life history, habitat,
and conservation information, as
well as Minnesota and North
American range maps and species
photographs and/or illustrations. 

The guide allows users to search
for species profiles based on com-
mon or scientific name; state and
federal endangerment status; broad
taxonomic group (such as mam-
mals or birds); habitat; location
(including counties, watersheds,
and ecological classification sys-
tem subsections); and/or keyword. 

In addition to the species pro-
files, the Rare Species Guide also
includes information on Minneso-
ta's endangered species law and
permits, why species become rare,
and much more.

DNR publishes online reference
guide to rare species in Minn.

The Gazette . . . only $29 
in Red Lake County



Beefy Wild Rice Soup
1 lb. ground beef 
1/2 tsp. Italian seasoning 
6 c. water, divided 
2 large onions, chopped 
3 celery ribs, chopped 
1 c. uncooked wild rice 
2 tsp. beef bouillon granules 
1/2 tsp. pepper 
1/4 tsp. hot pepper sauce
3 cans (10-3/4 oz. each) condensed cream of mushroom soup, undiluted 
1 can (4 oz.) mushroom stems and pieces, drained 
In a Dutch oven or soup kettle, cook beef and Italian seasoning over

medium heat until meat is no longer pink; drain. Add 2 c. water, onions, cel-
ery, rice, bouillon, pepper and hot pepper sauce; bring to a boil. Reduce
heat; cover and simmer for 45 minutes. Stir in the soup, mushrooms and
remaining water. Cover and simmer for 30 minutes or until heated through.
Yield: 10 to 12 servings (3 qt.). 

Vegetable Soup
1 beef chuck roast (3 to 4 lb.) 
2 Tbsp. vegetable oil
2-1/2 qt. water 
3 cans (28 oz. each) diced tomatoes, undrained 
10 celery ribs, chopped 
6 large carrots, thinly sliced 
3 large onions, chopped 
3/4 c. medium pearl barley 
2/3 c. cut fresh green beans (l/2-inch pieces) 
1 can (15-1/4 oz.) whole kernel corn, drained 
Salt and pepper to taste 
In a large soup kettle, brown the roast in oil. Add water; cover and sim-

mer for 2-1/2 to 3 hours or until meat is tender. Drain; set roast aside. In the
same kettle, combine the tomatoes, celery, carrots, onions, barley and
beans. Cover and simmer for 50 minutes or until the barley is tender. Cut
beef into 1/2-in. cubes; add to soup. Stir in corn, salt and pepper; heat
through. Yield: 26 servings (6-1 /2 qt.). 

Cheddar Chicken Spaghetti
1 package (7 oz.) spaghetti, broken 
2 c. cubed cooked chicken 
2 c. (8 oz.) shredded cheddar cheese, divided 
1 can (10-3/4 oz.) condensed cream of chicken soup, undiluted 
1 c. milk 
1 Tbsp. diced pimientos, optional 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. pepper 
Cook spaghetti according to package directions. Meanwhile, in a bowl,

combine the chicken, 1 c. cheese, soup, milk, pimientos if desired, salt and
pepper. Drain spaghetti; add to the chicken mixture and toss to coat. Trans-
fer to a greased 13-in. by 9-in. by 2-in. baking dish. Sprinkle with the
remaining cheese. Bake, uncovered, at 350 degrees for 20 to 25 minutes or
until heated through. Yield: 6 to 8 servings. 

Ham 'N' Egg Pizza
1 tube (8 oz.) refrigerated crescent rolls 
3 eggs 
2 Tbsp. milk 
1/8 tsp. pepper 
2 c. finely chopped fully cooked ham 
1 c. frozen shredded hash brown potatoes 
1 c. (4 oz.) shredded cheddar cheese 
1/2 c. shredded Parmesan cheese 
Unroll crescent roll dough and place on an ungreased 12-in. pizza pan.

Press onto the bottom and 1/4 in. up the sides, sealing seams and perfora-
tions. Bake at 375 degrees for 5 minutes. Meanwhile, in a bowl, beat eggs,
milk and pepper. Sprinkle ham, hash browns and cheddar cheese over crust.
Carefully pour egg mixture over cheese. Sprinkle with Parmesan. Bake for
25 to 30 minutes or until eggs are completely set. Yield: 6 servings. 

Upside-Down Pizza
1 lb. bulk Italian sausage 
1 medium onion, chopped 
1/4 c. chopped green pepper 
2 Tbsp. plus 1 c. all-purpose flour, divided
1/2 tsp. dried basil 
1/2 tsp. fennel seed, crushed 
1 can (15 oz.) tomato sauce 
2 c. (8 oz.) shredded mozzarella cheese 
2 eggs 
1 c. milk 
1 Tbsp. vegetable oil 
1/2 tsp. salt 
2 Tbsp. grated Parmesan cheese, optional 
In a saucepan, cook sausage, onion and green pepper over medium heat

until meat is no longer pink; drain. Stir in 2 Tbsp. flour, basil and fennel;
mix well. Add tomato sauce. Bring to a boil; cook and stir for 2 minutes.
Transfer to an ungreased 13-in. by 9-in. by 2-in. baking dish. Sprinkle with
mozzarella cheese. 

Place the remaining flour in a mixing bowl. 
Beat in the eggs, milk, oil and salt until smooth; stir in Parmesan cheese

if desired. Pour over casserole. Bake, uncovered, at 425 degrees for 25 to
30 minutes or until browned. Yield: 8 servings. 

Recipe corner
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DEgREE DayS
to determine degree days, you must calculate the daily mean
temperature for the time period you are measuring. degree day
computation is based on the assumption that a building does not
require any heat if the outside temperature averages 65 degrees
during a 24-hour period. to obtain a degree day figure, the high
temperature and the low temperature for the day are added and
the total divided by two. that figure is then subtracted from 65.
For example, if the high temperature was 30 degrees and the low
temperature 10 degrees, the figure would be 30+10=40; 40/2=20;
65-20=45. this would be a 45-degree day. the higher the degree
day figure, the more heat required to warm your home.

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Operating Report
monthly comparison

DECEMbER DECEMbER
2007 2008

total revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 960,820 $ 976,015
total margins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 159,032 $ 57,880
cost of power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 574,138 $ 644,375
KWh's purchased . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15,836,132 17,240,337
capital credits paid to Estates . . .$ 12,705 $ 7,256

yEar to datE comparison

DECEMbER DECEMbER
2007 2008

total revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 8,162,961 $ 8,998,953
total margins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 749,227 $ 783,922
cost of power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 5,204,604 $ 5,862,033
KWh's purchased . . . . . . . . . . . . . .129,957,140 141,707,435
new service connections  . . . . . . . 52 77
customers served  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,097 5,163
capital credits paid to Estates . . .$ 117,393 $ 75,419
miles of line

overhead  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,324 2,319
Underground  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 231 235

Mickelson Eye Clinic, P.A.

Craig R. Mickelson, O.D.
MeritCare Northwest Medical Center

126 LaBree Ave. S., PO Box 521

Thief River Falls, MN 56701-0521

Hours:

8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Monday - Friday

Saturday By Appointment

Phone:

218-683-3937 (EYES)

Fax:

218-683-4557

O D

Member

American Optometric
Association

Each year, portable heating
equipment - a subcategory of heat-
ing fires that includes electric space
heaters - is responsible for thou-
sands of unnecessary deaths.

As the temperatures drop during
winter, many families will increase
their use of alternative heat sources,
such as portable electric space
heaters, to help warm their homes.
If used improperly, this indoor
heating equipment presents
increased risk of fire, electric shock
and electrocution. 

This article provides informa-
tion to help ensure that electric
space heaters are safely used and
maintained in the home and out-
lines safety precautions that can be
taken to mitigate the hazards posed
by indoor heating equipment this
winter. 

Safety Tips
•  Read the manufacturer's

instruction manual before using
any space heater. Check to make
sure the heater bears the mark of a
certilied testing organization. 

• Keep space heaters at least 3 ft.
away from any combustible materi-
als such as bedding, clothing,
draperies, furniture and rugs. 

• Keep space heaters away from
areas with water. Check your man-
ual to be sure the heater is intended
to be used in locations such as bath-
rooms. 

• Don't use space heaters in
rooms where children are unsuper-
vised. Children may sitck their fin-
gers or other objects through the
protective guards, causing burns or
shock. 

• Do not use space heaters with
extension cords; plug directly into
an outlet on a relatively unburdened
circuit. 

•  Space heaters have hot parts

that can cause sparking. Do not use
them in areas where flammable liq-
uids such as gasoline or kerosene
are used or stored. 

• Space heaters are meant to sup-
ply supplemental heat. Do not use
them to warm bedding, cook food,
dry clothing or thaw pipes. 

• Turn off, unplug and safely
store portable space heaters when
not in use. 

•  When plugging in a space
heater, make sure that the circuit
can adequately and safely handle
the added demand. 

•  Never remove the grounding
feature on a plug by clipping or
grinding off the third prong. 

• If you do not have a three-hole
outlet, use an adapter to connect the
heater's three-prong plug. Make
sure the adapter ground wire or tab
is attached to the outlet ground. 

•  Check the cord before plug-
ging in the heater. If frayed, worn
or broken, do not use it. Be sure to
either have an electrician replace
the cord or replace the heater. Sim-
ply putting tape on the cord is not
enough to prevent overheating and

fire. 
Safety Statistics

•  Heating equipment was
involved in an estimated 53,000
home fires in the U.S. last year
(NFPA). 

• These fires accounted for 14
percent of all home fires and were
responsible for an estimated 260
deaths, 1,300 injuries and $500
million in property damage. 

•  The peak months for residen-
tial portable heating fires are Janu-
ary and February. 

• More than 25,000 residential
fires every year are associated with
the use of space or room heaters,
according to the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission
(CPSC). 

• In 2005, space heaters account-
ed for one-third (32 percent) of
home heating fires and three-
fourths (73 percent) of home heat-
ing fire deaths (NFPA). 

• Heating equipment placed too
close to flammable materials, such
as upholstered furniture, clothing,
mattresses or bedding, is the lead-
ing factor contributing to home
heating fires and deaths. 

• During the past decade, the
CPSC has issued recalls of 32 elec-
tric heaters of all different types. 

• Portable heating equipment
fires account for only 10 percent of
all heating fires; however, they are
responsible for 30 percent and 40
percent of heating injuries and
deaths, respectively (USFA). 

• Thirty-three percent of people
surveyed by ESFI admitted to keep-
ing their space heaters running
overnight and 19 percent admitted
to leaving them unattended. 

Source: The Electrical Safety
Foundation International (ESFI).

Electric space heater safety tips and statistics

 
  

  

                        
                 
                   

                      
                    

                      
                     

                      
                       

                          
                  

                     
                      

                   
                    
                

   
    

    

 
  

  

*Offer valid at participating dealers on new and unused 2007, 2008 or 2009 Arctic Cat ATVs, excluding the Arctic Cat 50, 90, and Special 
Services models. See dealer for details and program dates. 2-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY includes six-month factory warranty and 
18-month extended service contract. NO DOWN PAYMENT, NO PAYMENTS, NO INTEREST FOR 6 MONTHS or AS LOW AS 7.9% 
FINANCING for a term up to 60 months. Financing is subject to credit approval; not all applicants will qualify for credit. Financing 
promotions void where prohibited. UP TO $800 REBATE available on 2007 and 2008 models only. Offer subject to change without 
notice. Excludes tax, freight and dealer setup. ATVs and ROVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety always wear a helmet, 
eye protection, and protective clothing. Never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. Never carry a passenger on a single-rider ATV; 
never engage in stunt driving; riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix and could cause injury or even death. Avoid excessive speeds and be 
particularly careful on diffi cult terrain. Only ride an ATV that is right for your age. Supervise riders younger than 16. Always wear 
a seat belt on ROVs. Never carry a passenger in the cargo box or a passenger under age 6. Arctic Cat recommends that all riders take 
a training course, and that they read and understand their owner’s manual before operation. Along with concerned conservationists 
everywhere, Arctic Cat urges you to “Tread Lightly” on public and private lands. Ride only on designated areas or trails. Preserve 
your future riding opportunities by showing respect for the environment, local laws, and the rights of others when riding. For safety or 
training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at (800) 887-2887. Do not shoot from or 
lean fi rearms or bows against the ATV or ROV. ©2009 Arctic Cat Sales Inc., ®™ Trademarks of Arctic Cat Inc.,
Thief River Falls, MN 56701. Arctic Cat ATVs and Prowlers are world-class products from Arctic Cat Inc.

   
    

    
RV SPORTS INC, Hwy 1 & 59 W, Thief River Falls

218-681-1007 •  Hours: M-F 9-5:30 Sat. 9-1

Minnesota Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) water safety
officials have issued an ice safety
reminder now that temperatures
have surpassed 40 degrees in many
areas of the state.

"Even with the relatively thick
ice produced by our cold January, it
doesn't take very long for ice con-
ditions to become hazardous when
it warms up," said Tim Smalley,
DNR water safety specialist.
"That's especially true for vehi-
cles." 

The usual safety guidelines for
cars (8-12 inches of new, clear ice)
don't apply under this week's melt-
ing conditions. The slush created
on the ice's surface adds weight.
The ice also softens farther down
and may have less than half the

strength of the same thickness of
ice earlier in the season. 

"A good rule of thumb is that
when the temperature rises above
freezing for six of the last 24 hours,
multiply the recommended mini-
mum thickness by two," Smalley
said. 

The ice becomes unsafe if tem-
peratures remain above freezing for
24 hours or more. Contact a local
bait shop or resort to ask about the
conditions of any lake.

For more information on ice
thickness guidelines, videos and
more, visit mndnr.gov/safety/ice. 

Ice safety pamphlets can be
ordered from the DNR's informa-
tion center at 651-296-6157 or 888-
646-6367. 

DNR issues ice safety reminder

The Min-
n e s o t a
Department
of Natural
R e s o u r c e s
( D N R )
reminds dog
owners that it
is illegal to
allow their
pets to harass
deer and
other big
game.

E v e r y
winter, conservation officers
receive reports from throughout the
state of dogs chasing and some-
times killing deer or other big
game. Wildlife regulations hold
dog owners accountable for dogs
chasing big game and conservation
officers are authorized to put down
dogs that do so. Dog owners would
also be subject to a civil penalty.

Capt. Ken Soring, acting DNR
enforcement chief, advises dog
owners to be aware of the possibil-
ity that their dogs may be chasing
big game and to take steps to pre-

vent them
from doing
so.

"Deer are
particularly
vulnerable at
this time of
year because
they are
e x p e n d i n g
every bit of
energy to
stay alive
and the addi-
tional stress

of being chased can affect their
winter survival," Soring said.

The Minnesota Game and Fish
Laws handbook reads that a person
who observes a dog wounding,
killing or pursuing in a manner that
endangers big game may kill the
dog without liability: At any time,
if the person is a peace officer or
conservation officer, or between
Jan. 1 and July 14, if the person is
not a peace officer or conservation
officer and the discharge of
firearms is allowed.

DNR sends reminder to dog owners



Bray-gentilly
Mutual Insurance Co.
Locally Owned and Operated

Serving Policyholders Since 1900

218-683-3200
2017 Hwy. 59 SE •  P.O. Box 592

Thief River Falls, MN 56701

INSURANCE FOR
FARMS, HOMES
AND PERSONAL

PROPERTy

TELEPHONE US FOR AN
AGENT NEAR yOU!

OFFICE PHONE

253-2168
OUTAgE PHONE

253-2200

1-800-245-6068

PARK PLACE MALL
RED LAKE FALLS, MINNESOTA

218 253-4223

HAIRSTYLING

FOR MEN AND

WOMEN

H

Q

The 

Head-Quarters
Hair and 

Tanning Salon

vOLTS AND JOLTS FEATURE OF THE MONTH

• Fertilizer

• Petroleum products

• Town and country

deliveries

• Tires, batteries,

accessories

• Farm supplies

“THE FARMERS’ HELPINg HAND”

Dave Miller
Agency

DAVE MILLER, AGENT
RURAL ROUTE 1

VIKING, MINNESOTA 56760

•  All-Risk Crop Insurance
•  Crop/Hail Coverage

218-523-5861

WILCOX PLUMBINg
AND HEATINg, Inc.

RED LAKE FALLS

Plumbing/Heating/Air conditioning

• In-floor heating • Oil furnaces
• Pressure systems • Gas furnaces
• Electric heat pumps

FREE ESTIMATES
COMPLETE SALES AND SERVICE

218-253-4347

BILL H. MOSER, Master Plumber
License No. 1770PM

BILL J.  MOSER, Master Plumber 
License No. 6039PM

Refrigerant Certified No. CFR089400285

218-796-5157
Fax 218-796-5158
tim.hagl@ssboklee.com

•  Operating loans
•  Vehicle loans
•  Farm real estate loans
•  Consumer loans

"We appreciate your business."

H H

Farmers Union
Oil Company

Thief River Falls 218-681-3512

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric 
Cooperative, Inc.

Buy a YORK Affinity 
heat pump today!

Grove Mechanical, inc.
Your hometown heating & 

air conditioning team!
Serving Crookston and the surrounding 

communities for 30 years.

(218) 281-3863

Want to cut your heating

cost by up to 50%?
Hanson Oil &
Fuel, Inc.

Give Andy a call at
218-253-2787 or 218-281-4102

RED LAKE FALLS

FARMER-GROWN BIODIESEL

• Quality products, prompt service • Biodiesel
• Diesel fuel • Heating oils
• Aviation gas • Unleaded gas
• Jet-A

UP TO 5,000 MILES
BEFORE OIL CHANGE

THE

gAzE TTE

Copies
FULL COLOR
NO MINIMUM

Some conditions apply. 
Call or stop in for details.

105 Main Ave, Red Lake Falls

253-2594

Starting at 30¢

By Destiny Harmoning
Townsend Pricing, Inc. in Thief River Falls offers retail supplies to cor-

porate and small businesses across the United States.
The company was started in 1988 by Darrell Magner of Thief River

Falls, who still owns the company. Townsend Pricing is operated by man-

ager Beth Naslund.
Twenty employees make up the business, which is located just outside

of Thief River Falls on Highway 59 South. They operate in five depart-
ments: shipping/receiving, customer service, sales, accounting and web
sales.

Townsend Pricing boasts 14,000 customer accounts. About half of them
actively purchase products from the company. Some of their more well-
known corporate clients include Eddie Bauer, Lowe's, Ron Jon Surf Shop
and Maurices. They also have many local clients including Thrifty White
Drug and Twice But Nice in Thief River Falls.

Products available at Townsend Pricing include price marking labels,
cash register paper, price cards, barcode labels, retail store supplies, bags,
hangers, laser labels, clothing tags, attacher guns, business forms and gift
wrapping supplies.

Products ordered from Townsend Pricing typically ship within 24 hours.
In order to keep their prices competitive, Townsend Pricing shops and

compares prices with companies across America. They buy some of their
products from Washington, New York and locally.

"We'll get it right or we'll make it right," reads Townsend Pricing's guar-
entee. "Our goal is to provide our customers with excellent service, quality
products and competitive prices."

For more information on Townsend Pricing, or to order products, call
218-681-8447 or toll-free 800-221-2421 or visit
www.yourstoresupplies.com.

Townsend Pricing offers supplies to businesses across the U.S.

Employees at Townsend Pricing, Inc. in Thief River Falls are, front from left, Allie Nelson, Rynae Harder, Lisa Anderson, Jill Jonson, Julie Har-
bott, Dani Miller, Ashley Olson; back, Sharon Pahlen, Elaine Schmidt, Larry Bjerken, Kim Martell, Darby Trontvedt, Jamie Kraemer and Heidi Carl-
son. Not pictured are Beth Naslund, Jan J. Walter, Dorothy Nelson, Kim Olson and Dawn Fore.

Townsend Pricing offers a variety of products to meet business needs.

Townsend Pricing, Inc. in Thief River FallsThe sales staff at Townsend Pricing calls on about 14,000 customer accounts.
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Helga McBride, Middle River, was the winner of an electric knife at the
District 2 meeting held Jan. 27.

Marjorie Steinhauer, Thief River Falls, served as chairperson during
the business meeting of District 2.

Marion Davidson, Newfolden, recorded the minutes during the District
2 business session.

Richard Kostrzewski, Thief River Falls, won an oak shelf at the District
2 meeting held at Nazareth Lutheran Church in Holt.

Following each member meeting, attendees were treated to a beverage, pie and ice cream. Pictured are
many of the members who attended the District 2 meeting held Jan. 27 in Holt.

Meeting attendee David Morgan of Crookston won a crock pot at the
Gentilly informational meeting held Jan. 29 at St. Peter's Catholic
Church in Gentilly.

Herb Spinler, Crookston, won a thermos carafe at Red Lake Electric's
informational meeting held at St. Peter's Catholic Church in Gentilly.

Cathy and Linus Derosier, Red Lake Falls, were prize winners at Red
Lake Electric's informational meeting held Jan. 29 in Gentilly.

District 7 meeting attendees listened intently to information presented at the meeting. The meeting was held
Feb. 2 at Oak Park Lutheran Church.

Serving as chairperson, during the business session, at the District 7
meeting was Ernie Swanson of Goodridge.

Karen Peterson, Trail, served as recording secretary during the busi-
ness session of the District 7 meeting.
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FOURTRAX® FOREMAN® 4x4 ES with EPS 

ELECTRIC 
POWER STEERING.

ONCE AGAIN 

BRAINS 
BEATS BRAWN.

honda.com UTILITY ATVs ARE RECOMMENDED ONLY FOR RIDERS 16 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER. ATVs CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, BE RESPONSIBLE. READ
OWNER’S MANUAL. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION & PROTECTIVE CLOTHING. BE CAREFUL ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN. ALL ATV RIDERS SHOULD TAKE A TRAINING COURSE (FREE FOR
NEW BUYERS, ASK YOUR DEALER OR CALL ASI AT 800-887-2887). NEVER RIDE: UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL, ON PAVED SURFACES, ON PUBLIC ROADS, WITH PASSENGERS, AT
EXCESSIVE SPEEDS, NO STUNT RIDING. RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN RIDING. FourTrax,® Foreman® and Best On Earth® are trademarks of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. ©2008 AHMC, Inc. (3/08) 08-0356

    GREAT THINGS 
  COME IN BIG PACKAGES.

BIG RED™

bigred.honda.com MULTI-PURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, BE RESPONSIBLE. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND APPROPRIATE CLOTHING. ALWAYS WEAR 
YOUR SEAT BELT, AND KEEP THE SIDE NETS AND DOORS CLOSED. AVOID EXCESSIVE SPEEDS, AND BE CAREFUL ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN. ALL MUV DRIVERS SHOULD WATCH THE SAFETY VIDEO “MULTIPURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES: 
A GUIDE TO SAFE OPERATION” AND READ THE OWNER’S MANUAL BEFORE OPERATING THE VEHICLE. NEVER DRIVE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL, ON PUBLIC ROADS, OR WITH MORE THAN ONE PASSENGER. BIG 
RED IS ONLY FOR DRIVERS 16 YEARS AND OLDER. DRIVER AND PASSENGER MUST BE TALL ENOUGH FOR SEAT BELT TO FIT PROPERLY AND TO BRACE THEMSELVES WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY ON THE FLOOR. PASSENGER MUST BE 
ABLE TO GRASP THE HAND HOLD WITH THE SEAT BELT ON AND BOTH FEET ON THE FLOOR. RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN DRIVING. Big Red™ is a trademark of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. ©2008 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (7/08) 08-0395 
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   BIG RED. 

RV SPORTS INC, Hwy 1 & 59 W, Thief River Falls
218-681-1007 •  Hours: M-F 9-5:30 Sat. 9-1

RV SPORTS INC, Hwy 1 & 59 W, Thief River Falls
218-681-1007 •  Hours: M-F 9-5:30 Sat. 9-1

USED EQUIPMENT
TM155 NH mfd 1191 hrs $65,000
TM140 NH loader $49,000
1982 895 20.8x38 tires $22,000
TW20 2WD                 $16,500
8340 ford mfd / loader / cab $38,000
5230 CIH MFD Loader $33,500
5250 CIH MFD $39,000
TL 100 A MFD $42,000
TN65 NH CALL
7700 with cab $10,500
4010 JD diesel $7,800
TN60A 540hrs Loader MFD $28,000
TC30 hydro loader sims cab and heat $18,000
TC55DA MFD canopy clean $22,000 
TC40DA MFD loader $19,500
966 IH CAB pto no/ 3PT $6,700     
TS100 2488hrs 8x2 trans $22,000
DX55 case MFD loader                                 $25,950
399 Massey MFD/loader                               $20,500
TW 5 Ford MFD loader                                 $24,000
936 20.8x38 8000hrs                                    $28,000
TG230 MFD supersteer                                $86,000
8050 Allis 2WD                                            $14,900
4520 JD with loader                                     CALL
TC33D loader MFD                                      $16,000
TILLAGE 
Wilrich 657 disc chisel                   CALL
Wilrich 5830 chisel                                        CALL
4800 28' cultivator $7,200
4700 45' cultivator with harrow $5,000
220 JD disc 20' $4,800
SUMMERS SUPER COULTER CALL
ALSO: WISHEK DISKS W/ RENT HOURS

SKID LOADERS
RC100 ASV $38,000
250 JD bucket cab/heat $18,500
260 JD 2000 bucket 1765hrs $16,200
T300 Bobcat heat/air                                    CALL
L170 NH 2215 hrs no bucket $19,500
LS180 NH cab/heat $22,000
LS185B cab/heat $28,000
(1) L180 NH low hours clean CALL
(1) L185 NH low hours clean CALL
RC 60 cab/heat bucket clean $32,000
RC 30 1617hrs clean $16,500
(2) SR80 cab/heat/air          CALL
MISC
Terex backhoe cab/mfd 2005 model $42,950
Terex backhoe cab/mfd 2005 model $43,500
New Kongskilde stonebear CALL
LM860 NH TELEHANDLER $42,000
850K Case dozer $63,000
A-62 payloader $18,000
84' Marflex sprayer 750 gal  $12,000
8600 CIH air drill $14,500
5100 Wilrich 30' air seeder $8,500
CX 80 excavator                                         $70,000
BP7000 bale shredder                                 $9,300
HAY
605M Vermeer low bale count $24,800
BR780 baler $18,000
BR780 NH Baler net wrap/extra sweep $24,000
(2) 605G Vermeer Balers                             CALL
688 NH baler $13,500
8590 CIH square baler $25,000
(3) 8312 Case discbine                               CALL
855 NH BALER $3,800
(4) 499 NH HAYBINE CALL
2245 gehl 12' haybine $6,900
(3) 8312 case discbine CALL

WE ARE DEALERS FOR NEW HOLLAND, ASV,
WOODS/DUAL, WIL-RICH, WISHEK, 

SUMMERS DEGELMAN, HAY BUSTER, ETC.

Winger Implement

Hwy 59 South • Winger, MN • 218-938-4131

Judy Rustan, Oklee, won a flashlight at the District 7 meeting held Feb.
2.

Juell Chervestad, Oklee, displays the oak shelf he won at the District 7
meeting at Oak Park Lutheran Church.

Ginny Armstrong, Thief River Falls, served as chairperson at the Dis-
trict 8 meeting during the business session. The meeting was held Feb.
5.

Fran Skadsem of Thief River Falls recorded the minutes of the busi-
ness session at the District 8 meeting. The meeting was held at St.
John's Lutheran School.

Red Lake Electric's District 8 meeting was held Feb. 5 at St. John's Lutheran School in rural Thief River Falls. Pictured are some of the Cooper-
ative's members who were in attendance.

GOPHER sTaTE ONE CaLL • CaLL bEfORE diGGiNG! iT's THE Law! • 1-800-252-1166

The Gazette . . . only $29 in Red Lake County



Your key to buy, sell or trade anything is the

CLASSIFIEDS
The members are invited to use this FRee wAnT AD service.

If you have anything to trade or sell, just drop a card to Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Box 430, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750.

Red Lake Electric Cooperative

want Ad order Form
Use this handy form to submit your want ads. 

PLEASE PRINT.
Mail or bring your ads to the RLEC office by the tenth of the month.
Commercial ads are 10¢ per word with a minimum charge of $4 per
insertion.

Member want ads are FREE. One want ad per member per month. 

Please PRinT . . .
your Name, Address and Phone Number. Mail with your power bill
payment, if you prefer, or fax to 218-253-2630.

www.sollie.net        www.sollie.net
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www.sollie.net        www.sollie.net

151 feet of southern exposure
shoreline complemented by an
exquisite year-round home/cabin.
Whether you are enjoying the
patio and lakeside in the summer,
Three season porch in the fall, or
nestling up next to the fire in the
winter, this premium property has
it all. Situated on approximately 2
spacious acres. 

Call today for your 
private showing

Look no Further!

you just Found

the best buy on

union Lake

Fosston, MN
218-435-1525
www.sollie.net

#3392

Burns
welding

and 
Repair

•  Skid-steer loader rental
•  Farm machinery repair
•  Custom cattle gates built

to your needs
•  Custom size hay feeders
•  Portable welding
•  Aluminum welding and

tig welding

CALL ShOP

218-964-5444

carpet
etc.

of st. hilaire

On highway 32  •  St. hilaire  •  218-964-5555  •  FREE ESTIMATES

CARPET   •   vINyL   •   LAMINATE   •   CERAMIC TILE

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri., 9-5:30

Sat., 9-3

LOW PRICES.
STOP AND 
COMPARE!

EXPERT ADVICE
AND

INSTALLATION

Don'S
307 First Street East  •  TRF

Across from Pennington Square

SewinG & VACuumS
Sales and Service •  NEW & USED

Small Appliance Repair

Serving the area for 17 years
218-681-8664

•Automotive •Industrial
•Marine •Agricultural 
•High Performance

•Vintage Auto 
•Heavy Duty Diesel
CALL FOR ESTIMATE! 

INSTALLATION AVAILABLE
FOSSTON, MN

218-435-6379 or 
1-800-448-1518

PRICE
EXAMPLES:

•GM 350
$1,315 - $1,419
•GM 6.5 Diesel
with new block

$5,330
•Ford 7.3

Diesel 
Powerstroke 

$4,200
All prices are with

exchange on a
rebuildable core.

DON’S
MACHINE SHOP
ASE CERTIFIED REBUILDERS
ALL GAS AND DIESEL ENGINES

We Buy
Cars and
Car Bodies

We Buy
Aluminum

Cans

We Sell
Welding Supplies

Evans Scrap & Steel, Inc.
218-681-3488 • Toll Free 1-800-906-3488
13203 190th St. N.E. • Thief River Falls, MN

We Buy
Scrap
Iron
and

Metals

We Sell
New Steel -
Structural
and Sheet

Roll-Off Boxes
Available

Winter Hours:
7:30 - 4:30

Monday-Friday

KEN'S ELECTRIC, INC.
Red Lake Falls, Minnesota 56750

"We Service Our Work"

Contact Us For All Your Electrical Needs!

Electrical 
Contractor

Shop: (218) 253-4123
Home: (218) 253-4127

Allen Remick - Cell: (218) 689-0313
Jason Knott - Cell: (218) 289-5104

We're equipped
to repair 

anything from
frames to 

windshields!

GIvE US A CALL

218-681-3952

NORTHWEST AUTO BODYNORTHWEST AUTO BODY
Next to Fleet Supply •  Hwy. 1 and 59 West •  Thief River Falls

“You Bend ‘Em .  .  . We Mend ‘Em.”

O k l e e  O k l e e  

L u m b e r ,  I n c .L u m b e r ,  I n c .
(218) 796-5131

ASk ABOUT 
OUR COMPLETE 
BUILDING PLANS 

SERVICES!
We're glad to help you with
any building problem you

may have.

L U M B E RL U M B E R
ANDAND

B ui l d i n g  S u p p l ie sB ui l d i n g  S u pp l i e s

Residual
Materials, Inc.

We buy . . .
• Aluminum

• Brass

• Copper

• Steel

• Stainless steel

222 Red Dot Place, Grand Forks, ND 58203

701-746-9381

FAX 701-772-2008

BRIAN SCHAFER MIkE SCHAFER
218-289-5430 218-289-5431

CELLULAR CELLULAR

16483 120th Avenue SW
Red Lake Falls, Minnesota 56750

Office 218-253-2497

COMMERCIAL    TRENChING    RESIDENTIAL    FARM

REGISTRERED HEREFORD,
Gelbvieh and Balancer bulls. Com-
plete perfomance data, EPDs and
health program. Red and black. All
polled. Rangeline Cattle, TRF, MN.
218-681-7431, 701-799-7756.

For sale
THE GAZETTE NOW CARRIES

– Quarter-fold-size envelopes for
computer-generated greeting
cards. The Gazette in Red Lake
Falls, 253-2594. xf

COLOR COPIES – Now avail-
able at the Gazette in Red Lake
Falls, 253-2594. xf

PRINTING – Check with the
Gazette for all your printing needs.
No job is too big or too small. The
Gazette, 253-2594, Red Lake Falls,
MN. xf

Miscellany

WANTED – Old silver charm
bracelets or individual charms. Call
Penny at 218-728-4936.

Wanted 

Copies

Now Available at The Gazette

8 1/2 x 11 30¢
8 1/4 x 14 35¢
11 x 17 40¢

FULL COLOR
NO MINIMUM

Some conditions apply. 
Call or stop in for details.

105 Main Ave, Red Lake Falls

253-2594

The Gazette . . . 

only $29
in Red lake County

$35 in State 
$39 out of State

22000077 PPoonnttiiaacc GG66
4 Cylinder, Automatic, CD Player, Power Windows and Locks,

33,000 Miles, White, Tan Cloth Interior, Very Clean

$10,900 at 2.9% financing up to 36
months or 4.9% up to 60 months OAC

2009 Desktop
Calendars

Available at
The Gazette
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P. O. Box 430         412 International Drive SW         Red Lake Falls, MN 56750-0430

Phone 218-253-2168
Toll-free 1-800-245-6068
Fax 218-253-2630
After-hour outage 218-253-2200
Office hours Monday-Friday, 8:00-4:30
E-mail: redlake@minnkota.com
Web site www.redlakeelectric.com

Red Lake Electric Cooperative is pleased to offer
you Auto Pay. Now you can have your monthly ener-
gy bill paid automatically from your checking or sav-
ings account. You can receive the Auto Pay service
by completing the Auto Pay sign-up sheet and
returning it to Red Lake Electric Cooperative.

The Auto Pay service is free of charge. Not only
is this service free, you will eliminate the expense of
writing a check, postage to mail your payment and
no more late payment penalties because your bill
will be paid on time, every month, for you.

Your payment will be automatically made for you
on the 5th of each month. If the 5th falls on a week-

end or holiday, the payment will be made on the next
business day. You will continue to receive your
monthly energy bill as you have in the past, indicat-
ing the amount that will be withdrawn from your
bank account. The proof of your payment will appear
on your bank statement and your next month's ener-
gy bill statement.

Continue to pay your monthly bill until you
are notified on your bill that the Auto Pay has
been set up for you.

If you have any questions about the Auto Pay
please call RLEC at 800-245-6068 or 218-253-
2168.

AUTO PAY
SIGN-UP SHEET

I authorize Red Lake Electric Cooperative (RLEC) and the bank listed below to initiate variable entries
to my checking or savings account. This authorization remains in effect until I notify RLEC in writing to
cancel it in such time as to allow RLEC to act on it.

RLEC ELECTRIC ACCOUNT #

NAME (PRINT)

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE #

NAME OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

CHECkING ACCOUNT #

SAvINGS ACCOUNT #

SIGN HERE TO AUTHORIzE

Please return this authorization form with a blank, voided check to: 
Red Lake Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 430, Red Lake Falls, MN 56750

Auto PAy offered by rLeC

One of the Minnkota Power Systems

Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

The public is invited to the Homark Co. Inc. facility in Red Lake Falls,
MN to tour our new custom built homes, including the all new Royal
American Modular Home, and two custom designed homes with lots of
new and exciting features. Factory personnel and Sales Center Reps. will
be on hand to answer any questions and to give factory tours of our
homes that are in production. All show homes will be heated, so stop by
and see first hand the quality and affordability that is built into every
Homark Home. Hope to see you at the show!

100 3rd St.   P.O. Box 309   Red Lake Falls, MN 56750
For more information call: 1-800-382-1154 or 218-253-2777

The Homark Company, Inc.

We Have Floor Plans & Custom Options Suited To Fit Your Life Style
Homes Furnished By Mireault's Home Furniture, Fosston, MN

See New Features Added For '09

SHOW DRAWING1 Lucky Winner Will Recieve1,000in free options with thepurchase of their new Homark Home

$

Would Like To Welcome You To This Year's 

2009 Spring Home Show

www.homark.com

Building your dreams your wayBuilding your dreams your way

Saturday, March 14th   10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, March 15th   10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Each year the terms of three of
Red Lake Electric Cooperative's
(RLEC) directors expire the day of
the annual meeting. Members of
each of the three districts whose
present director's terms will expire
March 26 have elected director can-
didates at the recently held district
meetings.

The names of the candidates are
Robert Olson, Middle River, Dis-
trict 2; Kelly Lundeen, Trail, Dis-
trict 7; and Robert Finstad, Thief
River Falls, District 8.

Their names will be placed in
nomination at the annual meeting.
Any other member within these dis-
tricts wishing to have their name
placed in nomination must do so by
petition. The petition is due in  the
RLEC office in Red Lake Falls by
10 a.m. Feb. 23.

At least 15 members of the dis-
trict must sign the petition for the
director nominee. The nominee's
name will then be placed on the
election ballot at the annual meet-

ing March 25 at the Ralph Engel-
stad Arena in Thief River Falls.

Petition forms are available at
the RLEC office in Red Lake Falls.

Contact Roger Johanneck, coopera-
tive manager, at 800-245-6068 or
253-2168 for more information.

Director nominations, 
petitions due Feb. 23

No member shall be eligible to
become or remain a director who:

• Is not a member of the Coop-
erative, receiving electric service at
the member's primary residence in
the district from which the director
is elected.

• Within three years preceding a
director candidate's nomination
was an employee of the Coopera-
tive.

• Is or becomes, or at any time
during the three (3) years preceding
a director candidate's nomination
shall have been employed by a
labor union, which represents, or
has represented, or has endeavored
to represent any employees of the

Cooperative.
• Is a parent, spouse or cohabi-

tant of any employee of the Coop-
erative.

• Is a person who is a parent,
spouse or cohabitant of an incum-
bent director who is not up for re-
election at that time.

• Is in any way employed by or
substantially financially interested
in an enterprise competing with the
Cooperative or any Cooperative-
affiliated business.

• Is or becomes the full-time
employee or agent of, or who is or
becomes the full-time employer or
principal of, another director.

RLEC director qualifications
required to be elected/serve

The Infinity Wind Energy pro-
gram was developed by our power
supplier, Minnkota Power Coopera-
tive, to bring wind-generated elec-
tricity to customers of the associat-
ed distribution systems in eastern
North Dakota and northwestern
Minnesota. 

Presently, two 900-kilowatt,
commercial-scale wind turbines are
producing wind energy for cus-
tomers enrolled in the program.
One turbine is located six miles east
of Valley City, N.D., along I-94 and
the other, three miles east of Peters-
burg, N.D., along Highway 2. 

To date, hundreds of customers
across the region have made the
decision to purchase blocks of
wind-generated electricity through
the Infinity program. Today, we're
inviting you to join us, and others,
to help harvest the energy of the
wind. 

Join the harvest

VOTING DELEGATE CERTIFICATION
Members that are corporations, churches, townships, schools or other government
units may vote at the annual meeting. This form designating the voting delegate must
be filled out, signed by officers and presented at the annual meeting registration desk
or returned with a mail ballot.

The _________________________________________________ has, at an official
Name of Member 

meeting, designated __________________________________________________
Name of Delegate

to represent us at the 2009 annual meeting of the Red Lake Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Attest ____________________________________________
Chairman or President

Attest ____________________________________________
Clerk or Secretary


